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Calendar of Events
March 2020 
4-6 Pork Forum, Kansas City, MO

April 2020 
1-2  Spring LAC, Washington, D.C. 
19 Star City BaconFest, Lincoln
20-23 Pork Management Conference,  
 Destin, FL

May
13   Taste of Elegance, Omaha

June 2020 
3-5 World Pork Expo, Des Moines, IA
26 Pork Chop Scramble, Quarry Oaks,  
 Ashland

July 2020 
8 Nebraska Pork Expo, York
12-15   National Pork Industry Conference, 

Wisconsin Dells, WI

August
7   VIP Baseball Event, Lincoln

For more information on any of these scheduled events  
call 888-627-7675 or www.nepork.org
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Shana Beattie  Sumner (308) 325-1278
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Jared Lierman Beemer (402) 750-1596 
Connor Livingston Fairbury (402) 300-0240 
Michael Luckey Columbus (402) 910-3121
Matt Marquardt Tekamah (402) 870-0600
Ryan Preister Humphrey (402) 416-6867
Ali Prochaska  David City  (402) 826-7491
Paul Segner  Friend  (402) 947-1195
Stuart Spader Waco (402) 363-3172
Mike Wisnieski Omaha (402) 548-5761
Mark Wright Fremont (402) 719-7526

ALTERNATE DIRECTORS 
Karen Grant (1st Alternate)  Meadow Grove (402) 649-4466 
Jennifer Ruby (2nd Alternate)  Howells  (580) 461-2648

Executive Committee
President, John Csukker Shelby (402) 910-1892  
President Elect, Shana Beattie  Sumner (308) 325-1278 
Vice President, Jared Lierman Beemer (402) 750-1596
Past President, Tim Chancellor Broken Bow (308) 872-2020

NPPA Office nppa@NEpork.org  (888) 627-7675
Executive Director  Al Juhnke (531) 500-2786
Domestic Marketing Director  Jane Stone (402) 525-1525
Finance Director Dee Petersen (531) 500-2763
Youth Education Director  Kyla Habrock (531) 500-3423
Allied Industry Services Director Sandra Kavan (531) 500-3505
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A ‘Pork Sundae’ luncheon and the  
NPPA Awards Ceremony came next, 
followed by our keynote speaker, José de 
Jesús, director of multicultural marketing  
for the National Pork Board. His focus  
on the growing Latino population in our  
country and their potential as pork 
customers was fascinating.

The afternoon program was a panel 
discussion moderated by Tim Chancellor 
focusing on African Swine Fever (ASF) and the Secure Pork 
Supply (SPS) plan. Panelists included Dr. Dennis Hughes, 
(Nebraska state veterinarian), Dr. Lisa Becton, National 
Pork Board veterinarian, and Dr. Liz Wagstrom (NPPC 
chief veterinarian). A lively Q & A session followed the panel 
presentations and highlighted once again the seriousness of 
our producers’ preparations for an ASF outbreak. Following 
the end of the meeting, the annual “Ribs & Bibs” reception 
and dinner was enjoyed at the Single Barrel Restaurant.  
The conversations among NPPA members and state  
senators were friendly, and the pork ribs were ‘fall-off-the-
bone’ delicious. 

Incoming President John Csukker then gaveled another 
successful annual meeting to a close.

2020 NPPA ANNUAL MEETING SUMMARY
By Al Juhnke, NPPA Executive Director 

We want to thank all those who participated in the 
2020 Nebraska Pork Producers Association’s 

(NPPA) annual meeting in Lincoln on February 12. The well-
attended meeting brought a day full of information, ideas, 
and renewed relationships with our members. 

The day kicked off with the Allied/
SIP breakfast. Dr. Elizabeth Wagstrom, 
chief veterinarian of the National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC), was the 
guest speaker.  She updated the group 
on issues NPPC is tracking on behalf of 
its members. Following the discussion, 
awards were presented to our Allied 
Industry members. A huge thank-you to 
our SIP and Allied members!

As NPPA executive director, 
I gave my association report. 
Highlights of 2019, pork production 
growth in Nebraska, and the 
NPPA’s social media presence were 
reported on. I then recognized and 
thanked Nebraska’s pork farmers, 
Strategic Investment Program (SIP) 
contributors, and Allied Industry 
members for their contributions 
over the past year. Members of the NPPA staff were also 
recognized for their many years of service and dedication to 
Nebraska’s pork industry. 

Nebraska’s agriculture economy 
was the focus of the next speaker, Dr. 
Elliot Dennis, assistant professor in the 
UNL Department of Ag Economics. He 
presented research involving agriculture 
marketing, risk management, animal 
health production practices and how 
these practices change across space and 
time.  Dr. Dennis is a real asset to our 
Nebraska farmers. 
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Dr. Elizabeth Wagstrom

Al Juhnke

Dr. Elliot Dennis

José de Jesús

President John Csukker thanks Tim Chancellor for his service to the industry. 
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The Outstanding Pork Service 
Awards are given annually to 
recognize exceptional work 
by an individual, company or 
organization that has advocated 
and supported the fundamental 
efforts of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association (NPPA). The 
service award winners encourage 
profitability and sustainability of 
Nebraska’s pork industry and 
serve as a positive voice and 
leader within the industry.

