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Portions of  Nebraska Pork Talk are partially funded by 
Nebraska pork producers and their checkoff  investments.

Calendar of Events
October
22  Imagination Bacon, Grand Island

November   
1 Pork Ambassador Program –  
 Applications due 

10 Larry E. Sitzman Youth in Nebraska   
 Agriculture Scholarship –    
 Applications due

11 Bacon, Bourbon & Brews, Lincoln

21 AFAN Annual Meeting, Lincoln

December 23, 2022 – January 2, 2023 
NPPA Office will be closed

January   
4 Nebraska Legislature Convenes, Lincoln

March
8-10 National Pork Industry Forum,  
 Orlando, FL

For more information on any of these scheduled events,  
call 888-627-7675 or www.nepork.org
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NPPA Directors Tour Northeast  
Community College’s New Ag Facilities

The Acklie Charitable 
Foundation (ACF) provided a 
$5 million lead gift to build the 
new facility. ACF was founded 
by the late Duane Acklie and 
Phyllis Acklie, both Madison 
County natives and graduates 
of Norfolk Junior College, a 
predecessor institution of 
Northeast Community College.

The new Veterinary Technology 
facility provides modern 
classrooms and lab facilities. 

An inside look at the Acklie Farm 
Operations and Large Animal 
Handling facility. 

The New Veterinary 
Technology facility at NECC.

The Nebraska Pork Producers Association 
(NPPA) directors toured Northeast 

Community College’s (NECC) agriculture 
program’s new facilities in Norfolk following  
its board meeting September 20.

The NECC agriculture program has 
grown from just three students at its humble 
beginning in 1973 to over 350 students 
today. In the 1980s, members of the Board 
of Governors, who saw the value of having 
a working farm that was contiguous to the 
campus, purchased property from the State of 
Nebraska that now includes farmland and the 
ag complex. 

In April 2022, NECC held a dedication 
ceremony for construction of a new veterinary 

technology clinic and classrooms, a new farm 
site with a large animal handling facility and 
other farm structures for livestock operations, 
a farm office and storage. Funding for the 
$22.3 million improvement to the agriculture 
facilities came from the NECC’s commitment 
of $10 million, as well as external fundraising 
known as the Nexus Campaign. 

Portions of NPPA’s vision statement and 
strategic plan focus on ensuring that the state’s 
youth have opportunities within the pork 
industry. Following in this tradition, NPPA’s 
Board of Directors approved a five-year, 
$100,000 commitment to the Nexus Campaign.

“Tour Time” – NPPA Board of Directors 
looking forward to tour of NECC‘s new 
Veterinary Technology building.  
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cecal fermentation of  dietary substrates produces 
metabolic intermediates (e.g., short chain fatty 
acids and gases), which may affect conditions 
for microrganisms to survive and multiply in the 
cecum and large intestine. It has been estimated 
that as much as 30% of  a pig's maintenance 
energy requirements may be met through hindgut 
fermentation and digestion. 

Preliminary research at the University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln has been focused on understanding hindgut 
fermentation and the microbiome involved in the 
breakdown of  complex organic matter. To accomplish 
this, cecectomized and cecum-cannulated pig 
models have been utilized to address the following 
objectives: (1) examine the role of  the cecum in fiber 
digestion, growth performance, carcass ultrasound 
parameters, and cecal and fecal microbial community 
structure in cecectomized finisher pigs fed a high- 
fiber diet; and (2) examine the role of  the cecum in 
fiber digestion by evaluating cecal and fecal microbial 
community structure in cecum-cannulated grower 
pigs fed a high-fiber diet.

Relative to objective 1, we hypothesized that the 
removal of  the pig cecum would lead to decreased 

A healthy gut is comprised of  effective digestion/ 
 absorption, absence of  gut illness, normal/

stable intestinal microbiota, effective immune status, 
and status of  well-being. Major factors that impact 
gut health include the diet (e.g., macronutrients, 
enzymes, antibiotics, prebiotics, probiotics, etc.) 
and the gut microbiota (e.g., commensal and 
pathogenic microbes). Often, gut health is associated 
with pathogens that cause morbidity and mortality; 
however, gut health can become compromised even 
in the absence of  clinical disease. Therefore, it is 
critically important to continue to explore interactions 
(diet and host) with gut microbiota as these 
interactions have implications for lifetime productivity 
of  pigs.

Currently, there is a knowledge gap relative to 
the role of  the cecum in porcine health and disease. 
The porcine cecum is an intraperitoneal pouch that 
descends from the union of  the ileum and the large 
intestine that receives undigested food material 
from the small intestine.  The porcine cecum is a 
functional fermentation vat containing high (109 cfu/g 
of  digesta) bacterial loads producing short chain 
fatty acids, vitamin K, and some B vitamins. The 

By Tom Burkey, Professor in UNL’s Animal Science Department, and Josh Knapp, Associates 
Swine Nutritionist with Ralco Nutrition, Marshall, Minnesota

Evaluating the Role of the Cecum  
in Porcine Health and Disease  
Using a Cecectomized and  
Cecum-cannulated Pig Models

(continued on page 5)
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digestibility of  nutrients in pigs (and ultimately, their 
ability to derive energy from fermentation) fed high-
fiber diets. To test this hypothesis, pigs that were 
cecectomized (surgical removal of  the cecum) were 
compared to control pigs where both group of  pigs 
were fed a high-fiber diet (soy hulls included at 
25% of  the diet). Briefly, results indicated that there 
were no negative effects on nutrient digestibility 
and growth performance. However, following initial 
observed changes in fecal microbial community 
structure, fecal microbial composition was similar by 
the end of  the experiment. Overall, it appears that 
the cectomized pigs were able to adapt to the high-
fiber diet over time, possibly acquiring the microbes 
necessary to efficiently ferment high-fiber diets.

