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Nebraska pork producers and their checkoff  investments.

Calendar of Events
July
20  Pork Expo and NPPA Annual Meeting, 
 York

August
19 VIP Baseball Event, Haymarket Park,  
 Lincoln

August 26-September 5
Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island 

September
9  Pork Chop Scramble, Oakland

22 Taste of Elegance, Champions Run,   
 Omaha

24 Stuhr Museum Farm to Table,  
 Grand Island

25 Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen, Omaha

October
22  Imagination Bacon, Grand Island

November   
11 Bacon, Bourbon & Brews, Lincoln

For more information on any of these scheduled events,  
call 888-627-7675 or www.nepork.org

NEBRASKA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION

Board of Directors
Kyle Baade Plymouth (402) 239-2229  
Shana Beattie  Sumner (308) 325-1278
Aaron Doerr Creighton (402) 640-2953 
Jared Lierman Beemer (402) 750-1596
Connor Livingston Fairbury (402) 300-0240 
Ryan Preister Humphrey (402) 416-6867
Jennifer Ruby Howells (580) 461-2648
Hunter Thomas Broken Bow (308) 870-4386
Walter Traudt Clay Center (402) 469-7381
Mike Wisnieski Omaha (402) 548-5761
Mark Wright Fremont (402) 719-7526 
Allison Zabel       Omaha                  (402) 372-7616

Executive Committee
President, Jared Lierman   Beemer    (402) 750-1596
President-Elect, Mark Wright Fremont (402) 719-7526
Vice President, Connor Livingston Fairbury (402) 300-0240
Past President, Shana Beattie   Sumner (308) 325-1278

Ex Officio Board Members
Steve Wellman, Nebraska Department of Agriculture  (402) 471-6807
Dr. Clinton Krehbiel, UNL Head of Animal Science   (402) 472-6766
Russ Vering, National Pork Producers Council  (402) 719-1499
Bill Luckey, National Pork Board   (402) 910-2906 
Dr. Roger Dudley, Nebraska State Veterinarian  (402) 471-6834 
Benny Mote, UNL/Swine Extension Specialist  (402) 472-6033

NPPA Office nppa@NEpork.org  (888) 627-7675
Executive Director  Al Juhnke (531) 500-2786
Domestic Marketing Director  Jane Stone (402) 525-1525
Finance Director/Board Liaison Dee Petersen (531) 500-2763
Education Director  Sophia Lentfer  (531)-500-3423
Allied Industry Services Director Steve Hoefer (531) 500-3505

National Pork Producers Council (515) 278-8012

National Pork Board  (800) 456-7675

2   Nebraska Pork Talk – July/August/September 2022 888-627-7675

Nebraska Pork Talk is published quarterly by the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association, Inc. (NPPA) to a circulation of approximately 
4,900, including all identified Nebraska pork producers and a variety 
of industry supporters.
All editorial and advertisements are screened along rigid standards, 
but the publisher assumes no responsibility for accuracy or validity 
of claims, nor guarantees the absence of errors or omissions; all 
rights are reserved. Editorial and advertising information is due in 
the NPPA office by the first of the month preceding the publication. 
NPPA has the right to accept or deny any submissions.
All inquiries and address corrections should be directed to the 
Nebraska Pork Producers Association. 
Nebraska Pork Producers Association 
4435 O Street, Suite 200 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
Phone: (888) 627-7675 
Fax: (531) 500-5005 
Email: nppa@NEpork.org 
www.NEpork.org
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NPPA Leaders Travel to Bogota, Colombia
NPPA leaders and key state agriculture 

principals traveled to Bogota, Colombia, as 
part of the Nebraska Governor’s Trade Mission 
to the Alimentec Corferias Expo June 6 to 11. 
Making the trip were NPPA President Jared 
Lierman of Beemer, and NPPA President-
Elect Mark Wright of Fremont, who joined Lt. 
Governor Mike Foley, Steve Wellman, director 
of the Nebraska Department of Agriculture, and 
other agricultural leaders in the delegation.

The five-day trade mission focused on 
recognizing the 10th 
anniversary of the Trade 
Promotion Agreement 
(TPA) between the U.S. and 
Colombia, and highlighted 
the importance of lowering 
agricultural tariffs. The 
U.S. and Colombia signed 
a TPA in May 2012, which 
immediately eliminated 
tariffs of over 80% U.S. 
exports of consumer 
and industrial products to 

Colombia. Remaining tariffs will be phased out 
over 10 years. Colombia is a growing market 
for American exporters and a good economic 
and policy partner for the U.S.

Members of the group took turns staffing the 
Nebraska agricultural promotional booth in the 
U.S. pavilion at the Alimentec Corferias Expo. 
Alimentec has established itself as the leading 
platform for the food, beverage and hospitality 
industries in the Andean Region, the Caribbean 
and Latin America. The fair is the ideal scenario 

to present various products 
and services related to food 
and gastronomy. 

Meetings with U.S. 
Embassy and FAS leaders, 
engagements with industry 
leaders, current and potential 
importers of Nebraska 
products, local grocers, and 
social media influencers 
were held to promote 
Nebraska agricultural 
products.

