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Graduate Hotel Lincoln 
141 N. 9th Street, Lincoln
November 19, 2021  

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and dinner will be served 7:15 p.m.
Limited Seating – Tables of Eight – Individual Ticket Price $125
Tickets available at nepork.org

Join the Nebraska Pork Producers for an 

amazing five-course meal. Each course 

will showcase the versatility of pork and 

comes paired with bourbon or a brew.  The 

menu, created by Single Barrel Corporate 

Chef Brandon Harpster, will intrigue even the 

most sophisticated palate. Bourbon usually 

has strong notes of vanilla, oak and caramel. 

These pleasant, often smooth, notes make 

bourbon the perfect (and tasty!) choice to 

enliven the experience. 

Who invented bourbon? That's a good 

question, but there’s only a vague answer. 

Elijah Craig is generally credited as the 

"inventor" of bourbon in 1789 for coming up 

with the innovation of aging corn whiskey in 

a charred oak barrel. The story is deliciously 

ironic because Craig was a Baptist minister 

by day.

The name "Bourbon" was not applied to 

this whiskey until the 1850s, and the Kentucky 

etymology was not advanced until the 1870s. 

Although bourbon may be made anywhere 

in the United States, it is strongly associated 

with the American South in general, and with 

Kentucky in particular.

Please note: Seating for “Bacon, Bourbon & 

Brew” is limited, so it’s important to make your 

reservations now. Ticket prices are $125. Place 

your order now at nepork.org.
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Preliminary Characterization  
of Swine Antibody Responses  
to African Swine Fever Virus
By Hiep Vu, Assistant Professor, Nebraska Center for Virology, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

capable of eliciting protective immunity. This research is 
conducted in collaboration with scientists at the Vietnam 
National University of Agriculture. 

ASF outbreaks were first reported in Vietnam in early 
2019. The ASFV strain affecting Vietnamese swine herds is 
genetically similar to the ASFV strains that are circulating in 
China and Eastern Europe. Under experimental conditions, 
all pigs infected with the Vietnamese ASFV strain died 
within eight days post infection. However, there is a small 
portion of pigs infected with ASFV under field conditions that 
survived the infection. We were able to collect 23 serum 
samples from surviving pigs confirmed to be affected by 
ASFV. These included 17 samples collected from finishing 
pigs and 6 samples from sows. Additionally, we collected 23 
serum samples from farms that had never experienced ASF 
in Vietnam. All 23 serum samples collected from ASFV-
surviving pigs tested positive while all 23 samples collected 
from uninfected pigs tested negative by two different ASF-
ELISA kits.

In a pilot study, we measured antibody reactivity of this 
set of serum samples against six selected ASFV proteins 
which were selected because their immunogenicity has 
been reported in the literature. We observed a distinct 
pattern of antibody responses between sows and finishing 
pigs that were infected with ASFV. Particularly, antibodies 

African swine fever (ASF) is a devastating viral disease 
affecting swine, with mortality rates that can approach 

100%. The disease has spread to many swine producing 
countries in Central and Eastern Europe and Asia, causing 
large economic losses, and affecting global food security. 
The recent outbreak of ASF in the Dominican Republic 
poses a great risk to the U.S. swine industry.  There are 
no effective vaccines or treatments available for ASF. 
Therefore, the ASF control relies mainly on strict biosecurity 
and compulsory depopulation of affected herds. 

The causative agent of ASF, African swine fever virus 
(ASFV), is a large double-stranded DNA virus with the 
genome size of approximately 170 kilobase pair, and 
contains between 150 and 170 genes, half of which have no 
known functions. In addition, the mechanism of protective 
immunity against ASFV remains elusive. Early studies have 
demonstrated that passive transfer of anti-ASFV antibodies 
collected from hyper-immunized pigs to naïve pigs prior 
to a lethal challenge with a virulent ASFV strain resulted 
in complete protection, suggesting that antibodies are an 
important component of the protective immunity against 
ASFV. However, the identity of viral proteins capable of 
eliciting protective antibody responses in pigs is largely 
unknown. This knowledge gap severely hampers the 
development of a safe and efficacious ASF vaccine.

One objective of my ASF research program is to 
characterize the host immune response to ASFV 
infection because this knowledge is critical 
for the optimal design of safe and effective 
vaccines and serological diagnostic tests. 
My laboratory recently developed a high 
throughput assay that can be used to 
simultaneously measure antibody reactivity 
of swine antisera against a large panel 
of viral antigens. I am using this assay 
to systematically screen the whole ASFV 
genome to identify which viral antigens are 

(continued on page 5)



www.NEpork.org

 Nebraska Pork Talk – October/November/December 2021   5

against two ASFV proteins (C-type lectin and CD2v) were 
detected only in sows but not in finishing pigs (see figure). 
C-type lectin and CD2v are the two viral proteins that 
mediate hemadsorption to viral infected cells. There are 
some data demonstrating that antibodies specific to C-type 
lectin and CD2v might be important for immune protection 
against ASFV. Thus, the observation that only sows but 
not finishing pigs mounted antibody responses against 
these two proteins are interesting.  Additional studies are 
being conducted to better understand the nature of immune 
responses to ASFV infection in different pig populations. 
This knowledge will help guide the development of an 
effective vaccine for ASFV. 

NebraskaCorn.gov

In 2019, 73 million bushels
of Nebraska corn

fed the state’s pork industry.

Working Better. Together.