Relative to objective 2, we hypothesized that the 
cecal and fecal microbial community structure would 
change over time in response to consuming a high-
fiber diet. To test this hypothesis, pigs surgically fitted 
with a cecal cannula were fed a control or a high-
fiber diet (22.5% soy hulls). The utilization of  a cecal 
cannula allowed for cecum digesta sampling over 
time during the course of  the experiment. Briefly, with 
respect to growth performance, pigs fed the control 
diet were observed to have improved feed intake 
and body weight gain. With respect to microbial 
community structure, cecal and fecal microbial 
communities were different, and those communities 
change in response to dietary fiber.

Future analyses, as we continue to refine these 
models, will include identifying specific cecal 
microbial species that impact digestibility and health. 
In addition, we hope to identify biomarkers of  gut 
health that may be attributed to the cecum, which 
may have implications for gut health.

Tom Burkey is a professor in UNL’s 
Department of Animal Science/
Nonruminant Nutrition, and is 
associate dean (CASNR); Josh 
Knapp recently completed his 
doctoral studies in UNL’s Animal 
Science Department and will be 
starting a position as associates 
swine nutritionist with Ralco 
Nutrition, Marshall, Minnesota.

Larry E. Sitzman  
Youth in Nebraska  
Agriculture  
Scholarship  
Applications are due 
November 10

College students enrolled as 
full-time undergraduate or graduate 
students at a fully accredited 
Nebraska college in an agriculture 
related degree program are 
encouraged to apply for the $1,000 
Larry E. Sitzman Youth in Nebraska 
Agriculture Scholarship. 

The deadline to apply is 
November 10. Applications will be 
reviewed, and selection notifications 
will be sent by December 1.  
Students may apply for the 
scholarship online  
by visiting  
nepork.org.
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Under the direction of Past 
President Shana Beattie, and with 
the approval of the Nebraska 
Pork Producers Association 
(NPPA) Board of Directors, the 
NPPA Research Committee was 
reestablished in 2021. A diverse 
blend of producers, industry, and 
specialist volunteers responded to 
the call for committee members. 
Serving on the research committee 
are: Jared Lierman, Beemer; Shana 
Beattie, Sumner; Ethan Stephenson, 
Shelby; Jennifer Ruby, Howells; 
Dave Hanson, Hartington; Daryl 
Sander, Platte Center, and Walt 
Traudt, Clay Center.

The Research Committee 
provides the direction that helps 
NPPA generate producer research 
for Nebraska’s pork farmers in 
the most efficient and professional 
manner possible. Through the 
analyzation and prioritization of 
research projects, this committee 
addresses concerns facing the 
industry from the producer’s 
perspective. This focus allows 
NPPA to fund research that creates 
opportunities for future generations, 
protect Nebraska’s natural 
resources, provides producers the 
tools to manage sustainability 
and establish sound production 
practices.

After reviewing the Request for 
Proposals (RFP’s) submitted in 2022 
the committee approved funding 
for PRRS Transmission research 
to Dr. Amy Millmier Schmidt and 
associates Dr. Hiep Vu and Dr. 
Benny Mote. Research projects 
are funded by dollars provided by 
Nebraska’s pork farmers through 
their checkoff payments. 

UNL Study Examines PRRSV 
Transmission Risk in Nebraska
By Dr. Amy Schmidt, UNL Associate Professor, 
Livestock Bioenvironmental Engineer.

The economic impact of the 
porcine reproductive and 

respiratory syndrome virus (PRRSV) 
is substantial, making control of this 
devastating disease a top priority 
for the U.S. swine industry. While 
attempts to eradicate the disease 
have been made, unseasonal spread 
of the disease in summer 2021 
and continuing into spring 2022 in 
Nebraska has raised questions by 
major swine production companies in 
Nebraska about transmission of the 
virus via aerosols produced during 
manure handling activities. The 
concern about increased prevalence 
of PRRSV infection transmission by 
aerosolized manure is emphasized 
by the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association (NPPA) by its states 
research priority in the Request for 
Proposals of “explore why PRRS 
appears to be more prevalent in 
the summer months in Nebraska…
and what specific factors may be 
contributing to these outbreaks.” 
Thus, there is a fundamental need to 
assess transmission risk for PRRSV 
to naïve pigs exposed to aerosolized 
manure during pit agitation and 
effluent irrigation. 