Mark Wright, 
Fremont  

Special pig treats at the Alimentec  
Conferias Expo.

Jared Lierman, 
Beemer
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biosecurity breaches are the above-mentioned items. So where 
did the PRRS virus come from?  While we are over 10 miles 
away from a pig farm, we are seven miles from U.S. Highway 
77, a major transport route for pigs. Viral load of PRRSv in 
Nebraska has been on the rise, increasing the probability that 
pigs being transported carry and shed PRRSv.

While we can’t be completely certain, as not all the pigs 
on our university research farm are constantly sampled for 
health, we feel confident that due to positive PRRS test results 
of pigs being utilized to investigate PRRSv replication, we 
caught the break early enough to come close to pinpointing 
our patient zero.  As a research farm, we collect far more data 
than commercial farms with the biggest two for this purpose 
being individual pig identification and the pens the pigs are 
in throughout their lives.  Thirty-six freshly weaned pigs from 
eight sows were slated to be utilized in a PRRS research 
project investigating the replication of PRRS virus.  Six of 
36 pigs tested positive for PRRSv via PRRS ELISA testing.  
Four of the six positive pigs were the only four pigs shipped 
out for the project raised on a single sow, 16540.  The sow/
litter location was in the middle of a 12-crate farrowing room. 
One of those four PRRS positive pigs raised on sow 16540 
was cross-fostered onto the sow from a litter where all pigs 
remaining on the birth dam were PRRS ELISA negative.  The 
lone pig tested from the crate to the left of the infected litter 
was negative. One of five pigs from the crate to the right of the 
infected litter was positive.  The only other positive pig in the 
batch of 36 tested was from the last crate in the room closest 
to the exhaust fan with multiple PRRS ELISA negative pigs in 
that litter, as well.  Pigs from five other sows were shipped and 
were all PRRS ELISA negative. Follow-up testing using PCR 
for PRRS confirmed not only those six pigs were positive for 
PRRS, but so were the rest of the pigs. This wasn’t unexpected, 

Traditionally, Nebraska has fared better than many of 
our neighbors when it comes to such swine diseases 

as PRRS and PED.  However, the last several months have 
been extremely brutal here in Nebraska in relation to PRRS 
breaks.  High health farms that have never had PRRS before 
succumbed to it this year.  High health farms that don’t have 
pigs within 10 or even 20 miles broke.  Big farms, little farms, 
commercial farms, and clean show-pig farms all were affected 
because PRRS does not discriminate on the size or type of 
farm. What is so different this year than in years past?  One 
thing we do know is that we have had considerable consistent 
and sustained wind all spring.  It has been documented 
that PRRS can be viable several miles downwind of the 
source farm even in light winds, especially in cool and cloudy 
conditions. 

When we think of biosecurity on our farms, we have a litany 
of items that must be done every day without fail to keep our 
pigs healthy.  If we skimp on any one item, we open ourselves 
to the opportunity for a disease to enter the farm.  Many times, 
that one skimp will not result in a health break, but all it takes 
is for one pig on the farm to be infected with the disease--the 
so-called patient zero-- to spread the disease to the rest of 
the pigs.  Throughout its history, until this April, our university 
farm had been naïve for PRRSv. We don’t have pigs within a 
10-mile radius of us.  The last live pig introduction to the farm 
was cesarian derived boars 30-plus years ago. Our swine farm 
is fenced in. Our feed mill is on-site with corn harvested there 
at the research center.  Because the farm runs on a modified 
batch system, we were a month out from the last semen order.  
The pigs on campus for research and teaching all tested 
negative for PRRS, which eliminated the disease piggybacking 
in with researchers or students from campus to the farm.  Entry 
logs to the unit showed everyone had the required downtime. 
When we think of disease breaks, the first things we check for 

By Dr. Benny Mote, PhD, Assistant Professor, UNL Swine Extension Specialist

PRRS and Biosecurity

(continued on page 5)



www.NEpork.org

 Nebraska Pork Talk – July/August/September 2022   5

considering the pigs were transported and housed together 
for four days post-weaning prior to PRRS testing. Given the 
lag time needed for a positive PRRS ELISA test from infection, 
a lot more PRRS testing of sows and piglets in all areas of 
our farrow-to- finish farm, including time frame for sows to no 
longer be PRRS PCR positive, sow feed intake records, sow/
piglet treatment records, and previous herd health testing. We 
were then able to narrow the time frame of the initial infection 
that broke our research farm.  Research into that time frame 
didn’t pinpoint a smoking gun for a biosecurity break.  Without 
a smoking gun, we are left contemplating if our PRRS break 
was due to a wind event. We know that sow 16540 was 
gestating in our south gestation row, which is immediately in 
front of and facing the curtain.  To us, it seems more probable 
that 16540 became infected in gestation by the curtain rather 
than in the middle of a farrowing room, but with PRRSv, we 
cannot be certain.  While we cannot pinpoint where the PRRS 
break originated from, it does underscore the need to ensure 
we follow biosecurity procedures to the letter every day, for 
what we can control as it only takes a single pig becoming 
infected to be patient zero for a farm.  A farm breaking with 
PRRS is devastating enough, but what about a foreign animal 
disease?  

