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Portions of  Nebraska Pork Talk are partially funded by 
Nebraska pork producers and their checkoff  investments.

Calendar of Events
April
6-7 Spring LAC

June 
6-11 Governor’s Trade Mission,  
 Bogota, Colombia

8-10 World Pork Expo, Des Moines, Iowa

July
20  Pork Expo and NPPA Annual Meeting, 
 York

August 26-September 5
Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island 

September
9  Pork Chop Scramble, Oakland

22 Taste of Elegance, Champions Run,   
 Omaha

October
22  Imagination Bacon, Grand Island

For more information on any of these scheduled events,  
call 888-627-7675 or www.nepork.org
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Jared Lierman Elected NPPA President
Jared Lierman, Beemer, was elected 

president of the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association (NPPA) at its February meeting. 
Also elected at the meeting were Mark 
Wright, Fremont, president-elect, and Conner 
Livingston, Fairbury, vice president. 

About NPPA’s New Officers:
Jared Lierman, President

Jared, his wife Patricia, and their two sons, 
Rhett and Drew, live in Beemer. He is a third-
generation farmer and owner of 3L Farms, a 
wean-to-finish operation. Prior to becoming 
an NPPA director, he participated in the Pork 
Mentor program. 

First elected to the NPPA board in 2018, 
Jared was placed into the officer’s rotation 
as vice president in 2020. He has traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to participate in the National 
Pork Producers Council (NPPC) Legislative 
Action Conference (LAC). LAC is a bi-annual 
program that features NPPC staff and pork 
industry representatives updating producers on 
pending and emerging issues facing the U.S. 
pork industry.

As NPPA president, Jared said he “would 
like to expand opportunities for independent 
producers, develop options for interested 
persons to become pork producers, and push the 
conversation to update UNL’s facilities to help 
facilitate modern and relevant swine research. 

Mark Wright, President-Elect
Mark lives in Fremont with 

his wife and daughter. He is the 
assistant manager of Wiechman Pig 
Company Fremont division as well 
as the animal handling and welfare 
coordinator for all Wiechman Pig 
Company locations. He was first 
elected as an alternate director in 2019 and then 
elected as a director in 2020. 

In addition to serving as president-elect, 
Mark also serves on the legislative committee, 
has attended the National Pork Forum as a 
National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) 
delegate, and has participated in NPPC’s 
Legislative Action Conference held bi-annually 
in Washington, D.C. His association with NPPA 
permitted Mark to become a representative in 
the Pork Leadership Institute (PLI) program. 
PLI is a joint program of the National Pork 
Board (NPB) and NPPC. 

Connor Livingston, Vice President
Connor, from Fairbury, was 

first elected to the NPPA board 
in 2018. He has served as a Pork 
Forum delegate for the National 
Pork Producers Council (NPPC) and 
participated in the Pork Leadership 
Institute (PLI). 

Connor joined the family business, 
Livingston Enterprises, Inc. (LEI), in 2015 
and is currently the director of sites and mill 
operations. 

Outgoing President Shana Beattie 
turns the NPPA gavel over to new 
President Jared Lierman.
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On-Farm Sustainability Reports 
Demonstrate Pork Producers’ Commitment 
to People, Pigs and the Planet  

“When we’re talking about exports, sustainability 

comes up quite often,” he says. “Many of  us didn’t 

think our international partners really wanted to 

have a lot of  information about sustainability. But we 

found out we were wrong.”

To help, NPB has made available to all producers 

free On-Farm Sustainability Reports that highlight 

continuous improvement efforts.  The results of  all 

on-farm reports will be anonymously aggregated for 

state and national reports. 

“It’s been great to see our state associations 

lean into this and collaborate with producers, 

seeking continuous improvement as we think about 

our people, our pigs and our planet,” says Sara 

Crawford, Vice President of  Sustainability for the 

NPB.

NPB is partnering with third-party expert 

Sustainable Environmental Consultants (SEC) to 

make data collection and aggregation quick and 

efficient. These on-farm reports offer immediate 

value to pig farmers, who own the report data. 

Current on-farm report participants used their 

reports to make improvements to their operations 

that have benefited their bottom line. They also 

found value in sharing the reports with financial 

Animal welfare and good environmental 

practices are top of  mind for consumers, according 

to Checkoff-funded research.1 Consumers want 

to know pig farmers share their values and are 

committed to sustainable production. 

This includes assurance that farmers are 

committed to prioritizing animal well- being, 

reducing their environmental footprint, contributing 

to the well-being of  their communities, and more. 

That is why the National Pork Board (NPB) is 

funding research, sharing goals and developing 

tools that make it easier for producers and the 

industry to take credit for their progress and 

continued improvement. 

Today’s global marketplace expects industries 

to demonstrate progress on sustainability goals 

and metrics. For decades, pork producers have 

been at the forefront of  sustainability, embracing 

advancements that allow them to do more with less. 

The next step is to document this progress.

As recently quoted in Farm Journal, Bill Luckey, 

a Nebraska pig farmer and member of  the NPB’s 

board of  directors, says one of  the most important 

things U.S. pig farmers can do to boost export 

dollars is to get serious about tracking their 

sustainability efforts. 

Cover Crops

100%  
No-Till

Tillage

100%  
No Cover

Data provided by ABC Farms for the 2020 growing season and calendar year.
* EcoPractices estimates an environmental impact value for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
reducing soil erosion, and reducing nutrient loss due to reduced leaching. These estimates adhere to 
processes that are documented by the NRCS Technical Guides and publications from the EPA. These values are tailored to a specific location and participant’s 
operation. Models used are supported by USDA, NRCS, other government agencies, and major universities. Modeled results include input data from public 
resources for weather, soils, and historical crop rotation. Greenhouse Gas emissions and carbon sequestration potential were predicted using the COMET-Farm 
Application Program Interface 2020. The COMET-Farm tool was developed for the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service by the Paustian Research 
Group, Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory at Colorado State University, available at www.comet-farm.com.
** USDA, NRCS 2017 National Resource Inventory
This summary must not be edited or altered in any way without the involvement and consent of EcoPractices.

An Evaluation of Actual Performance

MANURE APPLICATION & SAVINGS
100% of acres received 
liquid manure fertilizer at an 
average of 5,450 gallons/
acre.

The average cost savings from manure 
applied was estimated to be $21.40 
per acre based on a reduced need for 
commercial N, P & K resulting in a total 
savings of $10,654.

ENVIRONMENTAL OUTCOMES
From the management practices at ABC Farms, which 
was 100% no-till and 100% no cover crop during 2020, 
the following environmental outcomes resulted.*

-0.12
0.04
1.0

CO₂e Emissions (tons per acre)

Carbon Sequestered (tons per acre)

Soil Erosion (tons per acre)

Overall Farm

EROSION AVERAGE
The USDA National Resources Inventory provides 
estimates on average erosion for different systems 
across the US.**

4.6 T/ac4.3 T/ac

Iowa Cropland National Average

Weather, Soils, and In-Field Management Practices 
influence the following environmental metrics

100% 

Cropland

SOIL  CONDITIONING INDEX (SCI )
Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) is a tool from NRCS that 
shows the trajectory of soil health. A positive SCI means 
a positive trajectory of soil health and vice versa.

The fields in the project are an overall + trajectory 
for SCI.

According to the 2017 US Ag Census, the national average 
is 4% cover crop adoption, 37% no-till adoption, and 35% 
reduced till adoption.