Dee et al. (2009) demonstrated 
the aerosolized spread of bioactive 
PRRSV at distances of 4.7 km 
(2.92 miles), the greatest distance 
they tested, from the exhaust fans 
of a 300 head swine barn that was 
experimentally infected with a 
specific PRRS isolate. Increased 
windspeed and gusts were 
significantly associated with an 
increased probability of a positive 

PRRS sample with wind speeds 
during the positive samples being 
4.6 m/s (10.3 mph). While cool, 
wet, cloudy, and windy weather is 
the most ideal for the aerosol spread 
of viruses, Hermann et al. (2007) 
reported the half-life of PRRSV 
being four minutes at a temperature 
as high as 41˚C (105˚F) allowing for 
the aerosolized spread of bioactive 
PRRSV during intense heat given 
wind speeds are sufficient to 
mobilize the virus, which is common 
in Nebraska, even in summer. The 
winter of 2021 through the spring of 
2022 has been noted as the second 
windiest period in Nebraska history 
and it might not be a coincidence 
that PRRS outbreaks have had a 
dramatic increase this year. Two 
documented cases of PRRSV spread 
this season in Nebraska alone point 
to a major wind event breaking farms 
multiple miles away from the source 
farm. The first was a wind event in 
December that showed the same 
isolate reaching two different farms 
that were three miles and eight miles 
from the closest source farm. The 
second event was noted as a site the 
that was 14 miles from the source 
farm breaking with the same strain of 
PRRSV with the wind direction pre-
break directly in line from the source 
farm to the farm that broke. While it 
is hard to eliminate all other routes 
of virus transmission, the serological 
data showed it was the same isolate 
for both instances and no other 
connections between the farms were 
identified.

NPPA Research 
Committee Funds 
UNL’s Study of PRRSV 
Transmission in Nebraska
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The long-term goal of this 
proposal team – comprised of the 
Nebraska Swine Extension Specialist 
(Dr. Mote), the Nebraska Livestock 
Bioenvironmental Engineering 
Specialist (Dr. Schmidt), and a faculty 
researcher in the Department of 
Animal Science and the Nebraska 
Center for Virology (Dr. Vu) – is to 
verify the role of swine manure 
handling activities in transmission 
of PRRS. While the PRRS virus 
is not an enteric disease, and as 
such is not excreted in the feces of 
infected animals, the virus has been 
isolated in urine, serum, and saliva 
for up to 14, 21, and 42 days post 
inoculation, respectively (Wills et al., 
1997). Oral fluids can be discharged 
from the mouths and noses of pigs 
during eating, drinking, and chewing 
activities. Urine and oral fluids 
carrying the virus are comingled with 
stored manure that falls through slats 
in the floor of the production area, 
presenting an opportunity for stored 
manure to harbor the virus. Manure 
stored in deep pits beneath swine 
production areas remains relatively 
undisturbed during months of the year 
when land application is not feasible 
due to weather (e.g., when soil is 
frozen or snow-covered). However, 
removal of the slurry – typically in 
late spring and late fall – involves 
agitation, or mixing, of the large, 
stored volume to suspend solids 
and improve consistency of land-
applied manure. We hypothesize that 
aerosols produced during slurry pit 
agitation and/or irrigation of lagoon 
effluent are capable of transmitting 
the PRRS virus during wind events 
that coincide with manure handling 
events. Low infectious dose of 
the PRRS virus coupled with high 
viability in the environment can 
create major challenges to eradication 
of the disease if airborne transmission 
during manure handling activities is 
confirmed.

The following objectives for this 
research study are proposed:

ObjecTive 1.  Quantify the 
prevalence of the PRRS virus in 
urine and feces from PRRSv-
infected pigs. Urine collected directly 
from the bladders and feces from 
the rectums of infected pigs will be 
evaluated for the presence of PRRSV.

ObjecTive 2.  Quantify the 
prevalence of the PRRS virus 
in feed expelled by pigs during 
feeding activities. Feed collected 
from feeders and flooring in the 
proximity of feeders following pig 
feeding activities will be collected and 
evaluated for the presence of PRRSV.

ObjecTive 3.  Determine the 
risk of infection among PRRSv-
naïve pigs exposed to aerosols 
produced during manure slurry 
agitation and lagoon effluent 
irrigation. Naïve pigs isolated in 
bio secure rooms will be exposed to 
aerosolized manure via agitation of 
slurry and misting of effluent from 
PRRSV-positive manure storages.

ObjecTive 4.  Determine 
the association among manure 
pit agitation, manure transport, 
and effluent irrigation with PRRS 
outbreaks on neighboring farms. 
A longitudinal survey study will be 
conducted whereby data from at least 
10 swine production operations in 
Nebraska that have tested positive 
for PRRSV in the past 12 months 
(“source” farms) will be gathered to 
determine timing and types of manure 
handling activities conducted by 
each operation since verification of 
PRRSV-positive status. Prevalence of 
viral outbreaks on at least 10 swine 
operations within 20 miles of each 
positive site (“neighbor” farms) will 
be statistically analyzed in comparison 
to climatic data to describe potential 
viral transmission related to manure 
handling activities.