The situation at our swine farm has brought a lot of 
sleepless nights contemplating what has been done for 
biosecurity, what can we control, what has changed in the 
industry and what can we do better going forward at our unit 
and as an industry as a whole? Historically, the countryside 
was populated by lots of pigs housed in outside lots and 
evolved into pigs housed indoors.  This was a major boost to 
herd health.  Farms then transitioned from single site farrow-
to-finish operations to multisite operations in the name of herd 
health.  Initially, multisite operations simply meant having a few 
miles separation between the different production segments, 

but now it is not uncommon for pigs to be transported 
hundreds of miles from the sow farms in higher health regions 
to finishing facilities closer to feed and packing capacity. When 
the farms, especially sow farms, remain healthy, the system 
works well.  However, for each additional farm that breaks with 
a virus, the disease load in the area is amplified.  With all-in all-
out production of nursery and finisher sites, those farms can be 
returned to a high health status more easily than a sow farm.  
From the time a sow farm breaks with a disease until they 
either eventually return to negative status by implementing 
herd closure, vaccination, or depopulation and repopulation, 
health-challenged pigs leave the sow farms with potential to 
spread their disease at their new site as well as along the way.  
The rough number that is quoted is that the U.S. swine industry 
has a million pigs on the road every day.  All farmers want their 
neighbors to practice good biosecurity and have high-health 
pigs to protect their own herd. But when a farm breaks, what 
consideration do we have for our neighbors? Do we need our 
veterinarians have a vet-to-vet chat? Do we call them and 
let them know?  Do we even know who our neighbors are 
who have swine farms that could be impacted? Do we route 
our trucks to avoid as many farms as possible? The financial 
impact these decisions have on our herds is never taken 
lightly, but so should the impact to our friends, neighbors 
and the industry as a whole.  As a swine industry, we are in 
this together with the one health mantra regardless of our 
operation size or market.  Whether we are commercial, show 
pig, or niche market, or have one sow or a million, the herd 
health of our industry truly is all for one and one for all.  

I will end this article with two questions for each of us to 
ponder. What can each of us do better to help the health of 
the industry? What will be the next paradigm shift in swine 
production to enhance herd health?



Do you want to invest in a new livestock 

facility or expand your current one?  Then 

here’s some good news from the Nebraska 

Farm Bureau. You may qualify for a refundable 

income tax credit of up to $500,000, thanks 

to the work of Nebraska Farm Bureau and 

other agricultural organizations, including the 

Nebraska Pork Producers Association. There 

is $10 million per year available for each of the 

next five-years. Each year, when the $10 million 

is gone, that will be it for the year. No more 

applications will be accepted. 

 Whether building a new barn, buying a  

new feeder, upgrading manure handling 

equipment, or installing state-of-the-art smart 

technology, this is an opportunity to get  

a leg up in an industry that is constantly 

improving by modernizing operations and 

increasing capacity.  This includes livestock 

housing, confinement, feeding, production, 

and waste management.  The grant can be 

up to 10% of a project’s estimated investment 

cost.  The total investment cannot be less than 

$50,000, but an investment of up to $5,000,000 

can be applicable.

You can submit applications for multiple 

investment projects.  November 1, 2022 is the 

final day to apply, but projects can be completed 

in the next calendar tax year.  Currently 

$1,000,000 has been allocated, so $9,000,000 

remains for new applicants.  Grants will be 

rewarded as a tax credit on your business tax 

returns.   We encourage you to take advantage 

of this tax credit program. 

To find out more about the program, go 

to this link: https://revenue.nebraska.gov/

incentives/rural/application-guide.

Note: Please contact me with any questions 

you may have. 

Steve Hoefer

(Cell) 402-239-1749 

Steve@NePork.org

By Steve Hoefer, Allied and Producer Services Director, 
NPPA

Planning to Build or  
Renovate Facilities? 

 
Check Out This Tax Credit 
Opportunity...

By Steve Hoefer, Allied and Producer Services Director, NPPA
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USDA Appoints Bill Luckey to National Pork Board

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
announced the reappointment of Bill Luckey, 

Columbus, Nebraska to a second term to the 
National Pork Board (NPB). Luckey was first 
elected to the NPB in 2019 and will serve an 
additional three-year term beginning June 2022 
and ending June 2025.

The National Pork Board is composed of 15 
pork producers nominated by the National Pork 
Producers Delegate Body, which is made up of 
155 producer and importer members. 

Since 1966, Congress has authorized the 
development of industry-funded research and 
promotion boards to provide a framework for 
agricultural industries to pool their resources 
and combine efforts to develop new markets, 
strengthen existing markets and conduct 
important research and promotion activities. 
AMS provides oversight to 22 boards, paid for 
by industry assessments, which helps ensure 
fiscal accountability and program integrity.

The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
policy is that diversity of the boards, councils, 
and committees it oversees should reflect the 
diversity of their industries in terms of the 
experience of members, methods of production 
and distribution, marketing strategies, and other 
distinguishing factors, including but not limited 
to individuals from historically underserved 
communities, which will bring different 
perspectives and ideas to the table. 