MANAGEMENT PRACTICE IMPACTS
Significant environmental benefits resulted from 
cropland acres compared to a conventional tillage, no 
cover crop scenario.*

            27 tons reduction of CO₂e, which is the   
 same as

    4 average passenger cars off the 
road for a year 

      
or 1 rail car of coal saved from being 
burned

            7 tons of soil carbon sequestered

      77 tons of soil saved instead of being lost  
 to erosion, which is the same as

  4 dump trucks of soil

 s          1           

Water

PROGRESS
 ❯ Updated soil tests available with KPI 

nutrients
 ❯ 25% of acres are under no-till 

management to protect from erosion
 ❯ 62% of acres had a cover crop to build 

organic matter and protect field through 
winter

 ❯ Utilize a grass and legume crop rotation

Soil Health

PROGRESS
 ❯ Utilizes nitrogen inhibitors to reduce 

leaching and protect water quality
 ❯ Recycles water at the farm
 ❯

edge of field into stream (NRCS CPS 
391/393)

SHORT TERM GOALS
 ❯ Establish flow meters to track water use 

at the farm
 ❯ Add soil moisture probe to apply water 

only when necessary
LONG TERM GOALS
 ❯ Add additional edge-of-field practices to 

protect water quality
 ❯ Upgrade pivots and nozzles to increase 

PROGRESS
 ❯ Pasture and hay fields are comprised of 

grasses, legumes, and brassicas (NRCS 
CPS 512)

 ❯ Maintains 10 acres of forested area 
around the farm

 ❯ Utilizes manure as organic fertilizer 
source to benefit soil life

Biodiversity

SHORT TERM GOALS
 ❯ Evaluating compaction issues to 

minimize use of subsoiler
 ❯ Increase usage of radish and cereal rye 

mixture for cover crop (NRCS CPS 340)
 ❯ Convert and increase no-till acres (NRCS 

CPS 329)
LONG TERM GOALS
 ❯ Determine optimum cover crop mixture 

and continue to experiment with species
 ❯ Increase Soil Organic Matter and Soil 

Organic Carbon

SHORT TERM GOALS
 ❯ Install wildlife boxes around the farm 

through partnership with local FFA (NRCS 
CPS 649)

 ❯ Wetland will be installed to filter nutrients 
and provide habitat (NRCS CPS 656)

LONG TERM GOALS
 ❯ Assess marginal edge of field acres to 

convert to native grasses and pollinator 
habitat

 ❯ Add additional crops into rotation (NRCS 
CPS 28)

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™SCIP

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

SCIP
Sustainable Continuous 

Improvement Plan™

SCIP

m ov
in g th

e need l e on re ge ner ati ve a gric ult ure

SCIP
Sustainable Continuous 

Improvement Plan™
moving the needle on regenerative agriculture

Aerial Report

Hill High - Field 1 - 2020

Acres:  12.73

Map Center

Lat: 44.017265506136
Lng: -84.005960829774

NWSW Sec 28-019N-004E
Deep River township

Arenac County
MI

Prepared by:
Sustainable Environmental Consultants

2021-02-22

   2018 Sustainability Analysis by EcoPractices            II

NITROGEN APPLICATION
27.4 tons of commercial nitrogen fertilizer
applied.

100% of acres received an average application
rate of 108 lbs/acre.

510 Acres from 13 Fields

US Easttern Region

MANAGEMENT PRACTICE 
IMPACTS
Significant environmental benefits resulted from 
cropland acres compared to a conventional 
tillage, no cover crop scenario.*

301 tons reduction of CO₂e, which is the
same as 

58 average passenger cars
road for a year 

or 0.7 rail cars (151 tons) of coal
saved from being burned

or average yearly energy use by 
30 American homes

61 tons of carbon sequestered

REDUCED SOIL  LOSS 
From soil practices currently in place, 
significant sediment was estimated to have 
been saved from reduced erosion in 2018.* 

  
957 tons of soil saved instead of being
lost to erosion, which is the same as 

60 dump trucks of soil

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N A LYS I S

12%  
Reduced 
Tillage

12%  
No Cover  

Crop

88%  
Cover  
Crop

Data is based on 12 participating dairies from Year 1 baseline data collected from the 2017 cropping season from January 1 to 
July 1, 2018.

* EcoPractices estimates an environmental impact value for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reducing soil erosion, and 
reducing nutrient loss due to reduced leaching. These estimates adhere to processes that are documented by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service Technical Guides and publications from the Environmental Protection Agency. These environmental impact values are tailored to a specific
location and participant’s operation or project. Models used are supported by USDA, NRCS, other government agencies, and major universities. Greenhouse Gas emissions and
carbon sequestration potential were predicted using the COMET-Farm Application Program Interface 2018. The COMET-Farm tool was developed for the USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service by the Paustian Research Group, Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory at Colorado State University, Available at www.comet-farm.com.

This summary must not be edited or altered in any way without the involvement and consent of EcoPractices.

An Evaluation of Actual Performance

REDUCED FERTIL IZER LOSS
From soil practices currently in place, estimated 
leaching reduction took place in 2018.

2 tons (or 4,054 lbs) of nitrogen
fertilizer saved from  into waterways.

N

Corn Silage 28.3%  
2.4 T/ac

Corn Grain 33.4%  
154 bu/ac

Soybean 38.3% 
4.8 T/ac 

88%  
No Till

Conservation 
Practice

Fields with 
Practice

Acres of 
Practice

Grassed 
Waterway 7 22

Wetland 1 3

GRASSES
❯ Cereal Rye
❯ Annual Rye
❯ Oats

LEGUMES
❯ Hairy Vetch
❯ Red Clover
 ❯ Crimson Clover

BRASSICAS 
❯ Canola Dwarf

 

Need from Producer

U.S.  PORK’S SUSTAINABILITY STORY
NATIONAL PORK BOARD PROJECT OPPORTUNITY

• 15 min intro call with SEC team
• Estimated 1 hour data collection for 2021 

growing season data

Collect Data: in-field and 
operation data

EcoPractices Process: behind the 
scenes work to obtain outcomes

Report Delivery: short call 
to review report

Summary Report: share pork 
story using aggregate report 
on all farms

For Participating Producers
• Your data is yours - EcoPractices helps bring it to life to share 

your story
• Your data is kept confidential, as a collection with other farms 

you will assist the pork industry to learn and better share the 
story of their producers

• Annual 2 page on-farm report with science into sound bites - 
share your report with family, landowners, community, banker, 
processor, buyers, customers, etc.

• Continuous improvement support
• Data aggregation and storage
• Identification of potential carbon market opportunities
• Assistance to locate funding opportunities for practice 

adoption and efficiencies

About the Project
Sustainability for America’s pork producers is about doing what’s right for people, pigs 
and the planet by following the industry’s We Care℠ ethical principles. We Care gives 
the pork industry a solid foundation to build upon. The next step is to measure efforts in 
each of the ethical principles. Pork producers are encouraged to request a customized 
On-Farm Sustainability Report to help measure and document continuous improvement 
efforts for the pork industry.

NPB is utilizing Sustainable Environmental Consultants’ EcoPractices platform for data collection and aggregation. 
The EcoPractices agronomic team will collect data where it is and how it is to minimize participant time. EcoPractices 
is a third-party verification and quantification sustainability tool for agriculture based out of Iowa.

Please visit porkcheckoff.org/pork-production-
management/sustainability

If  Interested

Conservation Practice Acres of Practice

Buffer 6

Wetland 3

Pollinator     
Habitat 1

→→

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2020 ON-FARM PRACTICES REPORT

About ABC Farms
In Central Iowa John and 
Jane Doe established their 
farrow to finishing operation 
in the early 2000s. As they 
continued to grow, new 
facilities were built in 2005. John and Jane 
have three children, Jack, Joey, and Jill. Each 
member of the family plays a role in the day to 
day operations.

Quantifying the Impact of 
Actual Farm Practices
The benefits were determined through 
EcoPractices’ unique process that is able to 
pinpoint the influence of specific agricultural 
practices. While agricultural practices have 
progressed to better care for natural resources, 
the ability to quantify the influence these 
practices have on sustainability has not kept 
pace. ABC Farms seeks to put evidence-based 
measurements to its farm practices. Having such 
data brings more depth to decision-making. 
Short- and long-term goals can be based upon 
more meaningful information.

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N A LY S I S

Feed is grown for pork production. The manure produced provides macro- 
and micro-nutrients to the crops while adding organic matter to the soil.

247 acres from 3 fields

NATIONAL PORK BOARD’S  
ENVIRONMENTAL INIT IATIVE

WE CARE PRINCIPLES –  PEOPLE,  P IGS,  & 
PLANET

The ethical principles for U.S. Pork 
Producers includes the Environment. This includes the use of manure 
as a valuable resource in a manner that safeguards air and water 
quality; includes air quality from production facilties to minimize the 
impact on neighbors and the community; and includes managing 
operations to protect the quality of natural resources.

The We Care initiative was launched in 2008 as a joint 
effort of the National Pork Board, the National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC), and state organizations 
representing farmers. Through the We Care initiative, 
we hope to earn the public’s trust by making this industry better for all 
concerned — animals, farmers, food industry partners, and consumers 
worldwide.