Lukas Fricke (Producer): 

In 2014, Lukas served as the communications intern 
for the Alliance for the Future of Agriculture in Nebraska 
(AFAN), was part of the 2014 Nebraska Pork Producer 
Mentorship program, was involved in the Alpha Gamma 
Rho Fraternity, president of the UNL FFA Alumni, vice 
president of the CASNR advisory board and treasurer for 
Block and Bridle. In 2018, his startup company, ChorChek, 
won first place at Nebraska’s Power Farming Show Quick 
Pitch Competition. He is a sixth-generation pork producer 
from Ulysses, an entrepreneur with a strong determination 
to achieve his goals and has a passion for guiding youth 
in agriculture. Lukas actively promotes the importance 
of involving youth in the pork industry, and has been a 
volunteer helper with the NPPA advising people through 
posts on social media about pork products. He also has 

helped the National 
Pork Board with some 
of its social media 
activities, and has 
helped with Nebraska 
Ag Youth Institute by 
donating meals for 
program participants. 
One thing he would 
like to see happen 
in the pork industry 
is for the younger 
generations to step up 
to active leadership 
roles to help tell our story to keep this industry moving 
forward. His Mentor pro-file stated that he “believes it is 
his responsibility as a young farmer to make a sustainable 
impact, and it is his passion to grow his American 
agricultural dream through smart hard work.” Lukas is well 
on his way to achieving this goal. 

Karen Brokaw (Industry): 

Who do you hire to contact over 650 fourth-grade 
teachers in 44 counties in the eastern third of Nebraska 
and invite them to the Capitol for lunch or re-brand a 
50-year-old association? How about supervising the 
filming of “Kitchen Krashers” videos, managing social 
media, designing a t-shirt or educational materials, giving 
Pork Talk a professional look and countless other projects 
that promote the producers, industry and products of the 
NPPA? The answer is easy. Her name is Karen Brokaw 
and she is Brokaw Marketing. For more than 10 years 
she has been NPPA’s go-to creative person. In the 
fall of 2009 after serving for over 20 years as a senior 
advertising executive with a Nebraska-based marketing 

2019’s OUTSTANDING PORK SERVICE AWARD WINNERS

Lukas Fricke
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communications agency, Karen started Brokaw Marketing.  
From marketing research, public relations, media planning 
and buying, promotional strategy, experiential marketing, 
social media and creative executions, Brokaw Marketing 
does it all. Karen served as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln, teaching media buying 
and planning for many years. She is a long-term member 
of the Advertising Federation of Lincoln. As a member of 
the Lincoln Chapter of the American Marketing Association, 
Karen has served on the AMA board for several years. 
Karen has spearheaded joint efforts between Nebraska’s 
agriculture commodities. The Farmers and Ranchers 
Tailgate and the Ag Sack Lunch program are successfully 
managed by Brokaw Marketing. When BaconFest was 
nothing more 
than a vague 
idea, Karen was 
immediately 
thought of to 
be on that 
committee, as 
well. Karen and 
her husband, 
Dan, have two 
sons and recently 
welcomed their 
first grandson. Ask any of the staff members at NPPA and 
they will tell you that Karen is the place to start and end. 
Every Pork Talk, Facebook post, educational pamphlet or 
booklet, brochure, postcard, or video promoting pork are 
guaranteed to have her imprint. 

Midwest Livestock Systems, 
LLC (Allied Member): 

Midwest Livestock Systems has been a leading 
livestock equipment dealer and construction contractor 
since 1971. The company sits in the heart of the nation’s 
swine, poultry, and 
dairy industries with 
offices in Beatrice, 
Neb.; Pine Island, 
Minn.; Sioux Falls, 
S.D., and Menomonie, 
Wis. The organization 
is built on serving 
the diverse needs of 
pork, poultry, and dairy 
producers. Over the 
years, the company has 
developed a reputation 
as the knowledgeable partner who delivers on quality 
every time. At the company’s Beatrice location, Midwest 
Livestock Systems’ 70-plus employees are ready to serve 
Nebraska’s expanding pork industry. Both large and small 
producers have come to depend on the company for 
design, building, and equipment sales and service. The 
first records of NPPA’s allied membership that could be 
found dates back to 2004 and lists Midwest Livestock 
Systems as a member. They have been a Silver Level 
contributor since the program was updated in 2015. Along 
the way, they have sponsored the Pork Chop Scramble 
with hole sponsorship, pin prizes, and golf teams. They 
have donated auction items and financially supported the 
Ribfest VIP tent. Midwest Livestock Systems has been a 
16-year partner with the NPPA.

2019’s OUTSTANDING PORK SERVICE AWARD WINNERS
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Karen Brokaw

Barrie Luers, Midwest Livestock Systems
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Voluntary Check-Off  
Hall of Fame 

BRUCE AND KAREN GRANT were first recognized by 
the NPPA in 2012 when they received the Outstanding 
Pork Service Award for Producer Outreach. The opening 
statement of their tribute said “they jumped in with both 

feet.” It was true 
then and it is 
still true today. 
Bruce and Karen 
Grant’s farrow-
to-finish farm 
is located near 
Meadow Grove. 
Karen served 
on the NPPA 
board of directors 
for six years, 

participated in the Pork Leadership Institute, a program 
that is jointly sponsored by the National Pork Board and 
National Pork Producers Council. She has traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to meet with Nebraska’s congressional 
delegation to discuss issues that affect our industry.  On the 
International front, Karen traveled with the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation to Japan and China as an advocate for our 
nation’s pork industry. In 2015 she was honored as the Ag-
ceptional Woman of the year, and is a former “Pork Queen.” 
Collectively, Bruce and Karen have served as delegates 
to Forum, the National gathering of pork producers, over a 
dozen times. 

A volunteer is defined as a person who freely offers to 
undertake a task. Bruce and Karen have faithfully been 
there for the NPPA. The Grants have enormous energy 
making each event they volunteer for a memorable 
one. They are strong supporters of 4-H and supply hogs 

to children for the Madison County Fair. Through the 
Nebraska’s Farm Bureau Foundation’s Ag Pen Pal 
Program, they have opened their farm and dedicated many 
hours teaching youth to understand where their food comes 
from and promote the livestock industry. They are involved 
in their church and community, both having served on 
numerous boards. Bruce and Karen are parents to Jason, 
Jeremy and Kristen and are proud grandparents. The 
Grants will continue their commitment to living and telling 
our positive pork story from the Madison County line to the 
State Capitol to the halls of Congress.