Figure: Differential antibody responses against ASFV 
antigens in sows and finishing pigs. Twenty-three serum 
samples were collected from pigs surviving a natural ASFV-
infection under commercial conditions: 17 from finishing 
pigs and 6 from sows. Antibody levels against two selected 
ASFV antigens were measured. The dotted line indicates 
the cutoff of the assay. A two-tailed Mann-Whitney test was 
used for statistical comparison of antibody levels.



A net importer of pork, the U.K. imports loins and hams. They export 
surplus shoulders, trimmings, and offal. Pork exports have been rising 
steadily over the last decade.

Source: OECD

U.K. Pork Imports and Exports• Currently, the United Kingdom (U.K.) is a small market for 
U.S. pork and pork products. However, as the Brexit transition 
period nears the end (12/31/2020), depending on the agreement 
outcome, the U.S. may have an opportunity to fill consumption 
needs currently satisfied by EU pork imports and capture a larg-
er share in the U.K. pork market.

• The U.K. is the U.S.’ top pork export market within the EU. In 
2019, U.S. pork exports to the U.K. totaled 21,738 pounds, val-
ued at $3.4 million.

• U.K. pork imports from the U.S. pay an in-quota duty and 
mainly include chilled loins that are primarily bound for retail.

• The U.K. is the top global importer of sausages, importing 284.4 
million pounds in 2019, valued at $600 million (second largest 
on a value basis to Germany). Nearly all sausage imports are 
from EU markets. 

• The goal for the U.S. industry is to reach a Free Trade 
Agreement with the U.K., which would eliminate duties and 
quotas on U.S. pork and beef.

PORK EXPORTS

United Kingdom: A Potential Opportunity for U.S. Pork 

©2020 National Pork Board, Des Moines, IA USA. This message funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork #08312020

 
U.K. OVERVIEW AND DOMESTIC INDUSTRY
• The United Kingdom, a sover-

eign country with four members: 
England, Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland has a population 
of 65.7 million and a GDP per cap-
ita of $42,900.

• The top U.S. agricultural exports 
to the U.K. are wood pellets, wine, 
prepared food, whiskey, and wine 
barrels.

• Pork production in the U.K. is 
unique due to the wide variety 
of production styles and standards 
related to animal welfare. 

• Around 40% of the sow herd is housed outdoors, with “out-
door-bred” becoming an expected standard in fresh pork 
retail.

• The remaining 60% of the herd is raised indoors. Of those, 90% 
are kept on straw. 

• The U.K. has also banned gestation stalls, castration, and the use 
of Ractopamine hydrochloride, a feed additive designed to pro-
mote leanness.

• In 2019, the U.K. exported 39% of total pork production and is 
projected to increase in 2020.

Source: AHDB

Source: USMEF

U.S. Pork Exports to South Korea• In 2019, South Korea was the 6th largest destination for U.S. 
agricultural exports, which totaled $7.5 billion, a 10% decrease 
from 2018. This decline is primarily attributed to a 74% drop 
in corn exports.

• The U.S. continued to be South Korea’s top supplier of agri-
cultural goods with a 31% market share. The European Union 
follows in second with a 13% market share.

• South Korea is the fifth largest market for U.S. pork. Most U.S. 
pork enters Korea duty-free under the Korea-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement (KORUS FTA), and the remaining duties on some 
chilled pork items will be phased to zero by 2021. The EU, 
Chile, and Canada also have FTAs with Korea. 

• A booming and rapidly expanding market for U.S. pork 
exports, in 2018, South Korea imported a record 534.3 million 
pounds of pork and pork products from the U.S. as a result of 
relatively low prices.

• Due to high volumes of stored supplies and higher prices 
driven by China’s African Swine Fever (ASF) outbreak, South 
Korea’s pork demand decreased in 2019 resulting in a decline 
in U.S. pork exports to South Korea by 12% to 457.8 million 
pounds valued at $593 million.

• In 2019, the U.S. held 36% market share of total pork and pork 
variety meat imports in South Korea, with the EU at 48% (20% 
Germany, 15% Spain), Canada at 8%, Chile at 6%, and Mexico 
at 2% market share.

• Top imported U.S. pork cuts are Boston butts and picnics. 
Other top imports include single ribbed bellies, collar butts, 
boneless hams, loins, spare-ribs, back ribs, neck bones, back 
bones, bungs and feet.

• The National Pork Board, along with the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation (USMEF), invested $790,000 into this market in 
2019 and recognize its tremendous opportunity for continued 
growth and expansion in years to come.

OVERVIEW OF COLOMBIA
• South Korea, officially the Republic of Korea, is a small 

country in East Asia constituting the southern portion of the 
Korean Peninsula. This peninsula is flanked by China to the 
west and Japan to the east with a predominately mountainous 
landscape.

• South Korea is the 12th largest economy in the world with a 
national GDP of $32,047 per capita. The size of Indiana, Korea 
has a population of 52 million where over 90% of Koreans live 
in urban areas. 

PORK EXPORTS

South Korea: A Bright Spot for U.S. Pork 

©2021 National Pork Board, Des Moines, IA USA. This message funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork #01052021

• In 2019, the top five U.S. agricultural exports to South Korea 
were beef and beef products, pork and pork products, prepared 
food, fresh fruit, and soybeans.

 

DOMESTIC INDUSTRY
• Korea by nature relies heavily on imports to fulfill its food and 

agricultural needs due to a predominately mountainous terrain 
that is unsuitable for commercial farming. In addition, much 
of the available farmland is dedicated to rice production. 

• Korean protein production has certainly changed over the last 
ten years. Most notably is the steady decline in fish production 
and an increase in pork production, whereas beef and poultry 
production have remained fairly constant.

