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Calendar of Events
March 2019
6-8
National Pork Industry Forum, Orlando, FL
April 2019
7
Star City BaconFest, Lincoln, NE
10-11 Spring LAC, Washington, DC
16-19 Pork Management Conference,
Nashville, TN
May 2019
16
Taste of Elegance
29-31 Makin’ Bacon…and a Whole Lot More, 		
Lincoln, NE
June 2019
5-7
World Pork Expo, Des Moines, IA
28
Pork Chop Scramble, Quarry Oaks,
Ashland, NE
July 2019
14-17 National Pork Industry Conference 		
(Wisconsin Dells)
August 2019
16
NPPA VIP Event
(Lincoln Saltdogs Baseball Game)
For more information on any of these scheduled events
call 888-627-7675 or www.nepork.org
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bi-monthly by the Nebraska
Pork Producers Association,
Inc. (NPPA) to a circulation of
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rights are reserved. Editorial and advertising information is due in
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Portions of Nebraska Pork Talk are partially funded by
Nebraska pork producers and their checkoff investments.
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2019 NPPA Annual Meeting Report
By Al Juhnke, NPPA Executive Director

T

he 2019 Nebraska Pork Producers Association
(NPPA) annual meeting was one of the best
attended in recent years. We want to thank all the
guest speakers and panelists, and we certainly
want to thank all who attended.

The day began with the Allied/SIP breakfast. Dallas
Hockman, vice president of industry relations for
the National Pork Producers Council, was the
guest speaker. He updated the group on NPPC
issues including We Care 2.0, USDA’s Pork Buying
Program, and pork trade worldwide. Following the
discussion, awards were presented to our Allied
Industry members.
Next, our annual meeting was gaveled in by
NPPA’s President Darin Uhlir. The first order of
business was the election of board and officer
positions. Elected to two-year board seats
were: Ali Prochaska and Matt Marquardt. Board
alternates elected were: Chad Johnson and
Mark Wright. NPPA officers elected for 2019
were: Tim Chancellor, president; John Csukker,
president elect; and Shana Beattie, vice president.
Congratulations to all!
As NPPA Executive Director, I gave my association
report, then recognized and thanked Nebraska’s
pork producers, Strategic Investment Program
(SIP) contributors, and Allied Industry members for
their contributions over the past year. Members of
the NPPA staff were also recognized for their many
years of service and dedication to the Nebraska
pork industry.

www.NEpork.org

With a keen eye on research, the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln was next up to the podium. Dr.
Benny Mote and Dr. Tami Brown Brandl described
research currently being conducted at UNL.
Following them was Dr. Clay Lents, who updated
our membership on the work being conducted at
the United States Meat Animal Research Center
(USMARC).
Steve Rommereim, president of the National Pork
Board, was the luncheon keynote speaker. Steve
began his remarks by praising the NPPA cap as the
‘best one he has ever seen’ and he wore it for the
balance of the presentation. His speech provided
a solid update for our lunch crowd as to where our
industry is at currently and where we are headed.
The afternoon discussion, lead by Bill Luckey,
focused primarily on Foreign Animal Diseases
(FADs), the Secure Pork Supply plan, and trade
issues. Panelists included Dr. Harry Snelson with
the American Association of Swine Veterinarians,
Dr. Pam Zaabel from Iowa State University, and John
Hinners representing the United States Meat Export
Federation (USMEF). A lively Q & A session followed
the panel discussion, and attendees displayed a
high level of interest in these timely topics.
After the meeting, we enjoyed our annual Ribs &
Bibs reception and dinner at The Single Barrel
Restaurant. The conversations were interesting and
the ribs were “fall off the bone” delicious. Incoming
President Tim Chancellor then gaveled another
successful annual meeting to a close!
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2018’s Outstanding Pork Service
Award Winners
Outstanding Pork Service Award Promotions
Chef Brandon
Harpster
Chef Brandon
Harpster of
Lincoln has
been honored
with the NPPA’s
Outstanding Pork
Service Award
for Promotions.
Brandon, a Nebraska City native, is the Executive
Chef at three Lincoln restaurants, including The
Single Barrel, Bourbon Street and Mulberry BBQ.
He actively serves the NPPA through the Star
City BaconFest, conducted exceptional “carcass
cutting experiences” for NPPA’s Mentor and
Leadership programs and has worked with Jane
Stone, NPPA’s domestic marketing director on
pork education for Pro-Start instructors through the
Nebraska Restaurant Association. “NPPA sincerely
appreciates Chef Brandon’s input, participation
and assistance whenever called upon,” said NPPA
President Darin Uhlir.