Check-Off Hall of Fame: 

JIM AND JAN MILLER have a farrow-to-finish operation 
in Belden, in Cedar County. They also raise corn and 
soybeans. Jan is a 
major contributor 
to the pork industry 
and Jim has been 
an instrumental 
part of the Soybean 
Association. Jan 
was first elected to 
the NPPA board of 
directors in 2008, 
serving as president-
elect and then as 
president in 2014. Prior to serving on NPPA’s board, Jan 
participated in the DuPont’s Young Leader Program in 
1999 and the 2004 the Pork Leadership Academy. After 
joining the NPPA board, Jan traveled to Washington, D.C., 
to attend the Legislative Action Conference, served as a 
Pork Forum delegate and vice chairman of the National 
Pork Board’s producer, public, and workplace safety 
committee. Miller is active in her local church, the Cedar 
County Pork Producers group and Ag-ceptional women’s 

NPPA NAMES 2019  
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Bruce and Karen Grant

Jim and Jan Miller
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steering committee, a local group that promotes agriculture 
in northeast Nebraska. In 2011, Jan was honored as the Ag-
Ceptional Woman of the Year.  

Transitioning to the other side of this remarkable couple, 
Jim Miller has been involved with the pork industry, and 
has been an instrumental part of the Nebraska Soybean 
Association since 2000. He served on the Nebraska 
Soybean Association board from 2000 through 2008 and 
was elected to the American Soybean Association board of 
directors in 2008. Jim has given a tremendous amount of 
time and talent to serving the soybean industry. Throughout 

his volunteer leadership roles, he has served in numerous 
capacities at the local, state, and national levels. 

While it might appear that Jim and Jan are moving in 
different circles, nothing could be further from the truth. The 
Millers’ dedication to agriculture goes beyond the pork and 
soybean industries. They are true partners that believe in 
taking their turn to be involved, making sure agriculture 
has representation now and for future generations. They 
understand the importance of involvement and how it 
contributes to the success of these associations and  
all of agriculture.
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Miranda Hornung and Larry Sitzman

Miranda Hornung of Davey was named the 2020 recipient 
of the Larry E. Sitzman Youth in Nebraska Agriculture 
Scholarship at the NPPA’s annual meeting February 12 in 
Lincoln.  The daughter of Les Hornung and the late Joan 
Hornung, Miranda will receive a $1,000 scholarship. 

Miranda is a sophomore studying agriculture education 
at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. She uses her 
passion to grow leaders in many ways, such as assisting 
with after-school clubs for sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade 
students at Goodrich Middle School’s Community Learning 
Center. She also serves as the primary programmer for the 
UNL FFA Alumni Club. In that role, she works to connect 
industry professionals with students at meetings. She is 
an active member of the Collegiate Farm Bureau and the 
UNL Ag Ed Club, while also serving as a member of the 
advisory board for the College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources, and is an active participant in the Engler 
Agribusiness Entrepreneurship Program. 

She is an advocate for agriculture and agriculture 
education through her role as a National Teach Ag 
Ambassador. In this capacity, she has traveled across the 
country to promote agriculture education on a collegiate and 
career level as well as providing workshop facilitation on 
basic agriculture industry topics.

Miranda understands 
that her future as an 
agriculture educator is a 
major leadership role. “I 
will be the voice of new 
information, guidance, 
and wisdom for 
countless students,” she says, “and I have the opportunity 
to influence their thoughts and actions in the agriculture 
industry.”  

“The Nebraska Pork Producers Association believes 
being a teacher is one of the most vital roles to impact a 
student and is excited by what the future holds for Miranda 
and the teaching profession,” said Kyla Habrock, NPPA 
education director.

MIRANDA HORNUNG NAMED RECIPIENT 
OF THE LARRY E. SITZMAN YOUTH IN  
NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP 

About Larry E. Sitzman – Larry E. Sitzman Youth in Nebraska 
Agriculture Scholarship honors the retired executive director of the 
NPPA. Sitzman learned patriotism, service to our country, and respect 
for our leaders from his parents. Agriculture has been his passion. 
Throughout his life he has provided service in various forms and from 
different positions of leadership. Sitzman is known for sharing his 
voice defending perspectives and asking challenging questions. He 
served on many state and national agricultural boards before being 
named the Director of Agriculture for Nebraska in 1991. He ended his 
working role as executive director of the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association in 2016. Today, Sitzman serves as an active volunteer 
leader at the Veterans Administration in Lincoln.
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John Csukker of Columbus was elected president of 
the Nebraska Pork Producers Association (NPPA) at its 
annual meeting in Lincoln February 12. Csukker is the 
environmental senior services manager for the Great 
Plains Region for The Maschhoffs. He has represented 
Nebraska's pork producers in Washington, D.C., serving as 
both a National Pork Board and National Pork Producers 
Council NPPC Forum delegate. He is a member of NPPC's 
environmental policy committee and was part of the 
Nebraska governor’s trade mission to Shanghai and Hong 
Kong, China. He was first elected to the NPPA board of 
directors in 2015. 

Joining Csukker as new NPPA leaders are Shana Beattie 
of Sumner, president-elect, and Jared Lierman of Beemer, 
vice president. Tim Chancellor of Broken Bow is past 
president.

Newly elected directors include Mark Wright of Fremont, 
Chad Johnson of Norfolk, Kyle Baade of Plymouth and Ryan 
Priester of Humphrey. Karen Grant of Meadow Grove is first 
alternate director, and Jennifer Ruby of Humphrey is second 
alternate director.
 

About NPPA’s New Board Members:

MARK WRIGHT, FREMONT, 
(ALLIED): Mark is the assistant 
manager of Wiechman Pig Company’s 
Fremont division as well as the animal 
handling and welfare coordinator 
for all Wiechman Pig Company’s 
locations. Currently he serves on the 
NPPA’s legislative committee and is a member of the Pork 
Leadership Institute program, a joint program of the National 
Pork Board and the National Pork Producers Council.  
Through the PLI program, he has represented Nebraska pork 
producers in Washington, D.C.   