  ❯ Air Quality
  ❯ Carbon Footprint
  ❯ Emergency Action Plan
  ❯ Manure & Site 

Management

  ❯ Food Safety
  ❯ Animal Well-Being
  ❯ Environment

  ❯ Public Health
  ❯ Our People
  ❯ Our Communities

  ❯ Feed Management
  ❯ Manure Management
  ❯ Mortality Management
  ❯ Water Conservation

Iowa

ABC 
FARMS

Crop % Acres Yield
Corn Grain 82% 198 bu/ac

Soybean 18% 63 bu/ac

Type Sites Capacity
Sow 1 1,500

Finisher 2 40,000

Total 3 41,500
80,000 Total Pigs/Year

Marketed Hogs

SOLAR ENERGY
4% of the sites have solar panels

10.27(continued on page 5)
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institutions, suppliers and community members. 

“Industry-wide, we will continue to face pressures 

on environmental stewardship of  air, soil and water,” 

says Minnesota producer and NPB member Dale 

Stevermer. “To defend our ability to operate, we 

need current, real-life numbers and to be advocates 

and educators. We need baseline numbers so we 

can strive for continuous improvement. That is what 

the industry has built itself  on throughout the past 

50 to 60 years.”

The data collection process takes about two 

hours and can be submitted in any format. Key 

insights from the report may include: 

•  Promoting biodiversity on farms – planting 

more trees around our farms, for example;

•  Emphasizing a commitment to the community 

and employment, with salary and benefits, in rural 

America; and

•  Sharing the value of  manure when applied at 

the right levels and soil depth to improve soil health.

To learn more and request 

a free On-Farm Sustainability 

Report, visit porkcheckoff.org.

1.Checkoff  funded research with Heart + Mind Strategies, Oct 2021.

Bill Luckey encourages fellow pork 
producers to get on board with the NPB’s  
On-Farm Sustainability Reports.

“We can get more information back to our 
customers, not only here in this country, but 
abroad, too,” he says. “It’s going to be very 
important down the road that producers get 
involved with these sustainability reports. 
These reports will allow the U.S. pork industry 
to assure customers that the industry is 
doing the right thing for the environment, for 
the pigs, for farm employees, and more.”

Cover Crops

100%  
No-Till

Tillage

100%  
No Cover

Data provided by ABC Farms for the 2020 growing season and calendar year.
* EcoPractices estimates an environmental impact value for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
reducing soil erosion, and reducing nutrient loss due to reduced leaching. These estimates adhere to 
processes that are documented by the NRCS Technical Guides and publications from the EPA. These values are tailored to a specific location and participant’s 
operation. Models used are supported by USDA, NRCS, other government agencies, and major universities. Modeled results include input data from public 
resources for weather, soils, and historical crop rotation. Greenhouse Gas emissions and carbon sequestration potential were predicted using the COMET-Farm 
Application Program Interface 2020. The COMET-Farm tool was developed for the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service by the Paustian Research 
Group, Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory at Colorado State University, available at www.comet-farm.com.
** USDA, NRCS 2017 National Resource Inventory
This summary must not be edited or altered in any way without the involvement and consent of EcoPractices.

An Evaluation of Actual Performance

MANURE APPLICATION & SAVINGS
100% of acres received 
liquid manure fertilizer at an 
average of 5,450 gallons/
acre.

The average cost savings from manure 
applied was estimated to be $21.40 
per acre based on a reduced need for 
commercial N, P & K resulting in a total 
savings of $10,654.

ENVIRONMENTAL OUTCOMES
From the management practices at ABC Farms, which 
was 100% no-till and 100% no cover crop during 2020, 
the following environmental outcomes resulted.*

-0.12
0.04
1.0

CO₂e Emissions (tons per acre)

Carbon Sequestered (tons per acre)

Soil Erosion (tons per acre)

Overall Farm

EROSION AVERAGE
The USDA National Resources Inventory provides 
estimates on average erosion for different systems 
across the US.**

4.6 T/ac4.3 T/ac

Iowa Cropland National Average

Weather, Soils, and In-Field Management Practices 
influence the following environmental metrics

100% 

Cropland

SOIL  CONDITIONING INDEX (SCI )
Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) is a tool from NRCS that 
shows the trajectory of soil health. A positive SCI means 
a positive trajectory of soil health and vice versa.

The fields in the project are an overall + trajectory 
for SCI.

According to the 2017 US Ag Census, the national average 
is 4% cover crop adoption, 37% no-till adoption, and 35% 
reduced till adoption.

MANAGEMENT PRACTICE IMPACTS
Significant environmental benefits resulted from 
cropland acres compared to a conventional tillage, no 
cover crop scenario.*

            27 tons reduction of CO₂e, which is the   
 same as

    4 average passenger cars off the 
road for a year 

      
or 1 rail car of coal saved from being 
burned

            7 tons of soil carbon sequestered

      77 tons of soil saved instead of being lost  
 to erosion, which is the same as

  4 dump trucks of soil

 s          1           

Water

PROGRESS
 ❯ Updated soil tests available with KPI 

nutrients
 ❯ 25% of acres are under no-till 

management to protect from erosion
 ❯ 62% of acres had a cover crop to build 

organic matter and protect field through 
winter

 ❯ Utilize a grass and legume crop rotation

Soil Health

PROGRESS
 ❯ Utilizes nitrogen inhibitors to reduce 

leaching and protect water quality
 ❯ Recycles water at the farm
 ❯

edge of field into stream (NRCS CPS 
391/393)

SHORT TERM GOALS
 ❯ Establish flow meters to track water use 

at the farm
 ❯ Add soil moisture probe to apply water 

only when necessary
LONG TERM GOALS
 ❯ Add additional edge-of-field practices to 

protect water quality
 ❯ Upgrade pivots and nozzles to increase 

PROGRESS
 ❯ Pasture and hay fields are comprised of 

grasses, legumes, and brassicas (NRCS 
CPS 512)

 ❯ Maintains 10 acres of forested area 
around the farm

 ❯ Utilizes manure as organic fertilizer 
source to benefit soil life

Biodiversity

SHORT TERM GOALS
 ❯ Evaluating compaction issues to 

minimize use of subsoiler
 ❯ Increase usage of radish and cereal rye 

mixture for cover crop (NRCS CPS 340)
 ❯ Convert and increase no-till acres (NRCS 

CPS 329)
LONG TERM GOALS
 ❯ Determine optimum cover crop mixture 

and continue to experiment with species
 ❯ Increase Soil Organic Matter and Soil 

Organic Carbon

SHORT TERM GOALS
 ❯ Install wildlife boxes around the farm 

through partnership with local FFA (NRCS 
CPS 649)

 ❯ Wetland will be installed to filter nutrients 
and provide habitat (NRCS CPS 656)

LONG TERM GOALS
 ❯ Assess marginal edge of field acres to 

convert to native grasses and pollinator 
habitat

 ❯ Add additional crops into rotation (NRCS 
CPS 28)

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™SCIP

Sustainable Continuous 
Improvement Plan™

SCIP
Sustainable Continuous 

Improvement Plan™

SCIP
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SCIP
Sustainable Continuous 

Improvement Plan™
moving the needle on regenerative agriculture

Aerial Report

Hill High - Field 1 - 2020
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NWSW Sec 28-019N-004E
Deep River township
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NITROGEN APPLICATION
27.4 tons of commercial nitrogen fertilizer
applied.

100% of acres received an average application
rate of 108 lbs/acre.

510 Acres from 13 Fields

US Easttern Region

MANAGEMENT PRACTICE 
IMPACTS
Significant environmental benefits resulted from 
cropland acres compared to a conventional 
tillage, no cover crop scenario.*

301 tons reduction of CO₂e, which is the
same as 

58 average passenger cars
road for a year 

or 0.7 rail cars (151 tons) of coal
saved from being burned

or average yearly energy use by 
30 American homes

61 tons of carbon sequestered

REDUCED SOIL  LOSS 
From soil practices currently in place, 
significant sediment was estimated to have 
been saved from reduced erosion in 2018.* 

  
957 tons of soil saved instead of being
lost to erosion, which is the same as 

60 dump trucks of soil

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N A LYS I S

12%  
Reduced 
Tillage

12%  
No Cover  

Crop

88%  
Cover  
Crop

Data is based on 12 participating dairies from Year 1 baseline data collected from the 2017 cropping season from January 1 to 
July 1, 2018.

* EcoPractices estimates an environmental impact value for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reducing soil erosion, and 
reducing nutrient loss due to reduced leaching. These estimates adhere to processes that are documented by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service Technical Guides and publications from the Environmental Protection Agency. These environmental impact values are tailored to a specific
location and participant’s operation or project. Models used are supported by USDA, NRCS, other government agencies, and major universities. Greenhouse Gas emissions and
carbon sequestration potential were predicted using the COMET-Farm Application Program Interface 2018. The COMET-Farm tool was developed for the USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service by the Paustian Research Group, Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory at Colorado State University, Available at www.comet-farm.com.