Benefit of Research to Industry. 
The proposed research directly 

addresses an urgent and critical issue 
among swine producers of discerning  
the role of aerosolized manure from 
PRRSV-infected herds in transmission  
of the virus via air. Through the proposed 
studies, we anticipate advancing the 
current body of knowledge related 
to PRRSV transmission vectors and 
disseminating the results of our research 
via publication and presentation of the 
outcomes to technical and producer 
audiences.

The call for proposals to which 
this proposed project is submitted for 
consideration states as a priority the need 
to “explore why PRRS appears to be 
more prevalent in the summer months 
in Nebraska…and what specific factors 
may be contributing to these outbreaks.” 
There is evidence that the PRRS virus can 
be excreted in the urine and oral fluids 
of infected animals. While excretion in 
feces of infected animals is, to date, not 
confirmed, this route of excretion will 
be investigated with the expectation that 
outcomes will further support past study 
results. Additionally, evidence of viral 
survival in feed and feed ingredients 
during commercial transport has been 
reported (Dee et al., 2022) making feed 
spillage during feeding activities another 
potential transmission route for viral  
entry to stored manure systems.

Value of Proposed Research. 
To date, the potential role of manure 

during agitation and application activities 
remains a knowledge gap that impedes 
the development of recommended 
practices to address this potential 
transmission vector. The first step to 
addressing infectious particles carried 
by air during manure handling as a 
transmission vector for PRRSV is to 
confirm the presence of the virus in  
stored manure and demonstrate the risk  
to naïve pigs of contracting the virus 
when exposed to aerosols created during 
such activities.
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“Cactus Cares” donated 270 pounds of 
hams to Holy Family Church in Omaha for their 
outreach program that feeds lunch to about 260 
people each day, Monday through Friday.  They 
plan to donate quarterly to the Holy Family 
program. 

Rod Leman from Cactus 
Feeders delivered the hams 
to Jeff Spangrud at Holy Family. 
Russ and Tami Vering with 
Central Plains Milling helped 
facilitate the donation. Cactus 
Cares is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit committed to feeding 
a hungry world starting 
with family, friends and 
neighbors in their own 
communities across  
the U.S. 

Cactus Cares collaborates with local 
 foundations and institutions to ensure a 
more sustainable source of food for at-risk 
people over the long-term. The program was 
set up to help the communities and causes 
where Cactus Feeders and Cactus Family Farms 

operate. The goal of Cactus 
Cares is to provide ongoing 
support for local food pantries 
with direct donations of beef 
and pork, as well as setting 
up and facilitating grants 
and scholarships for young 
people bound for colleges 
or tech schools, mentoring 
others to be better leaders in 
their own communities, and 
improving the well-being 
of those they serve. 

Cactus Family Farms Puts WE CARE Program in Action! 
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A question I often encounter is what standard rates for  
 finishing are.  Obviously, it depends on whether we 

are talking wean-to-finish or regular finishing, and if we are 
talking about older finishers or new facilities.  New facilities 
generate more revenue, but older finishers, if providing 
good production, can still generate decent revenues.   
For this situation, let’s look at standard finish (feeder pig-
to-finish).

Most facility arrangements are set up on a per pig 
space per year basis.  Rates for grow finish can range 
from $30 to $42 per pig space.  Broken out they would be 
as follows:

Weeks/Year 52 52 52 52  52

Weeks in Production  16  17 18 19 20

Turns/Year 3.25 3.05 2.89 2.74 2.60

Rate/Year (Bottom) $30 $30 $30 $30 $30

Rate/Turn $9.23 $9.84 $10.38 $10.95 $11.54

Weeks/Year 52 52 52 52  52

Weeks in Production  16  17 18 19 20

Turns/Year 3.25 3.05 2.89 2.74 2.60

Rate/Year (Middle) $36 $36 $36 $36 $36

Rate/Turn $11.07 $11.80 $12.45 $13.14 $13.84

Weeks/Year 52 52 52 52  52

Weeks in Production 16  17 18 19 20

Turns/Year 3.25 3.05 2.89 2.74 2.60

Rate/Year (Top) $42 $42 $42  $42 $42

Rate/Turn $12.92 $13.77 $14.54   $15.33  $16.15

Depending on the area, rates may be stated on a  
per pig space per year basis, or by a turn-to-turn basis.  
On a turn-to-turn basis, rates are $9 per head per turn to 
upwards of $16 per head per turn.  For older facilities, I see 
rates in the $10-11 per head per turn, to newer facilities at 
$14 per head per turn.  Some producers prefer the rate of a 
turn-to-turn basis, because contract feeding arrangements 
and commitments to certain facilities may last only one 
turn.  The biggest consideration is if you are being asked to 
provide services on a shorter- or longer-term agreement.  

This brings up the question as to whether all finisher 
barns are created equal.  The majority of buildings on 
the market are double curtain, total slat facilities.  But I 
have seen the traditional Modified Open Front finisher 
from the ‘90s perform just as well as a total slat finisher.  
What is your facility worth?  It will depend on one primary 
factor: Average daily gain.  Daily gain performance drives 
performance and value per facility.   I will cover average 
daily gain in future articles. Please feel free to drop me an 
email at Steve@nepork.com or call me at 402-239-1749.  