CHAD JOHNSON, NORFOLK, 
(ALLIED): Chad is the plant buyer for 
Tyson Fresh Meats in Madison, and 
has been with Tyson/IBP for 23 years. 
He is a PQA Plus® and TQA® advisor, 
has served as a alternate director for 
the NPPA, and has been a member 
of the legislative committee for the past year. 

John Csukker is the environmental 
senior services manager for 
the Great Plains Region for The 
Maschhoffs. John is responsible 
for the environmental permitting 
and compliance for The 
Maschhoffs’ company-owned 
farms as well as independent pork 
production partners in Nebraska, 
Missouri and Wyoming. 

Shana Beattie lives in Sumner 
with her husband and four 
children. Her family raises 
cattle and pigs and farms corn, 
soybeans and alfalfa. Her hobbies 
include gardening, cooking, 
baking, and volunteering with 
the youth in her 4-H and FFA 
communities.

Jared Lierman lives in Beemer 
with his wife and son. He is a 
third generation farmer and owner 
of 3L farms, where they have a 
nursery-to-feeder operation. His 
hobby is playing softball.

Tim  Chancellor is the ween/finish 
supervisor at Thomas Livestock 
in Broken Bow. He and his wife 
Minnie have three children.

JOHN CSUKKER ELECTED 2020 PRESIDENT
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KYLE BAADE, PLYMOUTH 
(PRODUCER): Kyle and wife, 
Laura, own and operate Baade 
Genetics, an 80-head sow 
herd. Their operation specializes 
in raising purebred and crossbred 
show pigs and breeding stock, 
as well as an on-farm boar stud 
operation utilizing herd sires for on-farm use, as well as 
semen sales.

RYAN PREISTER, HUMPHREY 
(PRODUCER): Ryan and his 
wife own and operate his family’s 
fourth-generation pig farm near 
Humphrey. The farm also raises 
corn and soybeans. A graduate of 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
he holds both PQA Plus and TQA 
certifications. 

KAREN GRANT, MEADOW 
GROVE (PRODUCER):  Karen 
and her husband, Bruce, operate 
a farrow-to-finish pig farm near 
Meadow Grove. She has served 
a six-year term on the NPPA’s 
board of directors, is currently on 
the NPPA legislative committee, 
and for the past two years has served on the investor and 
relations committee with National Pork Producers Council. 
In 2015, she was recognized as the Ag-ceptional Woman 
of the Year. 

JENNIFER RUBY, HOWELLS 
(ALLIED): Jennifer lives on an 
acreage with her husband, Justin, 
and son, Brock. She has been in 
swine production for 14 years with 
seven years in production in boar 
stud-to-finishing operations. She 
now is sales manager for PigEasy, LLC. She was in the 
first Nebraska Pork Leadership Program and served on 
the National Pork Board animal welfare committee. 
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EQUIPMENT
REPLACEMENT PARTS

• New Construction
• Remodel
• Retrofit
• Repair

PROJECTS | SOLUTIONS | EQUIPMENT | SUPPLIES

• Distributes a broad selection of  
name-brand equipment and 
replacement parts to fulfill the 
needs of both swine and poultry 
grower markets.  We are also able 
to facilitate your turnkey facility 
solutions. 

Schuyler, NE
574 Road 11 
Schuyler, NE 68661
800-433-6340HEADQUARTERS

800-433-6340 | www.qcsupply.com

PIGCENTRAL™ VENTILATION SYSTEM

LEADING THE WAY 
IN TECHNOLOGY

PIGTEK AMERICAS

Chore-Time’s PigCentral™ Control can be configured to meet 
the specific challenges of today’s top producers. This popular 
Chore-Time control uses powerful, farmer-friendly software 
tools, plus a modular, card-based approach, to ensure that  

your nursery, sow or wean to finish system can be easily  
upgraded – not outdated – as technology advances.

574.658.5000     SALES@PIGTEK.NET

LEARN MORE AT CHORETIMEHOG.COM

CTB ADVERTISING
Ad No. PT-2626-201912-Q-4C

Chore-Time/PigTek 
Nebraska Pork Talk

STREAMLINE YOUR OPERATION TODAY
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National Pork Board State Pork  
Organizations

THE POWER OF YOUR PORK
ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TOGETHER

THE STRATEGIC INVESTMENT PROGRAM (SIP) UNITES PORK PRODUCERS WITH A STRONG 
VOICE ON THE ISSUES THAT IMPACT YOUR LIVELIHOOD AND FREEDOM TO OPERATE.

Mandatory 
Checkoff
$0.40/$100

Secures and guides industry research funding    
 
Enhances domestic and global demand 
 
Provides producer information and education 
 
Delivers proactive issues management

$0.10/$100

Develops and defends export markets

Fights for reasonable legislation/regulation

Informs and educates legislators    

Amplifies the producer voice with lawmakers

Counters misinformation and activists

Voluntary  
Investment

40%



Star City BaconFest 2020 Slated for  
April 19 at Lincoln’s Embassy Suites
Star City BaconFest 2020 is just 

around the corner! Sunday, April 
19 is the day. Embassy Suites in 
Lincoln is the place.

For the sixth year, bacon-inspired 
goodies will be served by several 
returning favorite restaurants, as well 
as by some new vendors who will 
add their twist on bacon treats. New 
this year is the addition of celebrity 
judges who will be choosing winners 
for sweet and savory categories.  

Doors will open at 4:30 p.m., 
with bacon sampling continuing 
until 7:00 p.m. Admission is $25 
for adults, with children 10 and 
under free. Ticket availability 
is limited, so purchasing early 
is strongly suggested. Tickets 
can be purchased on-line at 
starcitybaconfest.com.