This summary must not be edited or altered in any way without the involvement and consent of EcoPractices.

An Evaluation of Actual Performance

REDUCED FERTIL IZER LOSS
From soil practices currently in place, estimated 
leaching reduction took place in 2018.

2 tons (or 4,054 lbs) of nitrogen
fertilizer saved from  into waterways.

N

Corn Silage 28.3%  
2.4 T/ac

Corn Grain 33.4%  
154 bu/ac

Soybean 38.3% 
4.8 T/ac 

88%  
No Till

Conservation 
Practice

Fields with 
Practice

Acres of 
Practice

Grassed 
Waterway 7 22

Wetland 1 3

GRASSES
❯ Cereal Rye
❯ Annual Rye
❯ Oats

LEGUMES
❯ Hairy Vetch
❯ Red Clover
 ❯ Crimson Clover

BRASSICAS 
❯ Canola Dwarf

 

Need from Producer

U.S.  PORK’S SUSTAINABILITY STORY
NATIONAL PORK BOARD PROJECT OPPORTUNITY

• 15 min intro call with SEC team
• Estimated 1 hour data collection for 2021 

growing season data

Collect Data: in-field and 
operation data

EcoPractices Process: behind the 
scenes work to obtain outcomes

Report Delivery: short call 
to review report

Summary Report: share pork 
story using aggregate report 
on all farms

For Participating Producers
• Your data is yours - EcoPractices helps bring it to life to share 

your story
• Your data is kept confidential, as a collection with other farms 

you will assist the pork industry to learn and better share the 
story of their producers

• Annual 2 page on-farm report with science into sound bites - 
share your report with family, landowners, community, banker, 
processor, buyers, customers, etc.

• Continuous improvement support
• Data aggregation and storage
• Identification of potential carbon market opportunities
• Assistance to locate funding opportunities for practice 

adoption and efficiencies

About the Project
Sustainability for America’s pork producers is about doing what’s right for people, pigs 
and the planet by following the industry’s We Care℠ ethical principles. We Care gives 
the pork industry a solid foundation to build upon. The next step is to measure efforts in 
each of the ethical principles. Pork producers are encouraged to request a customized 
On-Farm Sustainability Report to help measure and document continuous improvement 
efforts for the pork industry.

NPB is utilizing Sustainable Environmental Consultants’ EcoPractices platform for data collection and aggregation. 
The EcoPractices agronomic team will collect data where it is and how it is to minimize participant time. EcoPractices 
is a third-party verification and quantification sustainability tool for agriculture based out of Iowa.

Please visit porkcheckoff.org/pork-production-
management/sustainability

If  Interested

Conservation Practice Acres of Practice

Buffer 6

Wetland 3

Pollinator     
Habitat 1

→→

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2020 ON-FARM PRACTICES REPORT

About ABC Farms
In Central Iowa John and 
Jane Doe established their 
farrow to finishing operation 
in the early 2000s. As they 
continued to grow, new 
facilities were built in 2005. John and Jane 
have three children, Jack, Joey, and Jill. Each 
member of the family plays a role in the day to 
day operations.

Quantifying the Impact of 
Actual Farm Practices
The benefits were determined through 
EcoPractices’ unique process that is able to 
pinpoint the influence of specific agricultural 
practices. While agricultural practices have 
progressed to better care for natural resources, 
the ability to quantify the influence these 
practices have on sustainability has not kept 
pace. ABC Farms seeks to put evidence-based 
measurements to its farm practices. Having such 
data brings more depth to decision-making. 
Short- and long-term goals can be based upon 
more meaningful information.

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N A LY S I S

Feed is grown for pork production. The manure produced provides macro- 
and micro-nutrients to the crops while adding organic matter to the soil.

247 acres from 3 fields

NATIONAL PORK BOARD’S  
ENVIRONMENTAL INIT IATIVE

WE CARE PRINCIPLES –  PEOPLE,  P IGS,  & 
PLANET

The ethical principles for U.S. Pork 
Producers includes the Environment. This includes the use of manure 
as a valuable resource in a manner that safeguards air and water 
quality; includes air quality from production facilties to minimize the 
impact on neighbors and the community; and includes managing 
operations to protect the quality of natural resources.

The We Care initiative was launched in 2008 as a joint 
effort of the National Pork Board, the National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC), and state organizations 
representing farmers. Through the We Care initiative, 
we hope to earn the public’s trust by making this industry better for all 
concerned — animals, farmers, food industry partners, and consumers 
worldwide.

  ❯ Air Quality
  ❯ Carbon Footprint
  ❯ Emergency Action Plan
  ❯ Manure & Site 

Management

  ❯ Food Safety
  ❯ Animal Well-Being
  ❯ Environment

  ❯ Public Health
  ❯ Our People
  ❯ Our Communities

  ❯ Feed Management
  ❯ Manure Management
  ❯ Mortality Management
  ❯ Water Conservation

Iowa

ABC 
FARMS

Crop % Acres Yield
Corn Grain 82% 198 bu/ac

Soybean 18% 63 bu/ac

Type Sites Capacity
Sow 1 1,500

Finisher 2 40,000

Total 3 41,500
80,000 Total Pigs/Year

Marketed Hogs

SOLAR ENERGY
4% of the sites have solar panels

10.27

Annual two-page on-farm report with science into sound bites -



Nebraska 
Pork Producers 
Association’s 
Strategic Plan 
(2022-2023)

Build TrusT...

By preparing for Foreign Animal Disease 
(FAD) and African Swine Fever
®   Encourage “Secure Pork Supply Plan” development 

with producers in conjunction with Pork Board, 
NDA, UNL, processors, packers, and others.

®   Explore use of FAD tools such as AgView, RABapp, 
SHIP, etc.

®   Continue development of depopulation and 
disposal plans specific to Nebraska farms.

®   Develop reliable FAD communication plans via 
multiple resources including social media, USDA 
and State Emergency Management, Veterinarians, 
UNL Extension, and Pork Board.

Within our community
®    Promote positive health aspects of pork 

consumption (dieticians, health care industry,  
chefs, Ag-in-Schools, etc.).

®   Promote positive pork messaging to the public.
®    Provide factual and current information about our 

industry, our products, and our farms.
®    Utilize pork producers to tell their stories and 

educate through social media, farm tours, and  
pork promotion within their communities.  

In the public policy arena
®     “Be in the Room” at meetings, events, and  

hearings affecting our farmers. 
®    Support ‘livestock friendly’ office holders and 

candidates. 
®   Educate farmers on public policy issues and 

encourage their active participation. 
®   Support pro-livestock policies at the county and  

local government level. 
®   Work jointly with the Nebraska “Ag Leaders” 

group to promote strong ag policies.
®     Be agile and active in addressing issues affecting 

the pork industry. 

   Add VAlue...

 In the educational sector
®   Foster impactful relationships at all school grade 

levels to enhance swine education.
®   Work with 2-year college programs to develop 

swine curriculum (including use of USPCE on-line 
courses, internships, and Pork 101).  

®   Support swine industry career exploration for youth 
(FFA, 4-H, Ag classes, show pigs, others).

®   Continue swine education development and 
collaboration with 4-year colleges and Extension.

In the commercial sector
®   Work with food distributers, grocery stores, and 

others to promote pork sales. 
®   Work with chefs to expand pork menus (provide 

product, education, ideas).
®    Collaborate with Nebraska’s Pro-Start program.
In promoting producer sustainability
®     Work with Pork Board to define producer 

sustainability metrics in Nebraska and solicit 
participation.

®   Educate about the benefits of renewable energy 
technologies on our farms.

®   Work with other ag groups and organizations to 
address healthy soils and clean water initiatives. 

In the research sector
®   Use NPPA Research Committee and Check-off 

dollars to address unmet needs (including soil and 
water quality, manure benefits to soil, sow and pig 
welfare, etc.).

®   Prioritize NPPA funding to Nebraska research 
projects and researchers when possible.

®    Explore multi-state and public/private partnerships 
for research opportunities.  

®   Explore ways to enhance our swine research 
facilities. 

Vision Statement:  
To ensure opportunities for success…  
for Nebraska’s producers of pork, 
regardless of size or production style, as 
well as the state’s youth in the pork industry.