Outstanding Pork Service Award –
Allied Member
Central Plains Milling
Central Plains Milling
(CPM) received the 2018
Outstanding Pork Service
for Allied Membership
at the awards luncheon
held in conjunction
with NPPA’s annual
meeting February 13
4 Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2019

at The Graduate in Lincoln. Russ Vering, CPM
owner, accepted the award from NPPA President
Darin Uhlir. The Outstanding Pork Service Awards
recognize superior efforts done on behalf of
Nebraska’s pork industry.
The company started as a partnership between The
Vering Family of Howells and Frontier Cooperative
of Brainard in 2007. CPM manufactures feed
for swine, cattle and poultry, and has grown to
two locations in Howells and Columbus, with
24 employees. The company has been an Allied
Member of the NPPA since 2013.

Outstanding Pork Service Award –
Industry and Producer Outreach
Jean Spilker and Paul Hay
Jean Spilker
and Paul
Hay, both of
Beatrice, were
honored by the
NPPA at its
annual meeting
as recipients
of Outstanding
Pork Service
Awards. These
awards are given annually to recognize superior
efforts done on behalf of Nebraska’s
pork industry.
Jean Spilker was awarded the
Outstanding Pork Service
Award for Industry Outreach
to recognize her 22 years as
manager of the Blue Valley
pork producer food stand
at the Gage County Fair.
 888-627-7675
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Tim Chancellor Elected
NPPA President
The pork booth was open from 10 a.m to 10 p.m.
daily during the five days of the Gage County Fair.
This past July the food stand served nearly 2,000
pounds of pork during the fair. Her leadership in
managing the food stand, coordinating the many
volunteers, and developing the menu made it a
tremendous success. In honor of Jean and her many
hours of promoting pork at the Gage County Fair,
her “Pork Sundaes” were served at the lunch.
Paul Hay was
awarded the
Outstanding Pork
Service Award
for Producer
Outreach for his
service to the
swine industry.
After earning
his Masters in
agronomy, he
worked at the Nebraska Extension/Nebraska
Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources. He
was hired at the Frontier County Extension office
in Curtis, where he worked for five years before
coming to Gage County in 1980. For nine years,
he served as swine superintendent or assistant
at the Nebraska State fair, and was active in the
land application and manure management teaching
group in Extension for 20 years. For many years,
he was involved with hosting the North American
Manure Expo in Norfolk. Beginning in 2009, Paul,
along with partners Larry Germer and Jim Damrow,
were instrumental in training southeast Nebraska’s
youth, producers and truckers in the National Pork
Board’s Quality Assurance Certifications program.

www.NEpork.org

Tim Chancellor of Broken Bow was elected
president of the Nebraska Pork Producers
Association (NPPA) at its annual meeting in
Lincoln February 13. Joining Chancellor as
NPPA’s new leaders are President-Elect John
Csukker of Columbus, of The Maschhoffs, and
Vice President Shana Beattie, of Beattie Family
Farms near Sumner. Newly elected directors are
Matt Marquardt of Tekamah and Ali Prochaska
of David City. Chad Johnson of Norfolk and Mark
Wright of Fremont will serve as first- and secondalternate directors
respectively.
Chancellor was
first elected to the
NPPA Board of
Directors in 2014.
He is a member
of the Executive,
Finance, and
Legislative
Committees for
the NPPA, has served as a National Pork Board
delegate, and represented NPPA on a foreign
trade mission to Japan.
President Chancellor is the wean/finish supervisor
for Thomas Livestock Company (TLC). He has
been with TLC since 1993 and also owns finishing
facilities. Tim and his wife Minnie have three
children. He is also a newly elected member of the
Broken Bow School Board.
In accepting the NPPA presidency, Tim said,
“I am looking forward to the day-to-day engagement,
challenges and rewards that come with this
new position.”

Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2019 5
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NPPA Names 2018 Hall of Fame Inductees
NPPA’s 2018 Hall of Fame Inductees were
announced at its annual Ribs & Bibs banquet
February 13 at The Single Barrel restaurant in
Lincoln. Kent Bang of Omaha was named to the
Voluntary Check-off Hall of Fame. Arnie and
Todd Stuthman of Columbus were named to the
Check-off Hall of Fame.