Bill is a long-time advocate of the pork 
industry. Prior to joining the National Pork 

Board, he has served as the president and 
secretary of the Pla-Co Pork Producers, 
president and vice president of the Nebraska 
Pork Producers Association, the National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC) Board of Directors 
and several committees. Other leadership and 
affiliations include Nebraska Soybean Growers, 
Nebraska Lead Class XIX, Platte County 
Ag Society, Platte County Extension Board, 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Columbus Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Nebraska Rural Radio 
Association, Platte Valley Cattlemen and Speak 
up for Ag.

He was awarded the 2012 Hall of Fame 
award from the University of Nebraska and 
Block and Bridle Club. Bill attended Platte 
College and University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
majoring in animal  
science.
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Busy Days for NPPA’s New Education Director

Sophia recently visited with high school 
students in Curtis.

Sophia connects with fourth 
graders in Grand Island.

The NPPA’s new education director, Sophia 
Lentfer, has been keeping busy since her 

March 2022 appointment to the position.  
As education director, she works closely with 

elementary, secondary and post-secondary 
education providers, 4-H 
and FFA leaders to keep 
them informed around 
Nebraska’s pork industry. A 
2020 UNL graduate in animal 
science, Sophia has been 
deeply involved already 
with several agriculture 
education events around the 
state.

On March 15, for example, 
the Firth native spoke to 
about 600 fourth-grade 
students in Grand Island 
about the various aspects 
of the pork industry, including housing, by-
products, the environment and the variety of 
pork products derived from pigs. “It was a great 
day for everyone involved,” she says.

Also in March, the NPPA was a sponsor of the 
National Block and Bridle convention in Lincoln, 
where Sophia worked our booth, giving her the 

opportunity to spread the word about Nebraska’s 
pork industry.

She also participated in the Nebraska 4-H 
Farrowed and Owned Swine Cohort, providing 
important background for young people 

interested in learning more 
about the swine industry, then 
participated in Career Day at 
Omaha’s Crestridge Elementary 
School. 

Recently, Sophia presented 
pig nutrition background 
to 100 Nebraska high school 
students in Curtis. Her schedule 
continues to fill up rapidly, as 
she’s been asked to attend and 
observe additional agriculture-
related events that will provide 
her with more opportunities to 
reach young people interested 

in farming and livestock production. 
“I have been very grateful for the 

opportunities I’ve had so far to represent the 
NPPA at these events,” she says. “I can’t wait  
to continue sharing my passion of the pork  
industry with the youth and educators in 
Nebraska.”
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As I have worked with producers through the years, 
many have asked me what normal and customary rates 
for renting nursery facilities are.  This article is an effort 
to take an overview of what custom facilities are worth.  
First, let us break down the manner in which rates are 
determined.  Most producers I have worked with prefer 
a rate based upon dollars per pig per turn, so they know 
individual costs per head.  But rates are determined by 
how long (days) the facilities are turned.  Rental rates 
include days pigs are in the facility plus clean-up time to 
arrive at per turn totals.  The first factor to look at is Turns 
per Year on the facility, to come up with a dollars per head 
per turn, which can be annualized into an annual dollar/pig 
space.

On a 52 weeks per year schedule, we typically have 
the following turns:

Weeks in Nursery  
(less five days cleanup)    6 7 8 9
Weeks/Year (52)    52  52 52 52
Turns/Year 8.66   7.43   6.5 5.77
Typical rates $/Head $5.00 $5.50 $5.75 $6.00
Revenue/Pig Space/Year $43.30 $40.87 $37.38 $34.62

When entering into agreements, then, one must know 
the allotted time the facility will be tied up.  According to 
the preceding chart, one can see a fairly drastic difference 
in revenues/pig space.  But one needs to consider the 
days the building will be providing heat, and the per pig 
cost to do the basic work of turning the pig through the 
nursery.  In my dealings, then, one can see the range for 
yardage has been $5.00 to $6.00 per head for the nursery.

Another creative way producers have generated 
nursery payments is to pay on a cost/pound of gain basis.  
This is attractive in that the better performance of the pig, 
the more money the nursery owner generates.  It also 
accounts for greater income if pigs get big in the nursery 

and helps compensate the owner for wear and tear on 
facility.  One downside–if pigs are sick (and not the nursery 
owners’ fault), daily gain payments are less on a per head 
basis.  Typically, I have seen the structure at $1 per head 
in, $1 per head out, and $.07-.10 per pound of gain.  Here 
would be an example of such returns:

Weeks in Nursery 6    7    8     9
Days on Feed  
(Less 5 days cleanup) 37 44 51 58
Average Daily Gain (ADG) .85  .90  .95 1.0
Lbs Gain 31.5 39.6 48.45 58 
Cost/Gain ($/lb.) $.10 $.09 $.08 $.07
Gain Payment/$/head $3.15 $3.56 $3.88 $4.06
$1 In and Out Payment/Head  
(3% Death Loss Out)  $1.97  $1.97 $1.97 $1.97
Net Payment/Head $5.12 $5.53 $5.85 $6.03
Revenue/Pig Space/Year  
(Based on Turns/Year) $44.34 $41.09 $38.02 $34.79

As you can see, compared to the first example, the 
net payment per head ends up being a little more than the 
flat payment per head/turn.  If pig performance values are 
poorer on ADG, there would be less revenue per head.  If pig 
performance is better on ADG, there would be more revenue 
per head.  