Mission Statement: 
Serving Nebraska’s pork industry – 
Responsible people. Sustainable pork.SM

F o R  M o R E  I N F o R M AT I o N  C o N TA C T:  
Nebraska Pork Producers Association 

4435 o Street, Suite 200  |  Lincoln, NE  68510  |  888-627-7675  |  www.NEpork.org

Adapted by NPPA Board February 2022

NPPA Strategic Plan Flyer 22-23.indd   1 1/7/22   2:56 PM
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A delegation of Nebraska pork producers attended 
the National Pork Industry Forum March 9 
to 11 in Louisville, Kentucky. The delegates 

approved a change in the mandatory Pork Checkoff 
rate. The current rate of $0.40/$100 value per live 
animal will change to $0.35/$100. The delegates 
also approved a change in the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council’s voluntary Strategic Investment 
Program (SIP) rate, which will go from $0.10/$100 
value per live animal to $0.15/$100. Both rate 
changes take effect Jan.1, 2023.

The Pork Board resolution, offered initially by 
Minnesota, Indiana, and Ohio, but joined in support 
by Iowa, Nebraska, Illinois, Montana and South 
Dakota, passed the delegate body with 94% of 
shares voting in favor.

The resolution is reflective of a recommendation 
of the Pork Industry Vision Taskforce, a group of 
19 industry leaders from the National Pork Board 
(NPB), the National Pork Producers Council 
(NPPC) and various states that had met to discuss 
the current structure and resource needs of the U.S. 
pork industry to ensure its long-term success. Past 
NPPA President Shana Beattie was part of this 
Taskforce. 

The Task Force offered several recommendations 
to the Pork Act Delegate Body, which came before 

them in Louisville and were approved. These 
recommendations include:

1. Create a joint producer-led working group of 
state leaders (NPB and NPPC) that conducts annual 
industry planning, prioritizes issues, identifies risks, 
and develops action plans.

2. Invest in shared resources (within the criteria of 
the separation agreement) to develop and implement 
a more fully coordinated marketing strategy and 
communications plan for the industry overall.

3. Form a new joint industry task force in 2022 to 
ensure the industry is equipped to address issues and 
opportunities at the state, regional and grassroots 
level. The task force shall report annually to the 
voting delegates at Pork Forum.

4. Establish a culture and operational framework 
that ensures the most efficient and effective use of 
producer funding.

The delegate bodies also elected representatives 
to their organizations. Russ Vering of Howells, 
Nebraska, was re-elected to the NPPC Board. Bill 
Luckey of Columbus, Nebraska, was re-elected 
to the National Pork Board. And Lucas Fricke of 
Ulysses, Nebraska, was elected to the National Pork 
Board Nominating Committee. 

The 2023 Pork Industry Forum will be held March 
8 to 10 in Orlando, Florida.

Nebraska Farmers Participate in National Pork Forum

Nebraska’s NPB and NAAP delegates to the Forum included: (left side of table, front to back): Hunter Thomas, Jared Lierman,  
Mark Wright, Leo Hanson and Terry O’Neill; (right side, front to back): John Csukker, Bart Beattie, Shana Beattie and Darin Uhlir.



Prices along the hog complex experienced by 
producers during 2021 have more than kept pace 

during the first months of 2022. This article reviews prices 
along the pork complex during the first two and one-half 
months of 2022. It also provides some commentary about 
the supply and demand factors influencing market prices 
and whether producers should expect these prices to 
continue.

Early Weaned Pigs (10 to12 pounds)
Early weaned pig prices (10 to 12 pounds, delivered) 

are typically flat during the first several weeks of the year 
before decreasing throughout the spring and summer 

before beginning to rise in September. However, this year 
through January and most of February, prices have risen. 
The 10 to 12-pound pig price began in January at $58.23 per 
head and peaked in the middle of February at $83.29. Prices 
have since come down to $73.33 per head. For perspective, 
these prices are higher than the $70 per head the market 
experienced in 2014 due to PEDv.

Feeder Pigs (40 pounds)
Feeder pig prices (40 pounds) are typically flat through 

the middle of March before declining to their low in August/
September, then rising through the late fall months. This 
year, prices began at $82.43 and have continued to rise to 
$122.28 per head, equivalent to a 48.3% increase since the 
beginning of the year. While these price increases have been 
large, they are still below the record level of $139.14 per 
head set in April 2014 because of PEDv. If seasonal patterns 
hold and the price gains remain constant, prices could be 
in the range of $160 per head. However, what is more likely 
is that price gains will begin to weaken and peak between 
$140-145 per head.

Barrow and Gilt
Barrow and gilt prices (carcass base) typically increase 

from January to June/July and then decline throughout 
the late summer and fall months. Before 2021, this 
seasonal increase was relatively narrow, typically a $15 per 
hundredweight (cwt) spread between the seasonal high and 
low price. In 2021, this price spread dramatically increased 
to $90 per cwt. Prices began this year at $66.69 per cwt and 
have continued to rise to $99.71 per cwt. Although these 
prices are higher, the seasonal pattern seems to be closely 
following 2021. Weekly prices in 2022 are approximately 
$15 above the 2021 price. If this pattern continues to hold 
throughout the year, barrow and gilt prices (carcass base) 
could peak at just over $143 per cwt. 

Pork Cutout
The pork cutout (FOB plant, negotiated) has a similar 

seasonal pattern to the barrow and gilt market, rising until 
June/July and then decreasing the second half of the 
year. Similar to other markets, the increase in 2021 was 
significantly greater than the historical five-year average. 
Prices in 2022 have likewise been elevated, beginning the 
year at $86.57 per cwt, $12 per cwt higher than the five-year 
average. Prices have closely followed the seasonal patterns 
of 2021 with an added $13-17 per cwt premium each week. 
If this price increase continues throughout the year, prices 
could peak at or near $150 per cwt.

Dr. Elliott Dennis, Assistant Professor, Livestock Economist, 
Department of Agricultural Economics, UNL

Strong  
Prices  
Along  
the Pork  
Complex
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Hog By-Product
The hog by-product value has been one of the real surprises 

in the hog complex. Since it is a residual product, its value 
generally rises and falls with the pork cutout, albeit its value 
tends to be steadier. For example, using average prices, high 
product value represented approximately 6% of the pork cutout 
and 8% of the barrow and gilt price at the beginning of 2022. 
Its value, on a percentage basis, decreases throughout the 
summer and then rises again in the fall. There has not been a 
significant change in the demand for by-products.

Support for Stronger Prices  
Moving Forward

Demand consists of both prices and quantities. In other 
words, demand is NOT per capita consumption. Domestic 
consumers have shown throughout 2020 and 2021 that they are 
willing to purchase pork even at elevated (inflated) prices. This 
is new territory for pork and other meat products. Consumer 
confidence is currently high but has shown signs of weakening 
due to concerns over inflation and the stability of the future 
economy.

Elevated domestic prices are partially the result of the 
reduced global supply of pork due to African Swine Fever 
(ASF) in both the wild and commercial herds throughout Asia 
and Europe. The U.S. processors have taken advantage of 
this by selling more into the export market which pulls more 
pork off domestic consumers raising domestic prices. For 
perspective, pork export demand has grown significantly since 
1988. This demand has come through both the development 
of new trading partners and selling more products to existing 
partners. The U.S.’s two strongest trading partners remain 
Canada and the EU 28. Mexico has also gained importance 
since 2010. The domestic supply will also likely remain limited 
given recent farrowing intentions and elevated sow prices which 
will incentivize some producers to cycle out sows. This could 
potentially reduce the number of gilts harvested if they are 
held back for breeding. These factors will keep supplies tight 
throughout the year, similar to conditions experienced in 2021.

Given these supply and demand factors, market prices have 
the potential to trend higher through the end of March and the 
beginning of April across the hog complex. Prices should follow 
their seasonal pattern, since there is currently no indication that 
market factors will cause prices to deviate from their seasonal 
patterns. 

Strong Prices Along the 
Pork Complex (continued)
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The benefits of the Strategic Investment Program (SIP) are immeasurable. NPPC’s
efforts to expand international markets and free trade, public policy outreach at 

the national level and prevention of foreign animal disease  are among the factors
that make my SIP investment so valuable.  By working directly with NPPC and

the Nebraska Pork Producers Association, I see  the SIP investment at work for all
pork producers and I am proud of the way we are represented at the state and

federal levels.  NPPC’s work gives me a voice  on issues that impact my farming
operation while allowing me to focus on what I do best: raising safe, high-quality

pork.  I encourage fellow producers to join me in this investment as we put our
resources together to protect our livelihoods.