By Steve Hoefer, Allied and Producer Services Director, NPPA

Examining Yardage Rates  
In Grow Per Finish (Feeder Pig to Finish)
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The benefits of the Strategic Investment Program (SIP) are immeasurable. NPPC’s
efforts to expand international markets and free trade, public policy outreach at 

the national level and prevention of foreign animal disease  are among the factors
that make my SIP investment so valuable.  By working directly with NPPC and

the Nebraska Pork Producers Association, I see  the SIP investment at work for all
pork producers and I am proud of the way we are represented at the state and

federal levels.  NPPC’s work gives me a voice  on issues that impact my farming
operation while allowing me to focus on what I do best: raising safe, high-quality

pork.  I encourage fellow producers to join me in this investment as we put our
resources together to protect our livelihoods.

 

-Shana Beattie
Nebraska Pork Producer and  SIP Investor

INVEST IN SIP TODAY!

www.nppc.org/join-us



     rian Zimmerman, along with his wife, 
Tammy, son Austin and daughters Shelby 
and Korene, raise pigs just west of Beatrice. 
The Zimmermans have a specialized pig 
farm, raising exhibition and breeding stock. 
The family’s operation raises purebred 
Berkshires, Durocs, Hampshire, Spots, and 
Yorkshires, along with quality crossbreds. 
They are well known nationwide for raising 
quality breeding stock. Their pigs are 
winning championships every week across 
the nation during livestock show season. 
Recently, one of their championship 
pigs was also the top selling pig at the 
Springfield, Illinois National Summer Show.  

Brian is a past president of the 
Nebraska Pork Producers Association 
and has been active in developing and 
promoting educational programs for youth 
to learn about the industry.  On the national 
level, Brian has served on the National 
Pork Board for six years serving on the 
administrative, International Trade, Animal 
Welfare and Demand Enhancement 
committees. The Zimmerman family has 
been honored by the Nebraska State 
Fair and inducted into the Nebraska Pork 
Checkoff Hall of Fame. One of Brian’s 
most inspiring memories happened while 

on a tour of a cold storage warehouse in 
China. Off in a corner, he spotted a logo 
he recognized. Looking closer, he noticed 
it was a pallet of Farmland Foods products 
from Nebraska.  As a pig farmer, he knew 
that his pork products are feeding people 
all over the world, but when he saw it for 
himself, it was really special. 

Brian doesn’t just raise championship 
pigs. He is also a skilled smoker and grilling 
expert.  He says it is a hobby and a passion, 
rather than a career. Brian and his trailer 
loaded with a smoker and grill can often 
be spotted at corporate catering events, 
friends’ weddings, and graduation parties. 

“Catering is fun and challenging,” Brian says. 
“Sometimes I say yes, just because l like 
to be challenged.” Brian loves to try new 
recipes and tweak them to his own taste; 
wife Tammy is at the ready for clean up. 
Recently, Brian catered a corporate event 
for 2,000 people at the World Pork Expo in 
Des Moines.  How much food do you need 
to feed 2,000 people?  Brian prepared 600 
pounds of ribs, 400 pounds of pulled pork, 
brats, bacon beans and potato salad. In 
addition, a 150 pounds of cole slaw.  This 
pig farmer knows how to cook for a crowd 
that loves pork!

NPPA Continues  
Its Content 
Marketing Campaign 
in October 

The Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association 
(NPPA) continues its 
highly effective content 
marketing campaign this fall 
utilizing the Omaha World 
Herald’s Values section 
on Wednesdays, which 
reaches 330,000 households. 
Additionally, NPPA is utilizing 
digital presence on the 
FeastandField website and 
10 Nebraska newspaper 
websites.  NPPA’s January 
to April content outperformed 
normal digital social 
engagement, reaching 
380,610 impressions, with an 
impressive average click-
through rate (CTR) of 3.30. 
This is much higher than the 
standard Facebook CTR 
of .90.  October’s content 
features Brian Zimmerman, 
who tells his farm story that 
imbodies the Power of Pork 
in Nebraska.

Meat the Pig FarMer
Brian Zimmerman – October

The Zims Catering Crew

Brian and Tammy Zimmerman

B
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   Justin Hankins, Omaha

Justin is a credit analyst at Farm Credit Services 

of  America, specializing in the Agribusiness 

Capital Swine and Beef  division of  the company. 

He has over 15 years in the 

banking and finance world. His 

education at the University of  

Nebraska–Kearney includes a 

B.S. in business administration 

with emphasis in management 

and a minor in economics. He 

also attended the Iowa State 

University School of  Ag Banking. 

Justin was a member of  the 2017 

NPPA Pork Leadership Program.

   Katie Stack, Fremont

Katie became the carcass evaluation and 

animal welfare manager for Hormel Foods (now 

WholeStone Farms) plant in 2017. She moved into 

a hog procurement role in 2019, 

and became the manager of  

hog procurement in 2021. She 

grew up on a small cow/crop 

operation in northeast Illinois, 

worked on a farrow-to-finish 

operation throughout college, 

and started with Hormel Foods 

as a production supervisor at 

a facility in southern Wisconsin. 