• A growing pork production country, South Korea is the tenth 
largest pork producing country worldwide (when grouping the 
EU as one) producing 3 billion pounds of pork (cwe) in 2019.

Source: USDA

$3.9 million

$7.5 billion
U.S. Agricultural 
Exports, 2019

Export Growth

#6 Among U.S. Agricultural 
Export Markets, 2019

2009-2019

$7.5 billion

92%
Increase

SOUTH KOREA United States Department of Agriculture 
Foreighn Agricultural Service

To learn more about pork exports, visit porkcheckoff.org and click on the markets tab. 
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including producers, haulers, and packers during an FAD 
outbreak.

“A way for producers that would be affected by, let’s say, 
being included in a control area where the state vets are 
trained to respond to a case of ASF. It’s a way for them to 
raise their hand and show that they’re different, and it’s based 
upon their enhanced biosecurity plan that’s site-specific for 
that particular site, and a set of protocols that producers will 
work from in order to be able to demonstrate that their farms, 
don’t have African Swine Fever. And so, participating in a 
state’s secure pork supply program is very important for the 
business continuity aspect of an emergency response. And so, 
we’re encouraging all producers to participate in the secure 
pork supply and especially work to develop that site-specific 
enhanced biosecurity plan that’s so important, and would 
play a critical role in being able to move their pigs again in the 
case of an African swine fever outbreak in their area.”

Producers can register for a free AgView account at 
porkcheckoff.org/AgView. This opt-in technology promotes 
supplies confidential animal health and movement records to 
state and federal animal health professionals on day one of 
an FAD outbreak.

“It really does a nice job of what we call a contact tracing 
for pigs. So, if you think back to COVID where that could 
have been valuable in the human population, AgView makes 
it possible in the pig population. And AgView allows those 
producers who want to do pre-preparedness and get as 
prepared as possible to be in the best place to share the 
information about their premises, about their pig movements, 
about their secure pork supply plan and the compliance with 
the program, along with laboratory test results, sharing that 
with their state animal health official immediately upon request 
by the state animal health official In the case of an African 
Swine Fever outbreak.”

Article courtesy of Southern Farmer Network

National Pork Board (NPB) is collaborating with multiple 
governments and industry partners to protect the 
U.S. from foreign animal diseases (FADs), including 

African swine fever (ASF). Following the announcement of 
ASF detected in the Dominican Republic, NPB Acting Chief 
Veterinarian Patrick Webb says there are steps producers 
can do today to safeguard their herd from a potential FAD 
outbreak.

Producers should monitor for signs and symptoms of 
ASF, as Dr. Webb says it has similar symptoms as PRRS, 
salmonella, or circovirus.

“It’s important in monitoring their herd for African Swine 
Fever or for any other type of foreign animal disease and 
so, really, this is just a good gut check for producers who 
are already looking at their pigs every day but need to know 
what African Swine Fever looks like. you know, it can present 
with a high fever, the pigs might not want to be eating, or 
show that they’re weak. You can see some red blotchy skin 
lesions, they could have diarrhea and vomiting, or difficulty 
breathing or coughing, and these are signs that producers 
see periodically but really need to take a really good look at 
those type of signs and symptoms in those pigs, and if we 
start suspecting that we’ve got African swine fever in our 
herd, then man, we’ve got to get that reported to our state 
vet’s office as fast as possible.”

He emphasized all producers should connect with their 
veterinarians and state animal health professionals if they 
suspect a Foreign Animal Disease on their farm.

“We would really like them to call their herd veterinarian 
right away if they do suspect those things because the herd 
veterinarian has an established relationship with the state 
animal health officials in their state. And so that’s a good 
thing, and it may be that they can do the reporting for you 
and then you’re given specific instructions by the state vet’s 
office to do certain things while they wait for the foreign 
animal disease diagnostician to show up. If a producer 
doesn’t have ready access to their herd veterinarian, they 
can also report directly to their state vet’s office, there’s 
nothing to stop them from doing that, and then USDA also 
has a toll-free number that they can call that you can find  
on our pork checkoff.org five ways to protect pigs."  

An enhanced biosecurity plan is part of the Pork 
Checkoff-funded Secure Pork Supply business plan that 
will maintain business operations for the swine industry, 

Protecting the Hog Herd from FADs
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Introduction
Globalization and the rapid development of technology that 

facilitates information transfer have been positive disruptions 
to the agriculture production sector. Globalization has provided 
more locations to export pork products, and technology has 
allowed markets to rapidly receive and transmit information 
about increases in demand and/or supply disruptions. The 
combined benefit is that the current price of pork more 
accurately reflects the current supply and demand conditions. 
As a result, price movements (both positive and negative) 
are more rapid and uncertain, presenting a greater need for 
producers to actively manage against downward movements 
in output price.

Swine producers have 
several tools to manage 
output price. Futures lock in a 
fixed price and options allow 
for producers to lock in price 
floors, price ceilings, and other 
strategies. Both are subject to 
basis risk (i.e., the difference 
between what we expect basis 
to be and what basis becomes) 
and available many months 
before when delivery occurs. 
Forward contracts or cash 
contracts lock in a future price 
and eliminate any price risk, but 
forgo any upward price movements that occur between when 
the contract is executed and when the hogs are delivered. 
Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) offered through the USDA 
Risk Management Agency allows producers to set a price floor 
like using a CME Put Option. The primary differences between 
LRP Swine and CME Options are (1) the contract size and (2) 
when the contract can be purchased. 

In this article, I review what Swine LRP is, how it has 
historically performed in Nebraska, highlight some recent 
changes that have occurred in the last 18 months, and 
detail how these changes could impact swine producers in 
Nebraska, potentially allowing for increased profitability in an 
ever-increasing uncertain market. 