 

-Shana Beattie
Nebraska Pork Producer and  SIP Investor

INVEST IN SIP TODAY!

www.nppc.org/join-us



Meet NPPA’s Education Director – Sophia Lentfer
SOPHIA LENTFER from Firth, Nebraska, 

has been hired as the education director for the 
Nebraska Pork Producers Association (NPPA). 
Lentfer graduated from UNL in May 2020 in animal 
science with an emphasis in meat science. While 
at the university she was part of the UNL livestock 
and meat judging teams, an active member of the 
Kappa Delta sorority, and a member of the 2018 
NPPA Mentor program. 

Sophia has a strong background in youth 
organizations. As a 4-H and FFA member, she 
developed leadership qualities, self-confidence, 
and other personal growth skills. She started out 
showing sheep, but quickly discovered her real 
passion was pigs. Her experience working closely 
with swine experts taught her more about the 
industry, production, and show operations, that 
helped her shine in the show pig arenas.  Sophia 
assisted with organizing seven national junior 
events for Team Purebred to offer kids opportunities 
to exhibit projects on a regional and national level. 
She was selected to serve as national representative 

for junior swine producers to help connect them to 
the industry and offer professional development. 
As a member of the National Team Purebred junior 
board, she served as its secretary from June 2018 to 
June 2020.

As director of education, Sophia will work 
closely with elementary, secondary and post-
secondary education providers, 
as well as 4-H and FFA 
leaders to connect them 
to our industry.  In 
accepting the position 
of education director, 
Sophia said, “I believe 
in the power of young 
people and look 
forward to sharing 
my passion for pigs 
and promoting the 
swine industry 
to children and 
adults alike.”

Save the Date
Wednesday,  
July 20, 2022
Pork Expo and NPPA’s  

Annual Membership Meeting 

will be held at the  

Holthus Convention Center  

in York, Nebraska  

from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

Vendor information is 
available on AFAN’s 
website: becomeafan.org.
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The Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association (NPPA) 
has embarked on a print and 
digital content campaign 
utilizing the Omaha World-
Herald’s Values section on 
Wednesdays. NPPA content is 
wrapped around the grocery 
ads and delivered to 330,000 
households. The campaign 

also utilizes digital presence on 
the FeastandField.net website, 
which is operated with Lee 
Enterprises websites and 10 
Nebraska newspaper websites. 
This campaign, which features 
a delicious pork recipe and 
highlights a Nebraska pork 
producer, will run 10 times 
throughout 2022. The pork 

888-627-7675

Potato 
Sausage 
Casserole

Simple and 
Satisfying

“Meat” the 
 Pig Farmers…

Gold 
Family 
Farms

Meet Gary and Liz Doerr, who operate Gold Family Farms near Creighton, Nebraska. Gary and Liz have been farming and raising pigs since they were married in 1980.  “Gold” in the farm name stands for Gary Or Liz Doerr. Today, their son, Aaron, works with them on their 275 farrow-to-finish hog farm.

In 1998, the Doerrs were named “Pork All-American” by the National Pork Producers Council for their contributions to the pork industry and their community. They have always been active in the pork industry, serving on the Nebraska Pork Producers Board of Directors, and being involved members of the Creighton area. 

“Farrow-to-finish means we have sows (mother pigs), young growing hogs, and hogs being fed for market,” Aaron says. “We are firm believers that if you take care of 

your animals and the land they live on, they will produce healthy and nutritious pork products for everyone to enjoy.”  

Animal welfare is the highest priority for the Doerr family. “Through every stage of a pig’s life we provide disease prevention, regular veterinary care, biosecurity and safe, comfortable housing,” Aaron says.   These are principles that Smithfield Foods meat processing and packing plant in Crete, Nebraska, looks for in selecting the farmers to partner with to assure consistent, quality pork for consumers. 

Gold Family Farms markets its pigs to Smithfield Foods. That means when you are in the grocery store shopping for a ham, pork chops, bacon or any other pork product and you see any of the Smithfield labels (like Farmland, Armour, and Cooks), you may be looking at pork from Gold Family Farms or one of several other Nebraska pig farms. These family farmers are devoted to producing quality pork for their neighbors and the growing population. This takes dedication and a commitment to positively impact animals, their communities, and the environment. The Doerr’s Gold Family Farms is just one of many examples of strong family farms working hard every day to provide quality, nutritious pork for your dinner table. 

Gary and Liz Doerr of Creighton, Nebraska

Aaron Doerr, Pig Farmer
“This recipe is one of our family’s favorites!  My Mom has been   making this casserole as long as I can remember.  I farm with   my parents Gary and Liz Doerr near Creighton, Nebraska.”

INGREDIENTS:
 • 1 lb. ground pork sausage
 • 1 can cream of mushroom soup
 • 3/4 cup milk
 • 1/2 cup chopped onion-optional
 • 1/4 tsp. pepper
 • 3 cups raw sliced potatoes
 • 8 oz. grated cheddar cheese

 1)  Brown and drain the sausage.   
 2) Mix soup, milk, onion, and pepper.  
 3) Put sliced potatoes in a 9 x 13 pan.   
 4) Pour soup mixture over the top.  
 5) Finish with a layer of the browned sausage.    6) Bake covered at 350 degrees for 1 1/2 hours.    7) Sprinkle with grated cheese and return to oven uncovered about 10 minutes.

Simple and Satisfying Potato Sausage Casserole

Yield: 8 to 10 servings 

INGREDIENTS:

 • 1 large sweet onion, diced 

 • 1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

 • 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

 • 1 ½ cups thick barbecue sauce 

 • 1 ½ cups beef broth 

 • 1 pound shredded barbecued pork

 • Cheese Grits Crust Batter 

*Notes from Shana Beattie, “A pork shoulder roast, 

smoked or slow cooked, is an excellent choice for pulled 

pork. Many times, we fill our smoker with shoulder 

roasts that are dry rubbed and roasted low and slow. 

Then we use the pulled pork for this recipe, pork tacos 

or a good old-fashioned pulled pork sandwich. The 

options are endless, and extras are kept in the freezer 

for quick meal options.”

INGREDIENTS:

Cheese Grits Crust Batter

 • 2 cups water 

 • 2 cups milk 

 • 1 cup quick-cooking grits 

 • 2 cups (8 ounces) shredded sharp  

  Cheddar cheese 

 • 3/4 teaspoon salt 

 • 1/2 teaspoon seasoned pepper 

 • 2 large eggs, lightly beaten 

Directions for Cheese Grits

• Bring water and milk to boil in a large saucepan; add 

grits, and cook 5 minutes, or until thickened. Stir in 

cheese, salt, and pepper; remove from heat.

• Stir about one-fourth of grits mixture gradually into 

beaten eggs; add to remaining grits mixture, stirring 

constantly.

Directions for Pot Pie

• Sauté onion in hot oil in a large skillet over medi-

um-high heat 5 minutes or until golden brown. Stir 

in flour, and cook 1 minute, stirring constantly. Grad-

ually stir in barbecue sauce and beef broth; cook, 

stirring constantly, for 3 minutes, or until mixture 

begins to thicken.

• Stir in pork and bring to a boil. Remove from heat, 

and spoon mixture into a lightly greased 13x9-inch 

baking dish.

• Spoon Cheese Grits Crust Batter evenly over hot 

barbecue mixture.

• Bake at 425° for 20 to 25 minutes or until golden 

brown and set.

“Meat” the Producer…

 Sassy Sisters  
 Swine
A sister duo from Sumner, Nebraska, 

have joined forces to form “Sassy 

Sisters Swine,” a direct-to-consumer 

pork business. Mekenzie Beattie, a 

senior at the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln, and Mattison Beattie, a senior 

at Sumner Eddyville-Miller High 

School, are the sixth generation of 

Beatties to grow up on, and operate, 

Beattie Family Farms. 

They say they were inspired to launch 

the business after they received many 

inquiries from individuals looking to 

purchase pork from their family farm. 

Their parents are Bart and Shana 

Beattie. Shana is the current president 

of the Nebraska Pork Producers 

Association Board of Directors. 

As the sixth generation on their 

family’s diversified farm, the sisters 

have developed a passion for the 

legacy their family has built and what 

they do every day. One the largest 

entities on the Beattie farm is hog 

production. The family runs a wean-

to-finish hog farm. The young women 

have been actively involved on the 

hog farm since the day they were born. 