Voluntary Check-off Hall of Fame
Kent Bang
Kent Bang grew
up in eastern
Nebraska and
graduated from
the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln
with a B.S. in
animal science.
He spent 17
years as a swine
industry consultant with Purina Mills and Archer
Daniels Midland, working across the U.S. and with
several international customers. He has more than
35 years of experience in the swine industry, the
last 20 years spent in financing of commercial swine
operations and pork processors. He now serves as
vice president–swine lending for Compeer Financial.
He served on the National Pork Producers Council
Board of Directors, and is a current member of
the executive committee of the US Meat Export
Federation. He serves on the board of the NPPC
Political Action Committee; the Farm Bill Task Force;
the New Technology Task Force; the National Pork
Board’s Swine Management Planning Committee;
the budget and planning committee; and the NPPC
Marketing Committee. Kent has shared his financial
expertise with thousands of producers over the years.
Kent is a reoccurring speaker at pork-related state
and national meetings. Kent and his wife Julie live in
Omaha and have two adult sons.
6 Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2019

Check-off Hall of Fame
Arnie and Todd Stuthman
The Stuthman
Family
tradition of
raising pigs
started when
Arnie got his
opportunity to
start raising
pigs when
he was in
the fifth grade. His father made a deal with Arnie
that if he did the chores for the eight to 10 sows
on the farm, he could have the litter of pigs from
the last sow that farrowed. Arnie kept the gilts, had
them bred, and the Stuthmans have been in the
pig business ever since. Arnie’s son, Todd, was
first involved with pigs in 4-H at a young age. Todd
said that his family has always raised pigs and for
some reason he took a liking to them. He took over
the bulk of the operations in the 1980s. Arnie and
Todd have been active participants in the NPPA and
before that the Platte County Pork Producers where
they both served on the board of directors and later
as president. In addition to serving on numerous
NPPA committees, Arnie served as president of
the State Association in 1990 and 1991 and was
an essential element in bringing the Capital City
RibFest to the Lincoln area. Todd was elected to
the board of directors in 2003 and served as state
president in 2008. Arnie chaired the Nebraska
Pork Expo, served on the NPPC Board, and in
1998 was the national president. Arnie is a former
member of the Nebraska Unicameral, representing
District 22 from 2002 to 2010. The Stuthmans are
still commercially raising hogs today and find the
pork industry very rewarding and are thankful to be
involved with it.
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Sage Williams Awarded Larry E. Sitzman
Youth in Nebraska Agriculture Scholarship
Sage Williams of Eddyville, Nebraska, was named
the 2019 recipient of the Larry E. Sitzman Youth in
Nebraska Agriculture Scholarship at the NPPA’s
annual meeting held February 13 in Lincoln. Sage
will receive a $1000 scholarship. Sage, daughter of
Bryce and Diana Williams, is a sophomore studying
agriculture education at the University of Nebraska
– Lincoln. She uses her passion to grow leaders
in many ways, such as interacting with fourthgrade students as an Ag Sack Lunch Ambassador,
coaching young 4-H and FFA members in showing
or evaluating livestock, mentoring a middle school
student with the Nebraska Human Resources
Institute and influencing high school agriculture
advocates by serving as a counselor for the
Nebraska Agriculture Youth Institute.

agriculture educator and FFA advisor herself,
Sage hopes to create an agriculture education
program that will allow hands-on learning that will
immerse students in impactful experiences. She
will foster students to think outside the box and will
encourage students to be creative and inventive.
Sage believes being a teacher is one of the most
important factors to impact a student and is excited
by what the future holds for her and the teaching
profession.

Sage’s passion to grow young leaders was
cultivated by her agriculture education
teacher and FFA advisor. “I discovered my
love for teaching,” she says, “ and want
to help other students discover their
passion and use their unique skills to
find a career in agriculture where they
will thrive!”
There is high demand for technical
skills as well as leadership skills in
many agriculture careers. As a future

About Larry E. Sitzman
Larry E. Sitzman Youth in Nebraska
Agriculture Scholarship honors the
retired executive director of the
NPPA. Sitzman learned patriotism,
service to our country, and respect
for our leaders from his parents.
Agriculture has been his passion.
www.NEpork.org

Throughout his life he has provided
service in various forms and from
different positions of leadership.
Sitzman is known for sharing his
voice defending perspectives and
asking challenging questions. He
served on many state and national
agricultural boards before being

named the Director of Agriculture
for Nebraska in 1991. He ended his
working role as executive director
of the Nebraska Pork Producers
Association in 2016. Today, Sitzman
serves as an active volunteer
leader at the Veterans Administration
in Lincoln.
Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2019 7