Swine Livestock Risk Protection  
So, what is Swine Livestock Risk Protection? Swine 

Livestock Risk Protection for swine producers is an insurance 
product offered by the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
that compensates producers for downward movements in the 
price of finished hogs. While offered by the USDA-RMA, it is 
officially sold through approved livestock insurance agents. To 
find an agent that sells this type of insurance near you, you can 
visit https://www.rma.usda.gov/informationtools/agentlocator.  

This product was first officially offered to swine producers 
in 2002 and has been available every year in Nebraska since 
then. The product aims to protect producers from downward 

price movements while allowing 
producers to benefit from 
upward price movements. 
Swine producers can choose 
an endorsement length and 
coverage price and pay the 
producer portion of the premium. 
At the end of the insurance 
period, if the actual ending 
value is below the coverage 
price, producers will receive 
an indemnity payment for the 
difference between the coverage 
price and the actual ending 
value. The length of insurance 
coverage available for each 

specific coverage endorsement is 13, 17, 21, 26, 30, 34, 39, 43, 
47, and 52 weeks. Premium rates, coverage prices, and actual 
ending values are posted online daily at https://public.rma.usda.
gov/livestockreports/main.aspx. LRP-Swine is available in all 
counties in Nebraska and can only be purchased between 4 p.m. 
and 10 a.m. (i.e., after the CME is closed and before it opens the 
next day).
Historical Use and Performance in 
Nebraska

Swine Livestock Risk Protection was first offered in 2002, 
but Nebraska did not buy its first policy until 2004 (see Table 
1 on page 10). The State of Nebraska and the U.S. are not 

Changes in Risk Management Insurance that 
Positively Effect Hog Producers in Nebraska
Elliott Dennis, Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Nebraska – Lincoln

Figure 1
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heavy users of LRP Swine. On average, 16 policies are 
sold in Nebraska, or about 12% of the 123 policies sold 
throughout the United States. This share is relatively average 
compared to other states (see Figure 1). Minnesota has 
been the largest user of LRP Swine until 2020. Other major 
hog-producing states such as Missouri, South Dakota and 
Illinois are relatively small users of the LRP Swine. However, 
it is important to note that while the shares may be larger 
or smaller in a given year, the total number of policies sold 
throughout the U.S. is still very small (approximately 123 
policies per year covering less than 1% of all finished hogs 
under production). 

The loss ratio in Nebraska 
suggests one reason why 
swine producers may not 
have been heavy users of 
this insurance product. The 
loss ratio measures how 
much is paid out in premiums 
from producers relative 
to how much indemnity is 
paid out from the insurance 
companies. The loss ratio 
of 2.38 for Nebraska in 
2020 indicates that for every 
$1.00 of coverage paid for, 
producers received $2.38 in indemnity payments (see Table 
1 on page 10). Nebraska producers have many years where 
the loss ratio was zero, indicating that no policies received 
indemnity payments, and between 2004 and 2020 the average 
loss ratio was 0.34. 

Ideally, a loss ratio should be approximately 1.00, 
indicating that for every $1.00 of coverage producers receive 
$1.00 in indemnity payments. The loss ratio is generally higher 
on average in the U.S. (0.91) compared to Nebraska (0.34), 
indicating that the policy has performed better elsewhere 
relative to Nebraska. The loss ratio does fluctuate year to 
year and varies between states (see Figure 2). For example, 
in 2020 Nebraska, Iowa and Minnesota had the largest loss 
ratios, and all other states that bought policies had loss 
ratios < 1.00. It is important to note that 2019 and 2020 were 
abnormal years. Large indemnity payments were paid out 

Figure 2

Changes in Risk Management Insurance that  
Positively Effect Hog Producers in Nebraska (continued)

in 2019 and 2020 due to the trade war between the U.S. 
and China, and COVID-19 issues at packing plants both 
temporarily caused the price for finished hogs to decline. 
However, the LRP Swine policy is meant to compensate for 
these sudden large losses, and payments to producers accrue 
in the long run rather than in the short run. This implies that 
producers using LRP should stick to a consistent strategy that 
should payout in the long run. 
New Changes

Over the last 18 months, there have been several changes 
made to LRP that affect the swine industry and have the 
potential to increase its use. The following changes took effect 

in January 2021:
•   Increasing the number of 

head of swine that can be 
insured per endorsement 
and per year to 40,000 
head and 150,000 head, 
respectfully.

•   Modifying the ownership 
requirement window to be 
up to 60 days from the end 
of the endorsement period.

•   Creating a new unborn 
swine type to allow for 
unborn pigs to be insured.

Before these changes, several other changes were already 
implemented. The following changes took effect in July 2020:
•   Increasing subsidy levels for all coverage prices.
•   Allowing the premium to be due at the end of the coverage 

endorsement period rather than at the beginning.
New subsidy levels and the premiums due at the end of 

the endorsement period are two changes that have been 
receiving the most attention. Table 2 on page 10 shows the 
subsidy levels at each of the four changes the RMA has made 
to subsidy levels. Before the changes in 2018, the policy was 
left virtually untouched for 16 years. Then over the last 18 
months, subsidy levels have nearly tripled. New subsidy levels 
have also been complemented by the premium being due 
at the end of the endorsement period. This has two positive 

(continued on page 10)



effects on producers. First, it frees up operating capital that 
can be used for other farm expenditures. Second, it simplifies 
the process of purchasing insurance. 
Implications

Swine Livestock Risk Protection offered by the USDA Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) is one tool the swine producers 
can use to manage the output price risk of finished hogs. 
Historically, this tool has not been used with great frequency 
throughout the U.S. and especially in Nebraska. Producer 
justifications for not using the product had been the lack 

of adequate price coverage, cost, and significant barriers 
to the payment of premiums. Over the last 18 months, the 
USDA-RMA has made significant changes to address these 
concerns. All changes benefit the producer, making it a more 
cost-effective product and easier to use. In an ever more 
global and connected world where prices can react quickly, 
having some form of price risk management in place is 
essential. Price risk management is not always needed given 
certain market conditions, but producers choosing not to use 
any risk management tools should fully understand and accept 
both the benefits and risks of doing so.