“Helping with chores, taking care of 

pigs, and learning about ‘all things 

pork’ is how we developed a passion 

for swine,” Mekenzie says. “Launching 

Sassy Sisters Swine was a great way 

to share our passion for pork with the 

community. The company has been 

delivering pork direct to consumer 

since August 2020. “With the global 

pandemic, many were starting to 

worry about the meat supply and 

where they could find fresh, safe 

meat,” Mekenzie says. “We wanted to 

capitalize on this opportunity, and we 

could not have asked for a better time 

to start our business.” 

You can learn more about the direct-

to-consumer company “Sassy Sisters 

Swine” by visiting their website at 

www.sassysistersswine.com, or look 

them up on Facebook.

Barbecue Pot Pie
with Cheese Grits Crust

Mekenzie and Mattison Beattie

Recipe from Shana Beattie, president of the Nebraska 

Pork Producers Association, and Mother of Mekenzie 

and Mattison Beattie, founders of “Sassy Sisters Swine.”

Introducing NPPA’s 2022  Content Marketing Campaign
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Potato 
Sausage 
Casserole

Simple and 
Satisfying

“Meat” the 
 Pig Farmers…

Gold 
Family 
Farms

Meet Gary and Liz Doerr, who operate Gold Family Farms near Creighton, Nebraska. Gary and Liz have been farming and raising pigs since they were married in 1980.  “Gold” in the farm name stands for Gary Or Liz Doerr. Today, their son, Aaron, works with them on their 275 farrow-to-finish hog farm.

In 1998, the Doerrs were named “Pork All-American” by the National Pork Producers Council for their contributions to the pork industry and their community. They have always been active in the pork industry, serving on the Nebraska Pork Producers Board of Directors, and being involved members of the Creighton area. 

“Farrow-to-finish means we have sows (mother pigs), young growing hogs, and hogs being fed for market,” Aaron says. “We are firm believers that if you take care of 

your animals and the land they live on, they will produce healthy and nutritious pork products for everyone to enjoy.”  

Animal welfare is the highest priority for the Doerr family. “Through every stage of a pig’s life we provide disease prevention, regular veterinary care, biosecurity and safe, comfortable housing,” Aaron says.   These are principles that Smithfield Foods meat processing and packing plant in Crete, Nebraska, looks for in selecting the farmers to partner with to assure consistent, quality pork for consumers. 

Gold Family Farms markets its pigs to Smithfield Foods. That means when you are in the grocery store shopping for a ham, pork chops, bacon or any other pork product and you see any of the Smithfield labels (like Farmland, Armour, and Cooks), you may be looking at pork from Gold Family Farms or one of several other Nebraska pig farms. These family farmers are devoted to producing quality pork for their neighbors and the growing population. This takes dedication and a commitment to positively impact animals, their communities, and the environment. The Doerr’s Gold Family Farms is just one of many examples of strong family farms working hard every day to provide quality, nutritious pork for your dinner table. 

Gary and Liz Doerr of Creighton, Nebraska

Aaron Doerr, Pig Farmer
“This recipe is one of our family’s favorites!  My Mom has been   making this casserole as long as I can remember.  I farm with   my parents Gary and Liz Doerr near Creighton, Nebraska.”

INGREDIENTS:
 • 1 lb. ground pork sausage
 • 1 can cream of mushroom soup
 • 3/4 cup milk
 • 1/2 cup chopped onion-optional
 • 1/4 tsp. pepper
 • 3 cups raw sliced potatoes
 • 8 oz. grated cheddar cheese

 1)  Brown and drain the sausage.   
 2) Mix soup, milk, onion, and pepper.  
 3) Put sliced potatoes in a 9 x 13 pan.   
 4) Pour soup mixture over the top.  
 5) Finish with a layer of the browned sausage.    6) Bake covered at 350 degrees for 1 1/2 hours.    7) Sprinkle with grated cheese and return to oven uncovered about 10 minutes.

Simple and Satisfying Potato Sausage Casserole

producer stories will add human 
interest and connects Nebraska 
pig farmers to consumers. 
Stories so far have featured 
the Beatties, Doerrs and Travis 
Dunekacke. Watch for the April 
article featuring an Easter ham 
recipe and the Grant family farm. 
The results are in for the Beattie 

content on social media. The 
NPPA’s content outperformed 
the normal digital engagement, 
reaching 160,517 impressions 
with an impressive click-through 
rate of 2.28% in the Omaha and 
Lincoln markets, compared to 
an industry standard 0.90%. 

www.NEpork.org
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Pan Fried Breaded Pork Cutlets
“Meat” the Pig Farmer…Travis Dunekacke, TD Niche Pork

Travis Dunekacke Pig Farmer, Elk Creek, Nebraska

Travis Dunekacke lives in Elk Creek, 
Nebraska near the farm he grew up on 
in Johnson County.  Travis is a pig farmer, 
a direct marketer, and a good cook.  He 
found his “niche” in raising the highest 
quality pork for chefs of local restaurants. 
Travis started TD Niche Pork in 2008 as a 
part time hobby venture.  Today he raises 
pigs that are a cross breed between a 
Mangalitsa, a wooly pig that is fat, docile, 
and hardy, with a Berkshire, which are 
muscular, fast growing and offer a quality 
meat product. The business also offers 
Berkshire and Red Wattle x Hereford pigs 
for three customer pork type choices.  These genetics, make it possible for 

Travis to raise his pigs mostly outside in 
the sunshine on dirt lots year-round. He 
finishes the pigs on a basic corn & soybean 
meal ration. Travis says, “my customers 
really like the quality of the pork and the 

color of the meat.”  Travis proudly supplies his high-quality 
pork to numerous restaurants and butcher 
shops in the Omaha and Lincoln markets, 
some of those include: Boiler Room- 
Omaha, Carter & Rye- Omaha, CURE- Fort 
Calhoun, DOLCE- Omaha, Le Bouillon- 
Omaha, The MERCATO- Lincoln and O’tille 
Meats- Lincoln.Additionally, he also sells direct to 

consumers. Most of the pigs are processed 
at Den’s Country Meats, a USDA inspected 
facility in nearby Table Rock.  Travis added, 
“You have to believe in what you are 
doing, it is a different market and product, 
a totally different clientele. I appreciate 
customers who understand the quality of 
pork and enjoy preparing it.”When Travis is not busy caring for his 

pigs, you will find him helping youth learn 
about agriculture and giving farm tours. 

INGREDIENTS:
 • 8 (4oz) cutlets   (cut from the loin or shoulder) • 1 cup vegetable oil

BREADING | SEASONED FLOUR • 1 cup flour • 1 TB kosher salt • ½ tsp black pepper • ½ tsp cayenne pepper • ½ tsp tarragon • 2 cups panko breadcrumbs • 3 eggs

Breaded Pork Cutlets is one of Travis Dunekacke’s favorite go-to 

dinners. TD Niche Pork Cutlets are cut from the shoulder as steaks, 

de-boned and tenderized.  Make your favorite homemade chicken 

breading and you are ready for a delicious and filling dinner.

A favorite go-to dinner

INSTRUCTIONS:
• Pound pork cutlets to ½ inch in thickness. 
• Create a breading station with seasoned 

flour, eggs and panko bread crumbs. 
Dredge each cutlet in flour, followed  
by an egg wash and finish with panko 
breadcrumbs. Set aside. • Add 1 cup vegetable oil to a 10” sauté pan 

and warm over medium heat. Once oil has 
warmed to 350°F, place 4 (4oz) cutlets in 
the pan and flip when cutlets are golden 
brown. Continue to cook until pork has 
reached an internal temperature of 145°F. 
Remove from pan and continue with the 
next batch until cooking is complete. 
Serve immediately with vegetable and 
starch of choice. 
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Dr. Gary Sullivan, associate professor of 
meat science, provided a comprehensive tour 
through the UNL Loeffel Meat Lab. The lab is 
used for research as well as a teaching facility.

Calvin Schrock, facilities maintenance and 
operations research manager of the Loeffel 
Meat Lab, provided a timeline of the facility, 
summarizing its history and future aspirations.

Marcia White, director of development for the UNL 
Foundation, welcomed our group to the Dinsdale 
Family Learning Commons. The former CY 
Thompson Library on East Campus received $22.5 
million for facilities renovation, which opened in 
January 2021, providing a variety of services for 
students and faculty. 
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Jared Lierman, Walt Traudt and Mark Wright 
check out the slideshow of screen savers in 
the Dinsdale Commons. Commodity boards 
that provided financial assistance were given 
the opportunity to provide 10 images depicting 
their industry as part of the slideshow rotation 
feature.