Popular area Chefs will offer 
up their bacon-inspired creations. 
Participating vendors include:  
Billy’s Restaurant, Single Barrel/

Mulberry BBQ, McKinney’s 
Irish Pub, Embassy Suites, 

Screamers Dining and 
Cabaret, Hormel Foods, 
Boitano’s Lounge, 
Cappy’s Hot Spot Bar 
and Grill, Smoking 

Gun Jerky, Granite City, 

Hi-Way Diner, The Eatery, Papillion 
LaVista South Pro Start, Amu Manu 
Ramen Bar, The Pasta Place, Yes 
Chef, M&J’s Southern Style Food, 
Buttercup Bakery and The Bistro. 

Entertainment will be provided 
by Screamers Dining and Cabaret. 
Throughout the evening, BaconFest 
attendees will have the opportunity 
to vote for their favorite bacon-
inspired treats and purchase raffle 
tickets for a variety of prizes. The 
Grand Prize will be a Traeger Grill. 
Hormel Foods is the Official Bacon 
Sponsor for the event.

Star City BaconFest 2020 is 
sponsored again this year by the 
NPPA and the Nebraska Restaurant 
Association (NRA). Proceeds go 
toward scholarships for culinary 
students in Nebraska through the 
Pro Start Program.
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SHANA BEATTIE and her husband, Bart, are fifth generation 
pork producers in Sumner. She grew up in north central 
Florida, the daughter of farmers, and studied animal science 
at the University of Florida. After her marriage to Bart, they 
moved back to Nebraska to farm with his family in the 
Sumner area. Today Shana, her husband, and their four 
children, Mekenzie, Mattison, Bart Jr., and Preston, run a 
cow/calf operation in addition to their pork operation. They 
also raise row crops, including corn, soybeans and alfalfa. 
Shana and Bart also have a partnership with Thomas 
Livestock in a sow farm and wean-to-finish operation housed 
in the Beattie family’s first pig barn, built in the 1940s. 
Shana has been active in the agriculture industry for some 
time, as a member of the Dawson County Cattlemen and 
the Nebraska Farm Bureau. Currently, she is a member of 
the Nebraska Pork Producers Association board of directors, 
and is president-elect for 2020. As to the future, Shana 
believes the pork industry offers young people great career 
opportunities and encourages them to prepare themselves 
for serving in animal agriculture.

Farmer Spotlight    Shana Beattie, Sumner

Who is APC?

While you may have heard of APC, chances are you 
may not know much about who we are and what 
we do. We’ve been in the business of manufacturing 
spray-dried plasma proteins for more than 35 years, 
but typically work behind the scenes. We would like to 
provide you with more information about the company 
behind spray-dried plasma. 

APC is one of six independent companies owned by    
The Lauridsen Group, Inc.

• We are a third-generation, family owned company.
• Our headquarters is in Ankeny, Iowa.
• APC employs approximately 500 people.
• We operate 21 manufacturing facilities in nine 

countries worldwide.

APC was created in 1981 with a commitment to research 
and a passion for animal nutrition. The company has grown 
to become the largest global manufacturer and supplier 

of porcine and bovine blood plasma and red blood 
cell products used in the swine, ruminant, poultry, 
aquaculture, pet food and biostimulant industries.

A few interesting facts about APC and plasma include: 

• APC continuously works on research and 
development projects, including processing 
technologies in the pilot plant at our LGI 
Advancement Building (the LAB).

• APC offers product options, including 100% Bovine, 
UV Processed Porcine and Bovine, PEDv Negative 
Porcine Plasma, plus Appetein granular plasma.

• More than 500 peer-reviewed journal articles 
document the safety and efficacy of spray-dried 
plasma. 

• Only APC uses UV-C technology to inactivate 
potential viruses and bacteria from liquid plasma.

New Website  |  www.apcproteins.com
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PORK CHOP 
SCRAMBLE
Quarry Oaks Golf Club Near Ashland
Friday, June 26, 2020

Shotgun start at 9:00 a.m.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 12, 2020

Register online at nepork.org  
or you can reach Sandra at sandra@nepork.org  
or 531-500-3505

REGISTRATION COSTS:

Individual—$125
Foursome—$500
Allied Foursome—$450

SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES:

Hole Sponsor - $350
Food Sponsor - $550
Beverage Sponsor - $550

UNL’s  
“Study Abroad” 
Program Takes 
NPPA Interns  
to New Zealand

NPPA interns Magdalene O’Brien 
and McCyla Mickelson spent their 
holiday break in New Zealand on 
a “study abroad” program with the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
They, along with 41 other students, 
stayed at Lincoln University, located 
in the Canterbury region on New 
Zealand’s South Island. They got to 
visit many farms and agriculture-
related companies, as well as touring 
a majority of the South Island.

The UNL group stopped at a 
lavender farm near Wanaka. 
Lavender is considered a 
niche market crop. The plant 
oil is used for lotions, soaps 
and other cosmetics. Flower 
spikes are used in dried flower 
arrangements and in potpourris.

During their stay at Lincoln 
University, the students visited the 
university’s Dairy Farm (LUDF). 
The primary aim at the LUDF is to 
develop and demonstrate world-best 
practices in dairy farm systems and 
transfer them to South Island dairy 
farms. Dairies products account for 
$12.1 billion dollars in exports.

Herds of deer near the town of Te 
Anau are commercially raised for 
their venison and velvet (soft antlers).
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Aaron Holliday (left) and Joel Kaelin 
toured Humphrey Pig, a Pillen Family 
Farms nursery barn. 

If Nebraska farmers increased the protein content in their soybeans by 

just 1 percentage point, they could earn an additional $12.96 per acre.  

NOW THAT’S BRINGING HOME THE BACON.

M O R E  D E M A N D .  B E T T E R  P R I C E .

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN IMPACT YOUR QUALITY AT

S O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T YS O Y B E A N  Q U A L I T Y
MATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERS

MORE 
PER ACREPER ACREPER ACRE$12.96

I N  NEBRASKAI N  NEBRASKAI N  NEBRASKA

WWW.NEBRASKASOYBEANS.ORG 
402-441-3240
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The Nebraska 
Pork Producers 
Association’s 
Strategic Plan

BUILD TRUST...