She says her additional involvement in the industry 

includes being a TQA and PQA advisor, PAACO-

certification for meat plant auditing, and is currently 

participating in the SHIP Traceability working group. 

She has a B.A. in agriculture business and animal 

industry management from Illinois State University. 

NPPA Elects  New Directors
The Nebraska Pork 

Producers Association 
(NPPA) announces the 
election of  five new 
members to its board  
of  directors.

  Aaron Holliday, Columbus

Aaron is a nursey and finishing manager 

for JaMor Pork. He has been actively 

involved in the swine industry for over 15 

years, from sow farms 

and boar studs to harvest 

plants and everything in 

between. Aaron was a 

member of  the 2019 NPPA 

Leadership Group, and 

a member of  the 2021 

Pork Leadership Institute 

sponsored by National 

Pork Producers Council 

(NPPC) and the National Pork Board (NPB). 

He is currently working toward a master’s 

degree in animal physiology, with plans to 

graduate at the end of  the year. Arron says 

he is “excited to join the Nebraska Pork 

Producers Association Board and looks 

forward to becoming more involved at the 

local, state and regional levels.” 
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Mike Wisnieski is retiring from 

the NPPA Board of  Directors. He is 

with Standard Nutrition in Omaha, and 

joined the board in 2016. Wisnieski 

has served as a delegate to the 

National Pork Producer Council 

(NPPC) and the National Pork Board 

(NPB) Pork Forum. He participated 

in the national Pork Leadership 

Institute, and has made several trips 

to Washington, D.C., representing 

Nebraska’s pork farmers on Capitol 

Hill during NPPC’s Legislative Action 

Conferences. “Mike was a very 

active director,” NPPA President 

Jared Lierman said. “His knowledge, 

leadership and enthusiasm for the 

pork industry was always appreciated 

and we thank him for his service.”

NPPA Elects  New Directors
   Cody Lambrecht, Blair

Cody is a recent graduate of  South 

Dakota State University, where he earned his 

undergraduate degree in agriculture science 

and swine production. He 

is currently working with the 

family operation, Lambrecht 

Farms, as a herdsman within 

the farrow-to-finish and cow/

calf  operations. Branching 

out on his own as Lambrecht 

Livestock, he has built a 

finishing unit and is currently 

custom feeding for the family 

operation. 

   David May, Henderson:

David grew up in Hampton, Nebraska on a 

40-to-50 sow farrow-to-finish family operation. 

In 2017, after leaving the pork industry for a 

few years, David bought an 

acreage, having the feeling his 

two daughters at home would 

“LOVE” pigs. He purchased four 

gilts in the fall of  2017, planning 

to breed them for January 

litters for Fair season. The 

family operation currently has 

18 sows, about half  purebred 

of  multiple breeds (Berkshire, 

Duroc, Spot, Poland China, Tamworth) and other 

crossbreeds. “Our farm name, Maykin’ Bacon 

Show Pigs and Butchers, is a direct reflection of  

our operation,” he says. “We breed for show pigs, 

as well as for quality pork, which we sell locally as 

well as in-state and out-of-state.” 
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hoosing a career path can 
be difficult. In a world full 
of occupational options, it 

is helpful to receive a little guidance 
along the way. That’s why the Nebraska 
Pork Producers Association (NPPA) is 
extending help to college-age students 
to apply to participate in the Pork 
Ambassador Program.

The Pork Ambassador Program 
is a career development program 
that provides a variety of hands-on 
experiences to promote leadership 
and communication skills, ultimately 
fostering career development. The 
NPPA Pork Ambassador Program is 
more than just a scholarship. It’s a way 
for students to build their capacity as 
a leader and professional in the swine 
and agriculture industries in Nebraska. 
The program provides students with 
an opportunity to identify future 
career goals and to evolve into strong 
agricultural advocates.

The NPPA wants college-age 
students to be a part of the Pork 
Ambassador Program. If students are 
connected to agriculture and believe 
in the future of the pork industry, they 
are encouraged to apply for these $500 
scholarships. Applicants do not have to 
be a pork producer. 

How it works
Year long programming will run 

from January 1, 2023 to January 1, 
2024. During that time students will 
attend seminars where they will learn 
about various aspects of the pork 
and agriculture industries and have 
opportunities to promote Nebraska’s 
pork industry. Upon completion, 
students will receive a $500 scholarship 
toward their education expenses. 
Students will not be responsible for any 
expenses to participate in the program.

eligible applicants must
•   Be enrolled full-time in a Nebraska 

post-secondary school, and be 
between 18-23 years of age.

•   Be able to attend all meetings and 
complete all requirements before 
receiving his/her scholarship.

•   Have access to and communicate 
effectively via email.

Develop the skills needed 
to be a strong advocate for 
agriculture by

•  Shadowing industry professionals
•  Promoting pork
•  Blogging
•  Volunteering
•   Engaging in personal and professional 

development seminars
•  Attending meetings

Who Should Apply?
College age men and women who 

have an interest in agriculture and the 
pork industry. You don’t have to be a 
pork producer.