Another question I encounter is what nursery facility 
rates are for providing the facility, but not the labor.  Most 
agreements are set up with the labor provided, but this 
situation does occur at times.  My experience is the facility is 
worth around 60-65% of the total yardage, but depends on 
the number of pigs spaces, and 35-40% for labor.  It takes a 
similar amount of time to care for 1,000 pigs as it does 2,000 
head.  Smaller facilities will ratchet up on labor, and down on 
the fixed payment for the facilities.  These are just examples; 
please feel free to call me and ask for particulars, I am here 
to help.  I can be reached at Steve@nepork.org or by phone 
at 402-239-1749.

By Steve Hoefer, Allied and Producer Services Director, NPPA

Examining Custom Feeding Rates 
for Nursery
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The benefits of the Strategic Investment Program (SIP) are immeasurable. NPPC’s
efforts to expand international markets and free trade, public policy outreach at 

the national level and prevention of foreign animal disease  are among the factors
that make my SIP investment so valuable.  By working directly with NPPC and

the Nebraska Pork Producers Association, I see  the SIP investment at work for all
pork producers and I am proud of the way we are represented at the state and

federal levels.  NPPC’s work gives me a voice  on issues that impact my farming
operation while allowing me to focus on what I do best: raising safe, high-quality

pork.  I encourage fellow producers to join me in this investment as we put our
resources together to protect our livelihoods.

 

-Shana Beattie
Nebraska Pork Producer and  SIP Investor

INVEST IN SIP TODAY!

www.nppc.org/join-us



The Ag Sack Lunch Program 
completed its 12th year of reaching 

Nebraska’s fourth-grade students 
with the message that agriculture is 
important to our state and in their lives, 
stressing food, fuel, and fiber.  And 
along with that message, the students 
enjoyed a free Nebraska sack lunch. 

The 2021-2022 school year’s 
program offered both in-person and 
virtual presentations, reaching a total of 
5,478 students from 123 schools across 
the state. In-person events tied in with 
class visits to the State Capitol Building 
in Lincoln as part of their fourth-grade 
curriculum. The free lunches were 
comprised of all-Nebraska produced 
food items. Students also received 
fun card games that feature Nebraska 
agriculture facts to take home to play 
with their families. Both in-person 
and virtual sessions were led by “Ag 
Ambassadors,” students from the UNL 
College of Agriculture.

The key message the program 
conveyed in both virtual and in-person 
presentations is the importance of 
agriculture in Nebraska, The Ag Sack 
Lunch presentation helps students make 

the connection between Nebraska farms 
and the food that feeds them and the 
world. Messages focused on soybean, 
corn, wheat, pork, beef, dairy and 
poultry facts, figures and benefits. 

Students participating in the 
virtual presentations heard the same 
presentations as the in-person students, 
and they also received the card games 
to play with classmates and family. 

Teachers who have had their classes 
participate in the program, both in-
person and virtual, say the presentations 
are very informative, and their students 
learned a great deal about the 
importance of agriculture in the state. 

Ag Ambassadors for the spring 
semester included Grace McDonald, 
Emily Zimmer, Jacque Johnson, Jadyn 
Fleischman, Karlie Gerlach, Megan 
Vrbka, Mikayla Martensen, Samantha 
Oborny, Sophia Svanda, Emma 
Schmidt, and Alexis Jansen.  The UNL 
students are all studying ag-related 
fields, and this experience gives them 
the opportunity to improve their public 
speaking skills while sharing their 
passion for agriculture and ag-vocating 
for the industry. 

The Ag Sack Lunch program was 
an idea born during a lunch meeting 

between NPPA staff and Lisa Lunz 
from Wakefield, who at the time 
was on the Nebraska Soybean 

Board. The program has continued 
to grow and gain other sponsors. 
Now, 12 years later, the Ag Sack 

Lunch Program is sponsored by the 
Nebraska Corn Board; the Nebraska 
Soybean Board; the Nebraska Pork 

Producers Association; Nebraska 
Beef Council; Midwest Dairy; 

Nebraska Poultry Industries; and 
Nebraska Wheat Board.

Ag Sack Lunch Wraps Up Successful 12th School Year
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2022 Nebraska

and NPPa annual Membership Meeting
PORK Expo
Learning Opportunities
Keynote Address:  
   9:20 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. 
   State Senator Tom Brandt

Senator Tom Brandt represents 
District 32. He was elected to the 
Nebraska Legislature in 2018.   
A fellow pork producer, Senator 
Brandt serves as vice chairperson of the agriculture 
committee, and also serves on the general affairs, 
judiciary, and building maintenance committees.   
He will provide a public policy update on the 
agriculture issues that the legislature may address in 
the next session. 

USMARC & UNL Research Presentation
10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Listen to the manager and researchers out at 

USMARC in Clay Center, Nebraska, as they talk 
about their facilities and the research being conducted 
in the swine industry. Thirty percent of their research 
efforts involve swine. You will also hear an update on 
UNL’s current research on these related issues.