With the general public
®   Increase social media presence.
®    Expand technology use to connect the 

public with producers (Zoom, live events, 
YouTube hosts/shows, etc.).

With opinion leaders in the 
community
®   Provide farm tours for influencers (chefs, 

elected officials, teachers, et. al.).
®   Promote the positive health aspects of 

pork consumption (dieticians, health care 
industry, chefs, etc.).

In the political arena
®    Support ‘livestock friendly’ office holders 

and candidates.
®    Educate farmers on public policy issues 

and encourage their active participation. 
®    Support pro-livestock policies at the county 

and local government level. 

Among our key stakeholders
®    Partner with National Pork Board programs 

and research.
®    Utilize pork producers/farmers to tell their 

stories and educate. 
®   Enhance and expand communications to 

SIP and Allied Industry members.
®    Be agile and active in addressing issues 

affecting the pork industry.

ADD VALUE...

 In the educational sector
®   Continue developing ‘Pork in Schools’ 

program.
®   Foster impactful relationships at all 

school grade levels to enhance swine 
education.  

®   Work with 2-year college programs to 
develop swine curriculum.

®   Support swine industry career exploration 
for youth (FFA, 4-H, Ag classes, show pigs, 
others).

In the commercial sector
®   Work with food distributers, grocery stores, 

and others to promote pork sales. 
®   Work with chefs to expand pork menus 

(provide product, education, ideas).

In the research sector
®    Review current research projects and  

address unmet needs. 
®    Explore multi-state and public/private 

partnerships for research opportunities and 
grad student support. 

®   Prioritize NPPA funding to Nebraska 
research projects and researchers.

®    Explore ways to enhance Nebraska swine 
research facilities.

With our own constituents
®    Expand state SIP membership numbers.
®    Explore ways to enhance NPPA revenues 

through publications and sponsorships. 

Vision Statement:  
To ensure opportunities for success…  
for Nebraska’s producers of pork, 
regardless of size or production style, as 
well as the state’s youth in the pork industry.

Mission Statement: 
Serving Nebraska’s pork industry – 
Responsible people. Sustainable pork.SM

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  C O N TA C T:  
Nebraska Pork Producers Association 

4435 O Street, Suite 200  |  Lincoln, NE  68510  |  888-627-7675  |  www.NEpork.org
Adapted by NPPA Board January 2020



Recent research at the 
University of Nebraska-

Lincoln integrated next-generation 
sequencing and metagenomic 
analyses to uncover the source of 
recent cases of congenital tremor 
in newborn piglets observed in 
research and commercial farms 
across Nebraska. The research 
was undertaken after the initial 
diagnostic testing of a batch 
of affected piglets, based on 
quantitative Polymerase Chain 
Reaction (qPCR), was negative 
for a number of viruses known to 
induce neurological conditions 
such as atypical porcine pestivirus 
(APPV), porcine teschovirus and 
porcine sapelovirus. However, 
the histopathologic examination 
uncovered higher incidences of 
scattered white matter vacuoles 
in the cerebellum and underlying 
brainstem, explaining some of the 

observed symptoms. 
In order to identify the potential 

source of the observed symptoms, 
we employed a novel DNA 
sequencing approach, Oxford 
Nanopore Technology, used 
successfully in the human field to 
efficiently identify novel strains 
of viruses across the world. The 
instrument is portable, fits in the 
palm of a hand, and is highly 
suitable for field applications. 
Briefly, viral nucleic acids were 
isolated from serum obtained 
from affected piglets followed by 
massive sequencing of microbial 
nucleic acids. The obtained 
sequences were subjected to 
metagenomic analysis in which 
sequences from affected piglets 
were compared to microbial 
reference genome sequences 
available in databases. A new 
APPV strain was identified as the 

main viral species in the serum 
obtained from piglets affected by 
congenital tremor.

Sequence data suggested that 
initial APPV diagnostic test was 
negative due to lack of specificity 
of the qPCR assay. Using the 
Nanopore sequencing data, a new 
specific qPCR assay was designed 
which provided the sensitivity 
required for a diagnostic test of the 
new APPV strain. The new assay 
detected APPV in newborn piglets 
exhibiting congenital tremor as well 
as in their unaffected littermates 
but not in piglets from unaffected 
litters or in dams. At 30 days of 
age, the majority of the piglets 
(69.6 percent) still had detectable 
levels of APPV. The signs of tremor 
were absent from most pigs at 50 
days of age (91.6 percent) with a 
suggestive decrease in viremia also 
being observed. 

UNL Research Team Uncovers Novel Strains 
of Atypical Porcine Pestivirus  
Associated with Severe  
Congenital Tremor  
and High Mortality  
in Newborn Piglets

Photo credit: Michael Bernkopf/Vetmeduni Vienna
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After initial cases of congenital 
tremor, a controlled exposure data 
set was generated using maternal 
crossbred gilts (n=91) subjected 
to fetal fluids of sows which had 
previously produced infected litters. 
In the exposed sows, 45 percent of 
the litters and 30.8 percent of all 
piglets were affected by tremor. 
Piglets affected by congenital tremor 
had higher preweaning mortality 
rates (46.4 percent versus 15.3 
percent) compared to unaffected 
piglets, in both affected and 
unaffected litters. Mortality of the 
unaffected littermates from affected 
litters was higher (24.2 percent 
versus 12.7 percent) compared 
to piglets from unaffected litters. 
More than half (53.7 percent) of the 
mortality in the affected piglets was 
observed in the first day of life.

A significant relationship was 
observed between the occurrence of 
congenital tremor and birth weight 
across and within litters. Piglets 
from unaffected litters had larger 
average birth weight (1.30 ± 0.02 
kg) compared to piglets exhibiting 
tremor (1.22 ± 0.02 kg) and their 
unaffected littermates (1.09 ± 0.03 
kg). As expected, piglets affected by 
congenital tremor had higher viral 
titer compared to normal littermates.