Did you know you can buy meat products on 
UNL's East Campus? The NPPA directors stopped 
by the Loeffel Meat Shop located in the southwest 
corner of the Animal Science Complex!

Dr. Daniel Ciobanu, a molecular genetics scientist, 
discusses his research in genomics, a field 
in biology focusing on the structure, function, 
evolution, mapping and editing of DNA. DNA-
sequence data helps find variations that can effect 
health and disease prevention.  

Dr. Benny Mote, UNL swine extension specialist, 
explains the features of a swine euthanasia trailer. The 
trailer was funded through grants from the National Pork 
Board and the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.

Tour de East Campus 2022



NEBRASKASOYBEANS.ORG

Soybeans & Livestock.
We’re in it together.
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PIGTEK HAS YOUR PROP 12-READY SOLUTIONS
PROP PARTNER

pigtek.net | 574.658.5000 | sales@pigtek.net

PIGTEK AMERICAS
PigTek Americas is a Division of CTB, Inc.
A Berkshire Hathaway Company

CTB ADVERTISING
Ad No. PT-2653-2Q-4v-4C
PigTek Swing Fix™ Stalls

Nebraska Pork Talk

PIGTEK’S SWING-FIX™ 
GESTATION STALLS

have a central lock and release 
function that works   with a block of 

stalls or individual stalls. Swing-Fix™

Gates can also be used to update back 
gates on existing conventional stalls to 

help meet new requirements. 

Contact us today for more information.

PREP FOR ANY “PROP”
THAT COMES YOUR WAY. 

PARTNER WITH PIGTEK.

Save the date – 

November 11, 2022
Join us at the Graduate hotel in Lincoln  
for an amazing 5 course meal!  
each course will highlight a pork feature 
expertly paired with a bourbon or a brew.

Tickets available October 1st.

2 1 S T  A N N U A l 

PORK ChOP SCRAMBlE

Oakland Golf Club  
Friday, September 9, 2022

Shotgun start at 9:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION DEADlINE: September 1, 2022

Register online at nepork.org, or you can reach  
Sandra at sandra@nepork.org or 531-500-3505

REGISTRATION COSTS:
Foursome Team: $525
Allied & SIP Foursome Team: $475
Individual Player: $150

SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES:
Hole Sponsor - $375
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Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153
www.wiechmanpig.com

Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows

Underweights, Roaster Pigs

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:

WIECHMAN
Pig Company Inc.IN THE 

SWINE 
BUSINESS, 
NOTHING 
COMES 
EASY.

UNLOCK BETTER PERFORMANCE

AUTOMATEDPRODUCTION.COM

But, that’s true of anything 

worthwhile. It’s why AP works 

hard to help you perform 

better. With lasting quality, 

friendly support and an 

honest desire to get it right.

Learn how AP can help you 

unlock better performance.

Conquer
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E. COLI CHALLENGES?
Studies with E. coli challenged piglets 
show they perform better with plasma!

Learn more at: 
APCproteins.com/swine

DIARRHEA
(SCOURS)

GROWTHMORTALITY

Conquer

April 1 –  
October 31, 2022

13838 R Plaza      4322 Leavenworth Street     

6059 Maple Street 9226 Mormon Bridge Road

Discover the 
Power of Pork! 
Win a FREE “Conquered
the Omaha Tenderloin
Trail” t-shirt! Here’s how:
Pick up your Omaha 
Tenderloin Trail “passport” 
at one of the following 
restaurants. Then have 
each of the restaurants 
stamp your passport when 
you order a sandwich from 
them. Then when you have 
stamps from all five of  
the restaurants, send your 
completed passport to 
NPPA before October 31, 
2022 as your entry to win 
the “Conquered the Omaha 
Tenderloin Trail” t-shirt.

1707 Harry Langdon Blvd. 
Council Bluffs

www.nepork.org

See you on the Trail!



We give a pork  
about your swine.
We know you’re committed to 
your herd, and at QC Supply, we 
match that dedication. We sweat 
the small stuff so you can focus 
on what’s important - efficient 
and thoughtful production. 

Got a question that needs 
answering? A problem that needs 
fixing? Share your story – we’ll 
explore solutions alongside 
you and provide the support, 
services, and products you need.

30+ Hometown Locations 
800-433-6340
qcsupply.com
Interactive Catalog

Visit Our Hometown 
Headquarters
574 Rd 11 • Schuyler, NE 68661
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Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com

Chris Ford  
chris.ford@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Tim Nagorske 
tim.narorske@raboag.com     

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support 
through the years, and welcome to our new Allied Members. 
We are greatly appreciative of our new members continuing 
to renew your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association. We look forward to a successful 2022 
with our three tiers of membership.

If you have any questions, please contact Sandra Kavan at  
sandra@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505. 2 0 2 2  M E M b E r s

Rachelle Kuhl
rkuhl@dnaswinegenetics.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com

Todd Heisterkamp
todd@cshe.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Randy Leete
randy.leete@apcproteins.com
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Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Barrie Luers
bluers@midwestlivestock.com 

Scott Ritzman
scott@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com Seth Fevold

seth.fevold@tyson.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Craig Behnken
Craig.behnken@zoetis.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.comAllison Zabel

Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Alan Stephens 
astephens@settje.com 

Jason Gubbels
jason@lgpumping.com 

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

888-627-7675

Sean Minahan 
sminahan@ldmlaw.com
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Bronze Level ($350)
Company ContaCt EmaiL
A. J. O’Mara Group, LLC John O’Mara sales@ajomara.com
A-FAN  Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Agri Sales Inc. Brad Carlton brad@agrisales-inc.com
AgroSoft North America Jon Tomsen ujt@agrosoft.net 
Allflex Austin Woltemath  austin.woltemath@merck.com 
Alltech Kade Scott kscott@alltech.com
Beller Biosecurity Strategies, Inc. John Beller john@bellerbiosecurity.com
BioSec Jennifer Ruby jruby@biosec.us
Bridgeport Corp Chad Nedved chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com
Central Confinement Service LLC Steve Becker  sbecker@cencon.com 
Central Valley Ag Ted Beckner Ted.beckner@cvacoop.com
Choice Genetics Tim Marker  timothy.marker@choice-genetics.com
Commodity Solutions Jed Christensen jedc@commoditysolutions.com
Design Agri-Systems, Inc. Randy Eisenmenger dsignag@megavision.com
Endovac Animal Health  Curtis Stutheit  cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com 
Fast Genetics     Steve Sornsen, DVM   ssornsen@fastgenetics.com 
JES Environmental Services, Inc. Reece Sukovaty reece@jesenv.com
Jyga Technologies - Gestal Jake Bonwell jbonwell@jygatech.com
Livingston Enterprises, Inc. Bruce Livingston bruce@livingstonent.com
National Pork Board Rob Christine rchristine@pork.org
National Pork Producers Council Tyler Bettin bettint@nppc.org
Nebraska Corn Growers Association Kelly Brunkhorst bzanga@necga.com
Northeast Community College  Dr. Tracy Kruse tracyk@northeast.edu
Nutrient Advisors Andy Scholting andy@nutrientadvisors.com
Omega 3 Family Farms, LLC Dennis Nuttelman office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.  Robin Friedrichs robin@osborne-ind.com
Provimi North America, Inc. Mike Clark mclark@provimi-na.com
Purina Animal Nutrition  Todd Krause  tkrause@landolakes.com 
Swine Management Services, Inc. Mark Rix mark.rix@swinems.com
Topigs Norsvin USA Craig Jarolimek Craig.jarolimek@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health  Alanna Harrison  alanna.harrison@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products Randy Paseka wcrandy@windstream.net
We Support Ag Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Whole Hog Ron Brodersen ronb@wholehogai.com
XF Nebraska Dennis Nuttelman nd04056@windstream.net
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Nebraska Pork Producers Association
4435 O Street, Suite 200
Lincoln, Nebraska 68510
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© 2022 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved. Prices and promotions subject to change without notice. Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors.

1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

Replace the feed carts in your farrowing unit with a labor-saving Grow-Disk chain 

system. Grow-Disk systems readily adapt to multiple row farrowing floor plans. 

Call today for a quote on updating and automating the feed delivery on your farm.

Push a button

...instead of a cart