Table 1 – Swine LRP Policies Sold and Loss Ratios for Nebraska and U.S., 2004-2020 
 Commodity  Policies Sold   Loss Ratio  Nebraska's Share
 Year Nebraska  U.S. Nebraska  U.S. of Policies Sold
 2004 5  105 0.00  0.04 4.76
 2005 31  199 0.24  0.27 15.60
 2006 34  201 0.16  0.31 16.90
 2007 35  191 0.00  0.52 18.30
 2008 28  175 0.00  1.53 16.00
 2009 25  167 0.00  3.65 15.00  
 2010 30  193 0.00  0.17 15.50
 2011 25  173 0.00  0.17 14.50
 2012 12  104 0.00  0.47 11.50  
 2013 10  97 0.00  0.18 10.30
 2014 7  91 0.00  0.53 7.69
 2015 5  93 0.00  1.49 5.38
 2016 6  70 0.00  2.11 8.57
 2017 5  79 0.00  0.28 6.33
 2018 5  39 0.00  0.84 12.80
 2019 5  37 2.93  0.95 13.50
 2020 10  83 2.38  2.01 12.00 
 Average 16  123 0.34  0.91 12.04

Table 2 – Swine Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) Insurance Premium Subsidies by Year

 Coverage                                               Subsidy Level by Year
 Price 2003-2018 2018 - May 2020 May 2020 – Sept. 2020 Sept. 2020 - Current 
 95-100% 13% 20% 25% 35%
 90-94.99% 13% 25% 30% 40%
 85-89.99% 13% 30% 35% 45%
 80-84.99% 13% 30% 35% 50%
 75-79.99% 13% 35% 45% 55%
 70-74.99% 13% 35% 45% 55%

Changes in Risk Management Insurance that  
Positively Effect Hog Producers in Nebraska (continued)
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The benefits of the Strategic Investment Program (SIP) are immeasurable. NPPC’s
efforts to expand international markets and free trade, public policy outreach at 

the national level and prevention of foreign animal disease  are among the factors
that make my SIP investment so valuable.  By working directly with NPPC and

the Nebraska Pork Producers Association, I see  the SIP investment at work for all
pork producers and I am proud of the way we are represented at the state and

federal levels.  NPPC’s work gives me a voice  on issues that impact my farming
operation while allowing me to focus on what I do best: raising safe, high-quality

pork.  I encourage fellow producers to join me in this investment as we put our
resources together to protect our livelihoods.

 

-Shana Beattie
Nebraska Pork Producer and  SIP Investor

INVEST IN SIP TODAY!

www.nppc.org/join-us
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Celebrating Our 60th, While Looking Ahead 

2021 ANNUAL MEETING:

The Nebraska Pork Producers Association’s 2021 Annual Meeting 
in Lincoln August 13 featured presentations that helped us  
look forward to the next 60 years and we celebrated with— 

great food, friends, with a night at the ballpark.

President Beattie thanks Michael Luckey for his service 
to NPPA.

NPPA Domestic Marketing Director introduces 
Chef Brandon Harpster. 

Chef Brandon Harpster 
(center right) with  
NPPA Directors.  
They were treated to 
a carcass fabrication 
demonstration and 
lunch at the Great 
Plains Culinary 
Institute located on the 
Southeast Community 
College campus in 
Lincoln.
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Celebrating Our 60th, While Looking Ahead 
Stuart Spader (left) and John Csukker are recognized for their 
years as NPPA directors.

Tim Chancellor talks about advantages of adding solar energy 
to his operation.

NPPA Director Kyle Baade and family enjoy the baseball game. 

Dr. Patrick Webb, Director of Swine Health Programs for the 
National Pork Board explains Ag View software for creating a 
secure pork plan.

What device is best to measure temperature?  
NPPA's 60th Anniversary Thermometer!

“Say Baseball!”
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non-profit board, the Custer County Foundation, and 
in August l participated in the House of Delegates for 
the U.S. SHIP Program. I married my wife, Faith, in 
October 2018, and in 2020 we had our first child, Thea. 
I am excited to join the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association Board and I hope that I can bring value to 
our local producers.”

   Producer: Walter Traudt 

Walter’s farming operation and 
hog production barn is located in 
the Clay Center area where his 
family lives. “I started farming corn 
and soybeans in 1998,” he said. “In 
2001, I was given the opportunity 
to farm 1,100 acres of corn and 
soybeans on my own, and in 2015 
we started contract hog finishing 
with the Maschhoff’s.  We have 
a 4,000-head facility.  I have learned a lot about the 
production of hogs and row crop farming over the last 
several years. I am honored by this opportunity to learn 
about the policies and programs that will help me be a 
better livestock producer and farmer.”

   Allied: Allison Zabel 

Allison lives in La Vista with 
her rescue dog, Cuda. She is a 
customer service specialist at PIC. 
Her 10 years in the industry started 
when she was a student at Iowa 
State University. She was a member 
of the 2019 NPPA Leadership class, 
and traveled to Washington, D.C., 
with the Nebraska delegation to the 
National Pork Producers Council 
Legislative Action Conference. She likes to spend her 
free time playing slow-pitch softball, and she enjoys 
Husker or Cyclone tailgates in the fall. 