What Will i Do?
Job shadow pork industry 

professionals, promote agriculture 
and the pork industry, improve 
your leadership, team building and 
communications skills. You’ll also travel 
to the World Pork Expo, Nebraska Pork 
Expo, and other exciting industry tours 
and group events.  

Apply!
Interested students should complete 

the application on www.nepork.org 
and submit an up-to-date resume 
by November 1. Applications will be 
reviewed, and selection notifications 
will be sent by November 15. For more 
information, contact Sophia Lentfer: 
sophia@nepork.org or 531-500-3423.

Pork Ambassador Program  
Applications Due November 1

c



The demos were a collaborative 
effort between Midwest Dairy and 
NPPA. A good time was had by all and 
everything Chef Nader created was 
no recipe required and a delicious 
combination of pork and diary!

Chef Nader elevates  
Pork and Dairy at  
the 2022 Nebraska  
State Fair

As per usual, one of the highlights of 
NPPA’s year is hosting cooking demos 
in the Raising Nebraska building at 
the Nebraska State Fair. Chef Nader 
from Billy’s restaurant in Lincoln stole 
the show once again “performing” for 
four sessions over Labor Day weekend. 

Raising the bar@Raising Nebraska
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We’re in it together.
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Do you want to invest in a new livestock 

facility or expand your current one?  Then 

here’s some good news from the Nebraska 

Farm Bureau. You may qualify for a refundable 

income tax credit of up to $500,000, thanks 

to the work of Nebraska Farm Bureau and 

other agricultural organizations, including the 

Nebraska Pork Producers Association. There 

is $10 million per year available for each of the 

next five-years. Each year, when the $10 million 

is gone, that will be it for the year. No more 

applications will be accepted. 

 Whether building a new barn, buying a  

new feeder, upgrading manure handling 

equipment, or installing state-of-the-art smart 

technology, this is an opportunity to get  

a leg up in an industry that is constantly 

improving by modernizing operations and 

increasing capacity.  This includes livestock 

housing, confinement, feeding, production, 

and waste management.  The grant can be 

up to 10% of a project’s estimated investment 

cost.  The total investment cannot be less than 

$50,000, but an investment of up to $5,000,000 

can be applicable.

You can submit applications for multiple 

investment projects.  November 1, 2022 is the 

final day to apply, but projects can be completed 

in the next calendar tax year.  Currently 

$1,000,000 has been allocated, so $9,000,000 

remains for new applicants.  Grants will be 

rewarded as a tax credit on your business tax 

returns.   We encourage you to take advantage 

of this tax credit program. 

To find out more about the program, go 

to this link: https://revenue.nebraska.gov/

incentives/rural/application-guide.

Note: Please contact me with any questions 

you may have. 

Steve Hoefer

(Cell) 402-239-1749 

Steve@NePork.org

By Steve Hoefer, Allied and Producer Services Director, 
NPPA

Planning to Build or  
Renovate Facilities? 

 
Check Out This Tax Credit 
Opportunity...

By Steve Hoefer, Allied and Producer Services Director, NPPA
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Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153
www.wiechmanpig.com

Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows

Underweights, Roaster Pigs

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:

WIECHMAN
Pig Company Inc.IN THE 

SWINE 
BUSINESS, 
NOTHING 
COMES 
EASY.

UNLOCK BETTER PERFORMANCE

AUTOMATEDPRODUCTION.COM

But, that’s true of anything 

worthwhile. It’s why AP works 

hard to help you perform 

better. With lasting quality, 

friendly support and an 

honest desire to get it right.

Learn how AP can help you 

unlock better performance.



www.NEpork.org

PlAN To ATTEND! 

Graduate Hotel Lincoln 
November 11, 2022 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  
and dinner will be  
served 7:15 p.m.

limited Seating –  
Tables of Eight – Individual 
Ticket Price $125

Tickets available  
at nepork.org

Scott David Nelson was born January 
31, 1976, in Albion, Nebraska 

to Verdell and Joan (Bennett) Nelson. 
He was raised in Newman Grove 
and graduated from Newman Grove 
Public High School in 1994. Scott 
attended Central Community College in 
Columbus, where he played basketball 
and received an associate degree 
in agriculture. After graduation, he 
returned to the family farm working 
alongside his father and grandfather 
raising corn, soybeans, cattle, and hogs. 
Scott also worked at Beller Feedlot 
for many years. He was a member of 
Lindsay Holy Family Catholic Church 
and was currently serving on the 
Newman Grove School Board. Scott 
was a past director of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association.

Scott married Kristin (Didier) on 
June 5, 2010, in Negril, Jamaica. They 
built a life together on their farm north 
of Newman Grove with their five 
children.