On-Farm Sustainability Reporting
10 :00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
 11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Austin Knight,  
Agronomist with the SEC
Sustainable Environmental 

Consultants (SEC) and National 
Pork Board are partnering 
to provide pork producers with On-Farm 
Sustainability Reports. During this session, SEC 
will walk producers through how the report is 
generated, and the importance of having a report 
done for your operation. The program is supported 
by Pork Checkoff dollars, so is available to you at 
no additional cost.

Luncheon Speaker – National Pork 
Producers Council Update 
     Bryan Humphreys,  
     NPPC CEO

Bryan Humphreys is chief 
executive officer of the National 
Pork Producers Council (NPPC). 
In this position, he is responsible 
for the overall implementation of 
all NPPC programs. Humphreys’ position requires 
him to spend time in both Des Moines, Iowa, the 
national office of NPPC, and in Washington, D.C.  
Bryan will provide an update on the state of the 
pork industry and current public policy issues.

Troy McCain 
USMARC  
Facility Manager

Dr. Clay Lents 
USMARC 
Research 
Physiologist

Dr. Benny Mote 
UNL Assistant 
Professor 
Swine Extension 
Specialist

InnOvatIOn / EducatIOn / nEtwORKIng 
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and NPPa annual Membership Meeting

Nutrient & Manure Value  
Panel Discussion

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Experts discuss the various sides of nutrient 

values and using swine manure for your soil and 
how it can save money on fertilizer costs.  

Secure Pork Supply
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

    Dr. Benny Mote  
    UNL Assistant Professor  
    Swine Extension Specialist

Hear firsthand about the 
purpose of a Secure Pork Supply 
Plan and how it can benefit you, the farmer. It is 
crucial that we control diseases and understand how 
to take action if something were to occur. Listen in 
to learn what you can do if something happens. 

Renewable Energy in Pork Production
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

What is renewable energy? Listen to experts 
who will inform you about the various ways pork 
producers can benefit from using renewable energy, 
including tax credits and other helpful resources.

Veterinarian Panel 
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

 Moderator: Dr. Dudley, DVM, 
Nebraska State Veterinarian,  
A panel of expert veterinarians 

will discuss what is happening in 
the swine industry when it comes to 
diseases, medicines, and what they 
are seeing in the swine industry.

Panel includes:  Dr. Brian Schantz, DVM 
Dr. Tom Tetznick, DVM 
Dr. Matt Finch, DVM 

It’s a day of education, innovation, networking 
at the trade show and FREE breakfast, lunch 
and hors d’oeuvres!  Be sure to pre-register at 
becomeafan.org to make your FREE reservation 
today.

Dr. Amy Schmidt 
UNL Associate 
Professor
Livestock 

Jason Kvols  
Dixon County 
Swine Producer 
Laurel, Nebraska 

Dr. Elliott Dennis 
UNL Assistant 
Professor 

Mike Drilling 
1 Source Solar

Walt Traudt 
Pork Producer, 
Clay Center

Ron Rose 
Renewable 
Energy 
Consultant, 
Nebraska Public 
Power District

InnOvatIOn / EducatIOn / nEtwORKIng 

Wednesday, July 20, 2022
Holthus Convention Center
3130 Holen avenue
York, Nebraska
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INGREDIENTS
2 lb. pork belly 
1/2 cup coconut milk (for brushing on the grill)

MARINADE INGREDIENTS 
6 cloves garlic
2 Tbsp. cilantro
1/2 tsp. ground white pepper
2 Tbsp. light brown sugar
2 Tbsp. oyster sauce
2 Tbsp. fish sauce
1 Tbsp. soy sauce
1 Tbsp. cornstarch

DIPPING SAUCE INGREDIENTS 
2 Tbsp. fish sauce
2 tsp. light brown sugar
1 tsp. red chili flakes
2 Tbsp. cilantro leaves (finely chopped)
1 small shallot (diced)
1 lime (juiced)
1 Tbsp. soy sauce

DIRECTIONS
1. Slice pork against the grain into bite-sized 

pieces, roughly 1/2 inch thick by 1-2 inches 
long. Place in a sealed plastic bag.

2. For marinade: Place all marinade 
ingredients in a food processor and blend 
until smooth. Pour into plastic bag with pork 
and marinade overnight in refrigerator. 

3. For dipping sauce (Nam Jim Jaew):  
Mix all ingredients together until the sugar 
has dissolved. Place in a covered container 
in the refrigerator until ready to use. 

4. Preheat your grill to a medium-high heat.
5. Remove pork from the refrigerator and 

thread pieces onto 7-8 skewers. Press 
together tightly to form a compact and 
uniformly shaped piece.

6. Place on the grill and brush with some 
coconut milk. Cook for 2-3 minutes, then 
turn the skewers and brush again with 
coconut milk.

7. Continue cooking 2-4 minutes, until internal 
temp of 145°F is reached. Remove from 
heat, let rest 3 minutes and serve.

Find more recipes and  
cooking inspiration at pork.org.