NPPA Elects Four New Board Members
The Nebraska Pork Producers Association (NPPA) 

has elected four new members to its board 
of directors. They are producers Aaron Doerr, of 
Creighton, Hunter Thomas, of Broken Bow, and  
Walter Traudt, Clay Center; and Allied, Allison Zabel,  
of La Vista.

Producer: Aaron Doerr 
Aaron partners with his parents 

Gary and Liz Doerr on a 250-sow 
farrow-to-finish operation near 
Creighton. He was a 2020 Pork 
Forum delegate for the National 
Pork Producers Council. “I think 
it's important for me to be involved 
and do what's best for the future 
of the pork industry in Nebraska, 
as well as my own farm’s future,” 

he said. “I look forward to representing the rest of the 
producers in the state. My wife Carley and I have a 
3-year-old daughter, Kally, and 3-month-old son, Bode.” 

 Producer: Hunter Thomas 
Hunter is a fourth-generation 

pig producer and vice president 
of his family business, Thomas 
Livestock. He worked part-time 
with the company beginning in 
2011, and has been full time since 
he graduated from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in May 2018 
with an agri-business degree and 
ag economics minor.  “I have 

worked in all parts of our business,” he said, “which 
includes breeding, farrowing, nursery, finish, feed 
mill, maintenance and office work. Outside of work, I 
enjoy spending time with friends and family, hunting, 
golfing, going to the lake, and being involved within 
our community. I have served on a Township board, 
a school board committee, am currently on a local 
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Ham with 
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Rack of Pork 
with Parsleyed 

Crumbs
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Pork Loin

Spicy Cranberry 
Pork Tenderloin
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Ham with Brown Sugar & Thyme Glaze
Servings: 8
INGREDIENTS
•  8 pounds fully-cooked bone-in ham 
•  1 cup brown sugar 
•  2 tablespoons whole grain mustard 
•  1/2 orange 
•  1/4 cup fresh orange juice 
•  2 teaspoons fresh thyme 
•  2 teaspoons fresh thyme 
•  1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 
•  1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
•  1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 

DIRECTIONS
1. Pre-heat oven to 320 F. Score the ham in a 

diamond pattern, making sure not to go more than 
½ deep. Place the ham flat side down on a rack 
set in a roasting pan and loosely cover the ham 
with tin foil. Bake for 2 hours. 

2. Make the glaze by adding the brown sugar and 
next 6 ingredients to a small pot over medium 
heat. Cook until the brown sugar dissolves and 
then lower the heat to medium-low and cook for 5 
minutes so the flavors can develop. Remove from 
the heat and set aside. 

3. After two hours, remove the ham from the oven. 
Use a basting or pastry brush to paint the brown 
sugar glaze all over the ham. Place the ham back 
in the oven, uncovered, for 20 minutes. Repeat 
this process and bake for another 20 minutes. 
Remove ham from oven and serve. 

Rack of Pork with Parsleyed Crumbs
Servings: 8
INGREDIENTS
•  1 rack pork rib rack (chine bone trimmed, 
    about 7 or 8 ribs)
•  salt 
•  black pepper 
•  3/4 cup mustard (coarse-grained)
•  1 1/2 cups bread crumbs 
•  3/4 cup fresh parsley (minced)
•  1 tablespoon dried thyme (crumbled)
•  3 cloves garlic (minced)

DIRECTIONS
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Season pork with salt and pepper, as desired. 

Brush pork with 1/4 cup mustard. In medium 
bowl, combine remaining mustard with remaining 
ingredients. Press crumb mixture evenly over 
top of pork. Arrange pork crumb side up in 
roasting pan. Roast for 1 1/2 hours (20 minutes 
per pound), or until internal temperature on a 
thermometer reads 145 degrees F. Remove roast 

from oven; let rest about 10 minutes. Carve pork, 
cutting between ribs, and serve.

Simply Saucy Bacon-Wrapped Pork Loin
Servings: 10
INGREDIENTS
•  4 pounds pork loin (center roast, boneless,, 
    untied, fat and silver skin trimmed)
•  1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt 
•  1 teaspoon black pepper (freshly ground)
•  1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
•  9 slices bacon 
•  1 cup barbecue sauce 

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 450ºF. Sprinkle pork with salt and 

pepper.
2. Heat oil in large skillet over medium-high heat. 

Add pork and brown on all sides, about 6 minutes. 
Transfer to plate and cool for 10 minutes.

3. Wrap bacon slices vertically around pork roast; do 
not overlap bacon. Tie lengthwise and crosswise 
with kitchen string to hold bacon in place; tuck 

loose ends of bacon under string. Place on a rack 
in a roasting pan, tucked-bacon side down.

Spicy Cranberry Pork Tenderloin
Servings: 7
INGREDIENTS
•  2 pork tenderloins (about 1 pound each)
•  2 limes 
•  1 teaspoon kosher salt 
•  1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
•  1 teaspoon oil 
•  1 cup water 
•  12 ounces fresh cranberries 
•  2/3 cup light brown sugar (packed)
•  1 jalapeno (seeded and finely chopped)

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat your oven to 400°F.
2. Finely grate zest from the limes. Juice the limes 

(about 4 tablespoons).
3. In a small bowl, mix half of the lime zest (about 2 

tablespoons) with the salt and pepper.
4. Brush the tenderloins with the oil and place in 

a nonstick roasting pan, fat side up. Roast for 8 
minutes. Flip and add the lime zest mixture to 
the top. Continue roasting until the digital meat 
thermometer reads between 145°F (medium rare) 
and 160°F (medium), about 35 to 40 minutes.