An important relationship 
was also uncovered between the 
frequency of congenital tremor and 
splayed legs. Presence of splayed 
legs was observed in the majority 
of the litters affected by congenital 
tremor (73.2 percent), while the 
incidence was limited (6 percent) 
in the unaffected litters. The 
average frequency of splayed legs 
in the litters affected by congenital 
tremor was 22.4 percent, while in 
the unaffected litters the average 
frequency was marginal (0.5 
percent). In general, the presence 
of splayed legs in piglets affected 
by tremor was larger (33 percent) 
compared to unaffected piglets (0.8 
percent). 

Generating whole-genome 
sequencing data and complete viral 
genome assembly directly from 
clinical samples is challenging 
due to relatively low viral titer. To 
completely sequence the genome 
of the new APPV strain our group 
designed an approach that provided 
efficient enrichment and genome 
coverage of the low-abundance 
viral genetic material isolated 
from clinical samples and rapid-
turn around in detecting a novel 
strain. To assess sequence diversity 
and the evolutionary relationship 

among APPV genomes, the viral 
RNA and predicted polyprotein 
sequences of the novel strain was 
compared with the genomes of 30 
other APPV strains isolated across 
the globe. This analysis indicated 
a high overall nucleotide diversity 
scattered across the viral APPV 
genome; this diversity is the reason 
why initially piglets affected by 
congenital tremor tested negative 
for APPV. As the number of farm 
sources and samples obtained 
across the state increases, the new 
qPCR assay proved also ineffective 
due to the highly diverse APPV 
genomes. As a result, sequencing 
data of additional strains obtained 
recently led to the design and 
evaluation of a Universal qPCR 
assay that provides reliable APPV 
testing despite the genetic diversity 
of the virus.

Future research needs to 
address the lack of understanding 
of the mode of transmission, 
gestational time of infection that 
leads to clinical symptoms and 
the role of host genetics in APPV 
susceptibility. A paper describing 
these results in detail was recently 
published in the Journal of Animal 
Science (https://academic.oup.com/
jas/article/97/10/4093/5545417/).

Researchers: Kylee M. Sutton, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Animal Science Department; Kevin K. Lahmers, Virginia-Maryland 
College of Veterinary Medicine Department of Biomedical Sciences and Pathology and Virginia Tech Animal Laboratory Services; 
Seth P. Harris, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Veterinary Diagnostic Center, School of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences; 
Hiruni R. Wijesena, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Animal Science Department; Benny E. Mote, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Animal Science Department; Stephen D. Kachman, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Department of Statistics; Tudor Borza, Dalhousie 
University Department of Plant, Food and Environmental Sciences; and Daniel C. Ciobanu, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Animal 
Science Department and School of Biological Sciences. For more information, contact Ciobanu at dciobanu2@unl.edu.

www.NEpork.org  Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2020   17



Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153
www.wiechmanpig.com

Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows

Underweights, Roaster Pigs

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:

WIECHMAN
Pig Company Inc.
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C

Manure Management 
Specialists 

NUHN

ADVANCED AGRI-DIRECT 
(USA) INC.

710 WEST 26th STREET 
YORK, NEBRASKA 68467

Phone Toll Free (866) 398-5546
E-mail: dave@cancrete.com
WE OFFER: FEEDERS, WATER CUPS, 

NIPPLES, AND MUCH MORE.
Now we bring that knowledge and our top 

notch equipment lines
to York, Nebraska. 

If it’s for raising hogs we have it!!
 

When all you want is 
“Everything”!!!

Replacement 
Parts Available

A very happy Kevin Peterson 
from Oseola, Nebraska with his 
“New” Nuhn 7000 Gallon Top 
Load Tank and Dietrich Rotory 

Injector System. Filled by a 
Balzer V-6 Vertical Pump!



By Zachary Lubeck

The participants in the Pork 
Leadership Program braved the 
cold Nebraska January weather for 
their sixth and final session of the 
2019-2020 program.  This session 
covered a variety of topics in the 
pork world from feed programs, to 
finding value in lightweight animals, 
to further processing and preparing 
pork products for final consumption by 
domestic and global consumers. The 
opening conversations were held in 
West Point on January16 at Quality 
Pork International’s “further processing” 
location and included NPPA board 

members, Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture representatives, and the 
Pork Leadership Program participants. 
Many members of the group had little 
experience in the further processing 
and cooking world and were able 
to spend time walking through the 
plant and seeing the industrial ovens, 
slicers, dicers, injectors, and packaging 
equipment that are required to prepare 
ready -to-eat products. Paul Nielsen, 
the plant manager at West Point, then 
ran through a small presentation that 
explained the steps used to prevent 
food-borne illness and to ensure food 
safety for ready to-eat  products.

The next day, January 17, we made 
our way to the Wiechman Pig Company 
in Fremont to hear a presentation 
from Mark Wright. Mark has a very 
intimate knowledge of the operations 
at Wiechman because he started his 

career with them working part-time 
while he was in college. He explained 
that he expected his career to take 
him into the education field, but he 
found that he really enjoyed working 
in agriculture and with the team at 
Wiechman. The company specializes in 
marketing animals that are not ideal for 
the majority of commodity operations 
and tends to focus their buying stations 
near processing plants to easily access 
animals that are deemed too small or 
not ideal for a variety of reasons. 

The final stop of the seminar was 
at Quality Pork International’s Omaha 
facility. The group was able to tour 
the facility to see how the company 
has geared itself for export in their 
accelerated freezing and streamlined 
transportation to the West Coast. It is 
no secret that the growth in the pork 
industry will have to utilize overseas 
markets. Quality Pork feels that the 
company has positioned itself to help 
serve these markets by the attention to 
detail and focus on integrating freezing 
and transportation into their main 
operations.