When Scott was not dedicating his 
time to raising his crops or livestock or 
advocating for agriculture, you could 
find him tossing a ball around with 
his kids, coaching their little league 
teams or attending the sporting events 
of not only his kids, but his nieces and 
nephews. His comments could always 
be heard in the crowd. Scott was a  
graduate of the Nebraska LEAD #30 
Program and took pride in sharing his 
story with others. Scott was very active 
and dedicated to his community and 
wanted to see it succeed.
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We give a pork  
about your swine.
We know you’re committed to 
your herd, and at QC Supply, we 
match that dedication. We sweat 
the small stuff so you can focus 
on what’s important - efficient 
and thoughtful production. 

Got a question that needs 
answering? A problem that needs 
fixing? Share your story – we’ll 
explore solutions alongside 
you and provide the support, 
services, and products you need.

30+ Hometown Locations 
800-433-6340
qcsupply.com
Interactive Catalog

Visit Our Hometown 
Headquarters
574 Rd 11 • Schuyler, NE 68661

qcsupply-ad-NE Pork Producers Assoc 2022-q2.indd   1 3/2/22   3:36 PM
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Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com

Chris Ford  
chris.ford@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Tim Nagorske 
tim.narorske@raboag.com     

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support 
through the years, and welcome to our new Allied Members. 
We are greatly appreciative of our new members continuing 
to renew your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association. We look forward to a successful 2022 
with our three tiers of membership.

If you have any questions, please contact Steve Hoefer at 
steve@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505. 2 0 2 2  M e M b e r s

Molly Trausch
mtraushc@dnaswinegenetics.com 

Jenna Chance
Jenna.chance@elancoah.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com

Todd Heisterkamp
todd@cshe.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Randy Leete
randy.leete@apcproteins.com

Jeff Luebbe
jeff.luebbe@zoetis.com
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Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Barrie Luers
bluers@midwestlivestock.com 

Scott Ritzman
scott@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com Seth Fevold

seth.fevold@tyson.com
Ron Browning

rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.com

Allison Zabel
Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Henry Zachis
hzach@settje.com

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com
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bronze Level ($350)
cOmPAny cOnTAcT emAiL
A. J. O’Mara Group, LLC John O’Mara sales@ajomara.com
Agri Sales Inc. Brad Carlton brad@agrisales-inc.com
Ag Team Build Brent Green brent@agteambuild.com
Allflex Austin Woltemath  austin.woltemath@merck.com 
American Resources LLC Tony J Nelson tony@pigequipment.com
BioSec Jennifer Ruby jruby@biosec.us
Bridgeport Corp Chad Nedved chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com
CAM Spray Jim Gillispie Gillespie@camspray.com
CIH Donald Moy dmoy@cihedging.com
Central Confinement Service LLC Sydney Ridgeway sridgeway@cencon.com 
Central Valley Ag Robert Turek turek@cvacoop.com
Choice Genetics Tim Marker  timothy.marker@choice-genetics.com
Commodity Solutions Jed Christensen jedc@commoditysolutions.com
Datamars Livestock Trisha Klement trisha.klement@datamars.com 
Design Agri-Systems, Inc. Randy Eisenmenger dsignag@gmail.com
Endovac Animal Health  Curtis Stutheit  cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com 
Farmers Cooperative Dorchester Kevin Wittler kwittler@farmersco-operative.com 
Fast Genetics     Mike O’Neal moneal@fastgenetics.com 
GenePro, Inc. Kristofer Lansman lasman@genepro-inc.com 
JES Environmental Services, Inc. Reece Sukovaty reece@jesenv.com
Jyga Technologies - Gestal Jake Bonwell jbonwell@jygatech.com
Lamson Dugan & Murray LLP Sean Minahan sminahan@ldmlaw.com
Livingston Enterprises, Inc. Bruce Livingston bruce@livingstonent.com
Minitube USA, Inc. John Quackenbush john@minitube.com
National Pork Board Rob Christine rchristine@pork.org
National Pork Producers Council Tyler Bettin bettint@nppc.org
Nebraska Corn Growers Association Kelly Brunkhorst bzanga@necga.com
Nooyen USA Nick van Roy nickvanroy@nooyen.com 
Northeast Community College  Tara Smydra taras@northeast.edu
Nutrient Advisors Andy Scholting records@nutrientadvisors.com
Omega 3 Family Farms, LLC Dennis Nuttelman office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.  Robin Friedrichs robin@osborne-ind.com
Phibro Animal Health Corp. Mark Rooney mark.rooney@pahc.com
PSI Precision Structures Incorporated Chris Harmsen charmsen@psi.team
Provimi North America, Inc. Mike Clark mclark@provimi-na.com
Topigs Norsvin USA Patricia Rodel patricia.rodel@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health  Alanna Harrison  alanna.harrison@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products Randy Paseka wcrandy@windstream.net
Whole Hog Ron Brodersen ronb@wholehogai.com
XF Nebraska Dennis Nuttelman nd04056@windstream.net
Zoltenko Farms Inc Lannin Zoltenko lannin.zoltenko@ZFIstud.com
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1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

Don’t settle for anything less than Hog Slat’s Free 

Access Stall. Heavy galvanized construction with 

a balanced gate activation combines to give you 

years of trouble-free operation. Give us a call when 

planning your next new or remodeling project.

Simply 
the Best

SEE IT IN ACTION!