5. Meanwhile, in a medium saucepan, stir together 
the water, cranberries, brown sugar, jalapeno and 
remaining lime zest and juice. Bring to a boil over 
medium heat. Reduce the heat to medium-low and 
simmer, stirring occasionally, until the berries have 
burst and the juices thickened, about 5 minutes.

6. Transfer the pork to a carving board and let stand 
for 3 to 5 minutes.

7. Meanwhile, add the cranberry sauce to the 
roasting pan and bring it to a boil over medium 
heat, scraping up any browned bits in the pan with 
a wooden spoon.

8. Carve the pork and serve with the sauce.

Ham with 
Brown Sugar 

& Thyme Glaze

Rack of Pork 
with Parsleyed 

Crumbs

Simply Saucy 
Bacon-Wrapped 

Pork Loin

Spicy Cranberry 
Pork Tenderloin
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800.677.4623   
pahc.com

UNFORTUNATELY, 

DANGER ISN’T  

THIS EASY  

TO SPOT

Mycotoxins may be invisible  
to the naked eye,  

but the negative effects  
are hard to miss. 

AB20® nutritional specialty product is 

designed to help lower the available 

moisture – and potential for mold and 

hazardous mycotoxins – in your swine 

feed. With the right solutions in place, 

you can help protect herd health and 

help maintain your pigs’ performance. 

AB20 is backed by our Dynamic Quality 

Assurance® program. 

AB20 – The best value in 
binding solutions.  

AB131018R10419GLB-R0221 ©2021 Phibro Animal Health Corporation. Phibro, Phibro logo 
design, Healthy Animals. Healthy Food. Healthy World., Dynamic Quality Assurance and AB20 are 

trademarks owned by or licensed to Phibro Animal Health Corporation or its affiliates.

neporkstore.com

PRODUCER: RAMBOW   DIRECTOR: AL JUHNKE   STARRING: NEBRASKA PORK PRODUCERS

Wear Pork Proud!

N OW  A P P E A R I N G



www.NEpork.org Nebraska Pork Talk – October/November/December 2021   19

honor of “Chef Par Excellence.” 
The winning chef was Matt 
Moser from Stirnella, with his 
dish, Jon’s Naturals Pork Shank, 
Aged Shoyu Glaze, Marinated 
Bok Choy Salad, Bacon Fat & 
Fish Sauce Vinaigrette, Sweet 
Corn Miso Puree, Cicharron & 
Sesame Pistachio Crunch and 
Fall Truffles. 

Taste of Elegance
Competition Returns in Style! 

Thank you to all our sponsors and golfers who joined 
us for the 20th Annual Pork Chop Scramble on Friday, 
August 17, at the Centura Hills Gold Club in Cairo, 
Nebraska.  After a rain delay, the sun came out, dried 
out the course a bit, and participants enjoyed playing 
this new course. It was a beautiful day for golf, great 
people, and delicious food. The Tyson Foods team 
won the event.

Our three judges were, from left, Michael Rhoades, 
Oystein Solberg and Brandon Harpster.

20th Annual  
Pork Chop 
Scramble Won  
by Tyson Team

The Tyson Foods team 
won the 20th Annual Pork 

Chop Scramble in Cairo. 

All proceeds from the event 
go to Completely Kids, a 
nonprofit organization that 
serves Omaha kids and families 
living in poverty. Completely 
KIDS served more than 2,600 
children in its afterschool 
program in 2019, providing 
nearly 169,000 hot meals and 
distributed more than 21,300 
bags of weekend food. The 
event could not be held in 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Congratulations to Chef Matt Moser.

The winning 
creation!

T                 he NPPA-sponsored “Taste 
of Elegance” was held 

September 16 at Champions 
Run in Omaha in collaboration 
with another event called “Pinot, 
Pigs and Pours.” The annual 
event is a Pork Checkoff-
funded culinary competition 
designed to inspire innovative 
and exciting ways to feature 
pork on restaurant menus.  
Highlighting the evening was 

a battle between 
six top 

professional 
chefs in 
the area 
competing 
for the 

Photos Courtesy of Debra S. Kaplan



Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153
www.wiechmanpig.com

Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows

Underweights, Roaster Pigs

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:

WIECHMAN
Pig Company Inc.
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SWINE  |  POULTRY  |  AQUA  |  COMPANION  |  RUMINANT  |  PLANT HEALTH

APCproteins.com

100% BOVINE
PLASMA
100% RESULTS
ZERO RISK

Larry E. Sitzman  
Youth in Nebraska  
Agriculture Scholarship  
Applications are due Nov. 10

College students enrolled as full-time 
undergraduate or graduate students at a fully 
accredited Nebraska college, university or 
technical college in an agriculture related  
degree program are encouraged to apply for the 
$1,000 Larry E. Sitzman Youth in Nebraska  
Agriculture Scholarship.

The deadline to apply is  
November 10. Applications  
will be reviewed, and selection  
notifications will be sent by  
December 1. Students may  
apply for the scholarship  
online by visiting  
www.nepork.org.



Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com

Kelley Johansen
kelley.johansen@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Tim Nagorske 
tim.narorske@raboag.com     

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support 
through the years, and welcome to our new Allied Members. 
We are greatly appreciative of our new members continuing 
to renew your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association. We look forward to a successful 2021 
with our three tiers of membership.