Participants of the Pork Leadership 
Program, staff from the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture, NPPA board 
members and local pork producers toured 
Quality Pork International in West Point.

Mark Wright with Wiechman Pig Co. 
shared examples of the ways they add 
value to a carcass to benefit a pork 
producer. 

Pork Leadership Program Tours Quality 
Pork International’s Facilities in West Point 
and Omaha, and Wiechman’s in Fremont 

Quality Pork 
International's 
employees  

"come from all  
around the world!"
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REGISTER NOW AT WORLDPORK.ORG #WPX20

™

®

Home of the industry’s best innovation, education and networking.

Brought to you by

June 3-5  DES MOINES, IA

where old friends
and the next

best thing



Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com Kelley Johansen

kelley.johansen@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members for all of your support through 
the years and welcome to our new Allied Members. We 
are greatly appreciative of our new members continuing to 
renew your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association. We look forward to a successful 2020 
with our three tiers of membership.

If you have any questions, please contact Sandra Kavan at  
sandra@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505. 2 0 2 0  M E M B E R S

Hillary Snyder
hillary.snyder@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Rachelle Kuhl
rkuhl@dnaswinegenetics.com

Steve Becker 
sbecker@cencon.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com
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Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com Barrie Luers

barrie@midwestlivestock.com

Victor Bohuslavsky
victor@nebraskasoybeans.org

Roger Bruss
rbruss@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com Seth Fevold

seth.fevold@tyson.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Craig Behnken
Craig.behnken@zoetis.com

Gro Master
Todd Heisterkamp

theisterkamp@gromaster.com
Art Halstead

ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.com

Allison Zabel
Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Alan Stephens 
astephens@settje.com 

Jason Gubbels
jason@lgpumping.com 
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Bronze Level ($350)
COMPANY CONTACT EMAIL
A. J. O’Mara Group, LLC John O’Mara sales@ajomara.com
A-FAN  Ashley Babl ashleyb@a-fan.org
Agri Sales Inc. Brad Carlton brad@agrisales-inc.com
AgroSoft North America Jon Tomsen ujt@agrosoft.net 
Allflex Tod Adams tadams@allflexusa.com 
Alltech Kade Scott kscott@alltech.com
American Heartland Insurance Agency Inc. Dan Neville dan@ahia.com 
Bayer Animal Health Tyler Hartwell Tyler.hartwell@bayer.com
Beller Biosecurity Strategies, Inc. John Beller john@bellerbiosecurity.com
Bridgeport Corp Chad Nedved chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com
Central Valley Ag Ted Beckner Ted.beckner@cvacoop.com
Choice Genetics Mark Klassen Mark.klassen@choice-genetics.com
Commodity Solutions Jed Christensen jedc@commoditysolutions.com
Design Agri-Systems, Inc. Randy Eisenmenger dsignag@megavision.com 
Fast Genetics Kathleen Hovland khovland@fastgenetics.com 
Huvepharma  Wes Anderjaska  wes.anderjaska@huvepharma.us
JES Environmental Services, Inc. Reece Sukovaty reece@jesenv.com
Lamson Dugan & Murray LLP Sean Minahan sminahan@ldmlaw.com
Livingston Enterprises, Inc. Bruce Livingston bruce@livingstonent.com
Lynch Livestock Mike Faga Michael.faga@lynchlivestock.com
Motomco Steve Von Haden svonhaden@motomco.com
National Pork Board Rob Christine rchristine@pork.org
National Pork Producers Council Tyler Bettin bettint@nppc.org
Nebraska Corn Growers Association Kelly Brunkhorst bzanga@necga.com
Noll Human Resource Services Mike Fagen mfagen@nolljobs.com
Northeast Community College  Dr. Tracy Kruse tracyk@northeast.edu
Nutrient Advisors Andy Scholting andy@nutrientadvisors.com
Omega 3 Family Farms, LLC Dennis Nuttelman office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.  Robin Friedrichs robin@osborne-ind.com
Petersen Ag Systems Dan Lyons dan@petersenagsystems.com
PigEasy, LLC Katie Holtz katie@pigeasy.com
Pinnacle Bank Amy Guenther amy.guenther@pinnbank.com
Provimi North America, Inc. Mike Clark mclark@provimi-na.com
Purina Animal Nutrition Steve Jones sejones@landolakes.com
Swine Management Services, Inc. Mark Rix mark.rix@swinems.com
Topigs Norsvin USA Craig Jarolimek Craig.jarolimek@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health  Alanna Harrison  alanna.harrison@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products Randy Paseka wcrandy@windstream.net
We Support Ag Steve Martin stevem@a-fan.org
Whole Hog Ron Brodersen ronb@wholehogai.com
XF Nebraska Dennis Nuttelman nd04056@windstream.net

 Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2020   23www.NEpork.org



Nebraska Pork Producers Association
4435 O Street, Suite 200
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© 2020 Hog Slat, Inc. All rights reserved.

1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

HOG SLATS

For the last 50 years, Hog Slat has built 
the best concrete slats in the business. 

Machined processed with stronger, dry-cast 
mix and steam cured for superior strength. 

We back the best slats with the best 
warranty in the business...10 years.

Built to exceed industry standards with 
unparalleled strength and durability.

WARRANTY

10
YEAR
10
YEAR

SLAT INSTALLATION

FEED SYSTEM DESIGN

With extensive resources for each phase and 
design of your project, you can be assured 
Hog Slat has you covered. 

• Complete swine housing and equipment systems

• Swine barn additions and remodels

• Gestation, Farrowing, Nursery, Finishing Design

• Facility ventilation and climate control

• Equipment Packages and feed delivery systems

Hog Slat brings over 50 years of industry 
experience in providing turnkey system 

solutions to livestock producers. 

FRAMING

CONCRETE

INTERIOR SYSTEM DESIGN

COMPLETE GALVANIZED GATE PACKAGES 

ON SALE NOW!

35% OFF

35
%

 OF
F