© 2022 National Pork Board, Des Moines, Iowa USA. 

Mu Ping
Grilled
Pork Skewers
7-8 SERVINGS
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IngredIents
1 1/2 pounds ground pork 
1/4 cup onion (minced)
4 tablespoons fresh cilantro (finely chopped)
1/2 teaspoons seasoned salt 
12 slices Italian bread 
1/4 cup apricot preserves 
1/4 cup mayonnaise 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 
2 teaspoons cilantro (minced)

dIrectIons
1.  In large bowl combine pork with onion, the 

4 tablespoons of cilantro and seasoned salt; 
form into 6 patties and set aside. Prepare 
grill for direct heat grilling. Meanwhile, for 
apricot mayonnaise, combine mayonnaise, 
preserves, lemon juice and 2 teaspoons 
cilantro, then set aside or cover and 
refrigerate until ready to serve.

2.  Grill burgers over medium-high heat 
for about 5-6 minutes per side; remove 
and keep warm, until an instant read 
thermometer reads 160° F, Grill bread for 
1-2 minutes per side, until lightly toasted. 

3.  To assemble sandwiches, spread 
mayonnaise mixture on one side of 
each slice of bread. Top with burgers 
and remaining bread slice at an angle 
over burger. Pass any remaining apricot 
mayonnaise.

6 serVIngs

dress up your pork burgers this 
summer with this apricot mayo. 
the elevated mayonnaise is pork 
perfect and a tasty surprise.

Grilled  
Pork Burgers  
with Apricot 
Mayonnaise



NEBRASKASOYBEANS.ORG

Soybeans & Livestock.
We’re in it together.
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2 1 S T  A N N U A l 

PORK ChOP SCRAMBlE

Oakland Golf Club  
Friday, September 9, 2022

Shotgun start at 9:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION DEADlINE: September 1, 2022

Register online at nepork.org, or you can reach  
Steve at steve@nepork.org or 531-500-3505

REGISTRATION COSTS:
Foursome Team: $525
Allied & SIP Foursome Team: $475
Individual Player: $150

SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES:
Hole Sponsor - $375

ONLY LIVE PIGS
MAKE MONEY

30 years of research 
shows the impact of 
plasma in nursery diets.

SURVIVAL

APCproteins.com
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Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153
www.wiechmanpig.com

Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows

Underweights, Roaster Pigs

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:

WIECHMAN
Pig Company Inc.

SAvE thE DAtE!
Friday, August 19, 2022
Family-friendly vIP 
Lincoln Saltdogs Game.

Get up to 6 free tickets to enjoy 
baseball and a great fireworks 
display after the game!

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

PIGTEK HAS YOUR PROP 12-READY SOLUTIONS
PROP PARTNER

pigtek.net | 574.658.5000 | sales@pigtek.net

PIGTEK AMERICAS
PigTek Americas is a Division of CTB, Inc.
A Berkshire Hathaway Company

CTB ADVERTISING
Ad No. PT-2653-2Q-4v-4C
PigTek Swing Fix™ Stalls

Nebraska Pork Talk

PIGTEK’S SWING-FIX™ 
GESTATION STALLS

have a central lock and release 
function that works   with a block of 

stalls or individual stalls. Swing-Fix™

Gates can also be used to update back 
gates on existing conventional stalls to 

help meet new requirements. 

Contact us today for more information.

PREP FOR ANY “PROP”
THAT COMES YOUR WAY. 

PARTNER WITH PIGTEK.
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Hoefer Joins NPPA as Allied and 
Producers Services Director

SAvE THE DATE – 

November 11, 2022
Join us at the Graduate Hotel in 
Lincoln for an amazing 5-course 
meal! Each course will highlight a 
pork feature expertly paired with  
a bourbon or a brew.

Tickets available October 1st.

STEVE HOEFER of Lincoln has 
joined the staff of the Nebraska 
Pork Producers Association 
(NPPA) as Allied and Producers 
Services Director. He has been 
involved in the pork industry for 
over 40 years since growing up 
on a diversified crop and livestock 
operation in northeast Nebraska. 
Hoefer attended the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln and received 
his degree in animal science with a 
production option.

Hoefer’s responsibilities at the 
NPPA include managing all Allied 
Industry memberships, events and 
meetings, as well as soliciting new 
members. He will also be working 
with the National Pork Producer 
Council (NPPC) in managing the 
Strategic Investment Program 
(SIP), maintaining producer 

investor relationships, and new 
member recruitment. 

Hoefer brings with him an 
extensive background in all facets 
of the swine industry, including 
farm experience, sales, consulting 
on facility construction, genetics, 
nutrition, pig flow, ventilation 
and PQA audit preparation. Prior 
to joining NPPA, Steve was a 
livestock disease traceability 
coordinator for the State of 
Nebraska. In this position, he was 
responsible for disease oversight 
of all livestock entering and 
leaving the state. 

Hoefer assumed his position 
with NPPA on June 6, stating 
that he has a passion for pork 
production and believes he can be 
a resource in growing Nebraska’s 
pork industry.
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We give a pork  
about your swine.
We know you’re committed to 
your herd, and at QC Supply, we 
match that dedication. We sweat 
the small stuff so you can focus 
on what’s important - efficient 
and thoughtful production. 