If you have any questions, please contact Sandra Kavan at  
sandra@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505. 2 0 2 1  M E M B E R S

Rachelle Kuhl
rkuhl@dnaswinegenetics.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com Todd Heisterkamp

todd@cshe.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com
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Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Barrie Luers
bluers@midwestlivestock.com 

Scott Ritzman
scott@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com Seth Fevold

seth.fevold@tyson.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Craig Behnken
Craig.behnken@zoetis.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.com

Allison Zabel
Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Alan Stephens 
astephens@settje.com 

Jason Gubbels
jason@lgpumping.com 

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com
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Sean Minahan 
sminahan@ldmlaw.com



Bronze Level ($350)
COMPANY CONTACT EMAIL
A. J. O’Mara Group, LLC John O’Mara sales@ajomara.com
A-FAN  Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Agri Sales Inc. Brad Carlton brad@agrisales-inc.com
AgroSoft North America Jon Tomsen ujt@agrosoft.net 
Allflex Austin Woltemath  austin.woltemath@merck.com 
Alltech Kade Scott kscott@alltech.com
American Heartland Insurance Agency Inc. Dan Neville dan@ahia.com 
Beller Biosecurity Strategies, Inc. John Beller john@bellerbiosecurity.com
Bridgeport Corp Chad Nedved chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com
Central Confinement Service LLC Steve Becker  sbecker@cencon.com 
Central Valley Ag Ted Beckner Ted.beckner@cvacoop.com
Choice Genetics Tim Marker  timothy.marker@choice-genetics.com
Commodity Solutions Jed Christensen jedc@commoditysolutions.com
Design Agri-Systems, Inc. Randy Eisenmenger dsignag@megavision.com
Endovac Animal Health  Curtis Stutheit  cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com 
Fast Genetics     Steve Sornsen, DVM   ssornsen@fastgenetics.com 
Huvepharma  Wes Anderjaska  wes.anderjaska@huvepharma.us
JES Environmental Services, Inc. Reece Sukovaty reece@jesenv.com
Livingston Enterprises, Inc. Bruce Livingston bruce@livingstonent.com
National Pork Board Rob Christine rchristine@pork.org
National Pork Producers Council Tyler Bettin bettint@nppc.org
Nebraska Corn Growers Association Kelly Brunkhorst bzanga@necga.com
Noll Human Resource Services Mike Fagen mfagen@nolljobs.com
Northeast Community College  Dr. Tracy Kruse tracyk@northeast.edu
Nutrient Advisors Andy Scholting andy@nutrientadvisors.com
Omega 3 Family Farms, LLC Dennis Nuttelman office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.  Robin Friedrichs robin@osborne-ind.com
Petersen Ag Systems Dan Lyons dan@petersenagsystems.com
PigEasy, LLC Katie Holtz katie@pigeasy.com
Provimi North America, Inc. Mike Clark mclark@provimi-na.com
Purina Animal Nutrition  Todd Krause  tkrause@landolakes.com 
Swine Management Services, Inc. Mark Rix mark.rix@swinems.com
Topigs Norsvin USA Craig Jarolimek Craig.jarolimek@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health  Alanna Harrison  alanna.harrison@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products Randy Paseka wcrandy@windstream.net
We Support Ag Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Whole Hog Ron Brodersen ronb@wholehogai.com
XF Nebraska Dennis Nuttelman nd04056@windstream.net
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Nebraska Pork Producers Association
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Lincoln, Nebraska 68510

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NEBRASKA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION TO INFORM ITS MEMBERS

© 2021 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved. Prices and promotions subject to change without notice. 
Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors.

1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

HEATING SEASON
ON SALE NOW

ON SALE
Large 900 lb. capacity for moving sow and larger animals. 900 lb. 
winch with 3/16” galvanized cable. 18-1/2” wide x 78” tall with 
tire height of 13”.

Sow Carcass Cart

Solid sides aid in winching hogs into place and the deep V-shaped 
trough keeps them there while moving. Straight pull winch eliminates 
extra pulleys. 13” tires roll over floor obstructions and maneuver into tight 
spots. 900 lb. winch with 3/16” galvanized cable. 600 lb. capacity.

Carcass Cart with Sheet Metal Sides

• Two rugged designs capable of pulling dead hogs

Hog Pullers

Chore Cart Heavy Duty

Utility Cart
• Plastic corrosion resistance tub 
• Heavy galvanized frame 
• Top slot with stop permits adding a plywood platform 
• Capacity - 4-1/2 bushels or 180 pounds 
• 18” wide x 37” long x 35” high

• Durability
• Maneuverability  • Cleanability
• Capacity (Holds 6 Bushels or 240 lbs!)
• Function and Value!

Promotion valid 9-1-2021 through 1-31-2022. Must take delivery by March 26th. 
Freight, taxes, and installation not included. 

Complete gate packages include hot-dipped 
galvanized 31.5” 7 rod panels, hardware, galvanized 

posts, drop rods, and stainless steel T-Bolts.

Check our website for a complete listing of salesman 
and stores in your area. www.hogslat.com

COMPLETE GALVANIZED 
GATE PACKAGES

Call your local store or sales contact 
for your FREE custom quote. 

SAVE 20%

*Pricing and promotions valid 9/1/2021 through 10/31/2021

#8330221100 $368.00  $256.95
#8330231100 w/ clutch winch $417.00  $289.95

#HS813 w/10” Wheels & 6” Casters $224.73  $196.95

#8320301100 Chore Cart HD $223.00

#8050221100 T-style, 1 chain $42.00  $28.95
#8050231100 2 chain $44.00  $30.95

#8330211100 $296.00  $206.95