Got a question that needs 
answering? A problem that needs 
fixing? Share your story – we’ll 
explore solutions alongside 
you and provide the support, 
services, and products you need.

30+ Hometown Locations 
800-433-6340
qcsupply.com
Interactive Catalog

Visit Our Hometown 
Headquarters
574 Rd 11 • Schuyler, NE 68661

qcsupply-ad-NE Pork Producers Assoc 2022-q2.indd   1 3/2/22   3:36 PM
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Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com

Chris Ford  
chris.ford@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Tim Nagorske 
tim.narorske@raboag.com     

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support 
through the years, and welcome to our new Allied Members. 
We are greatly appreciative of our new members continuing 
to renew your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association. We look forward to a successful 2022 
with our three tiers of membership.

If you have any questions, please contact Steve Hoefer at 
steve@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505. 2 0 2 2  M e M b e r s

Bill Nichols
bnicols@DNASwineGenetics.com

Jenna Chance
Jenna.chance@elancoah.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com

Todd Heisterkamp
todd@cshe.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Randy Leete
randy.leete@apcproteins.com

Jeff Luebbe
jeff.luebbe@zoetis.com
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Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Barrie Luers
bluers@midwestlivestock.com 

Scott Ritzman
scott@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com Seth Fevold

seth.fevold@tyson.com
Ron Browning

rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.com

Allison Zabel
Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Jake Hull
jhull@settje.com 

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com
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Bronze Level ($350)
Company ContaCt EmaIL
A. J. O’Mara Group, LLC John O’Mara sales@ajomara.com
A-FAN  Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Agri Sales Inc. Brad Carlton brad@agrisales-inc.com
AgroSoft North America Jon Tomsen ujt@agrosoft.net 
Allflex Austin Woltemath  austin.woltemath@merck.com 
Alltech Kade Scott kscott@alltech.com
American Resources LLC Tony J Nelson tony@pigequipment.com
Beller Biosecurity Strategies, Inc. John Beller john@bellerbiosecurity.com
BioSec Jennifer Ruby jruby@biosec.us
Bridgeport Corp Chad Nedved chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com
CIH Donald Moy dmoy@cihedging.com
Central Confinement Service LLC Sydney Ridgeway sridgeway@cencon.com 
Central Valley Ag Robert Turek turek@cvacoop.com
Choice Genetics Tim Marker  timothy.marker@choice-genetics.com
Commodity Solutions Jed Christensen jedc@commoditysolutions.com
Datamars Livestock Trisha Klement trisha.klement@datamars.com 
Design Agri-Systems, Inc. Randy Eisenmenger dsignag@gmail.com
Endovac Animal Health  Curtis Stutheit  cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com 
Farmers Cooperative Dorchester Kevin Wittler kwittler@farmersco-operative.com 
Fast Genetics     Mike O’Neal moneal@fastgenetics.com 
GenePro, Inc. Kristofer Lansman lasman@genepro-inc.com 
JES Environmental Services, Inc. Reece Sukovaty reece@jesenv.com
Jyga Technologies - Gestal Jake Bonwell jbonwell@jygatech.com
Lamson Dugan & Murray LLP Sean Minahan sminahan@ldmlaw.com
Livingston Enterprises, Inc. Bruce Livingston bruce@livingstonent.com
National Pork Board Rob Christine rchristine@pork.org
National Pork Producers Council Tyler Bettin bettint@nppc.org
Nebraska Corn Growers Association Kelly Brunkhorst bzanga@necga.com
Nooyen USA Nick van Roy nickvanroy@nooyen.com 
Northeast Community College  Tara Smydra taras@northeast.edu
Nutrient Advisors Andy Scholting records@nutrientadvisors.com
Omega 3 Family Farms, LLC Dennis Nuttelman office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.  Robin Friedrichs robin@osborne-ind.com
Phibro Animal Health Corp. Mark Rooney mark.rooney@pahc.com
PSI Precision Structures Incorporated Chris Harmsen charmsen@psi.team
Provimi North America, Inc. Mike Clark mclark@provimi-na.com
Purina Animal Nutrition  Todd Krause  tkrause@landolakes.com 
Swine Management Services, Inc. Mark Rix mark.rix@swinems.com
Topigs Norsvin USA Patricia Rodel patricia.rodel@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health  Alanna Harrison  alanna.harrison@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products Randy Paseka wcrandy@windstream.net
We Support Ag Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Whole Hog Ron Brodersen ronb@wholehogai.com
XF Nebraska Dennis Nuttelman nd04056@windstream.net
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Nebraska Pork Producers Association
4435 O Street, Suite 200
Lincoln, Nebraska 68510

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NEBRASKA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION TO INFORM ITS MEMBERS

© 2022 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved. Prices and promotions subject to change without notice. Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors.

1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

Don’t settle for anything less than Hog Slat’s Free 

Access Stall. Heavy galvanized construction with 

a balanced gate activation combines to give you 

years of trouble-free operation. Give us a call when 

planning your next new or remodeling project.

Simply 
the Best

SEE IT IN ACTION!