African Swine Fever Update
distance from previously affected
countries
– about 300 miles from the
oncerns that a foreign animal
Czech Republic border, 500 miles from
disease (FAD) could reach
Hungary and 750 miles from Romania. It
the homeland grew for U.S. pork
raises tremendous concern for Western
producers on August 3, 2018, when
European and the hog-rich production
Chinese government officials
areas in Denmark and Germany.
announced the country’s first case
Equally important, the spread to
of African swine fever (ASF) in a
Western Europe may represent a change
northeastern province. What started
in ASF’s status worldwide.
with a few pigs in a modest pig
“ASF may have reached pandemic
production region has since spread to
proportions,
multiple confirmed cases in China.
meaning it is
While the United States has never
occurring
over a
had a case of ASF, China’s exposure
wide geographic
elevates the risk, given the substantial
area,”
says Paul
human and cargo traffic that moves
Sundberg, DVM,
between the two countries. The ASF
director
of the
virus can be highly contagious and can
Swine Health
spread quickly.
Information
An Ever-Present Risk
Center (SHIC).
It’s often forgotten that ASF is
“This seems
endemic in Sardinia, an island off
appropriate
the coast of Italy, and in various
considering the
African countries. ASF gained broader
expansion of ASF in the last year across
international attention in recent years
Europe and over considerable distances
when it surfaced in the republic of
in China, as well as the sustained cases
Georgia in 2007. Since then, it has
in Africa and Russia.”
marched into Russia, the Caucasus,
Swift and Deep Impacts
the Baltic states and Poland, with the
For infected countries, ASF causes
spread primarily associated with the
significant hog fatalities and shuts down
rising wild boar population in Europe.
all
pork export sales. Chinese officials
Last month, ASF reached Belgium,
have banned movement of pigs in 10
with the virus confirmed in multiple
regions.
wild boar carcasses in a southern
“An ASF outbreak in the U.S. would
province eight miles from the French
disrupt
export markets and potentially
border and 11 miles from Luxembourg.
devastate live hog prices,” said Iowa
This ASF exposure is a considerable
State University economist Dermot
Posted on October 13, 2018-Pork.org

C
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Hayes. “If uncontrolled, the outbreak
would eventually lead to a downsized
U.S. pork industry to the detriment of
corn and soybean producers.”
Classical Swine Fever
Adds Concerns
Adding fuel to the complexity of FAD
concerns is the September outbreak of
classical swine fever (CSF), also known
as hog cholera, in a herd in central
Japan. More than 600 pigs were culled
and disposed of
per the nation’s
response plan.
The Japanese
Veterinary
Services have
ruled out the
occurrence of
African swine
fever in this
outbreak or in
the country
“ASF may be getting all the attention,
but Japan’s recent CSF case
underscores why it’s so important for
U.S. producers and veterinarians to
be watchful and prepared,” said Dave
Pyburn, DVM, Pork Checkoff’s vice
president of science and technology. “It
simply reiterates why it’s so important
that all producers and the entire
U.S. pork industry take these threats
seriously and do all we can to improve
our biosecurity today.”
For real-time updates on the spread
of ASF, visit Iowa Pork Industry
Center’s ASF website.
(continued)

 888-627-7675

Be Prepared:
Learn about the
Secure Pork Plan
Procrastination is rarely a good idea,
but with African swine fever (ASF)
moving across the globe, now is the
time to prepare to participate in the
Secure Pork Supply plan (SPS). You
can learn more at securepork.org.
“It’s going to take a nationwide effort
by all stakeholders to keep this disease
from reaching this country,” said Patrick
Webb, DVM, the Pork Checkoff’s
director of swine health programs.
“We all need to commit to immediate
action, including preparing for full
implementation of the Secure Pork
Supply plan.”
If foot-and-mouth disease (FMD),
classical swine fever (CSF) or ASF is
found in the United States, regulatory
officials will limit the movement of
animals and animal products to try
to control the spread of these very
contagious animal diseases,” Webb
said. “SPS is about business continuity.”
The voluntary SPS plan is designed
to help producers prepare before a
FAD outbreak occurs. Participation
in the plan will make it easier for pork
premises with healthy animals to:
• M
 ove animals to processing or to
another pork production premises
under a movement permit issued by
regulatory officials, and
• M
 aintain business continuity for the
pork industry – including producers,
haulers, and packers – during an
FMD, CSF or ASF outbreak.
Regardless of the FAD, regulatory
officials will likely require a producer to
meet the following steps before issuing
an animal-movement permit. Of course,
there may be additional steps required
during an actual outbreak. Here’s how
www.NEpork.org

to get started:
1. Request a national premises
identification number (PIN) from your
state animal health official.
2. Prepare to protect your herd.
3. Create a premises map.
4. Write your enhanced site-specific
biosecurity plan.
5. Implement the biosecurity measures
included in your biosecurity plan.
6. Monitor for FMD, CSF or ASF.
7. Keep movement records of animals,
people, equipment and other items.
The SPS website at securepork.
org provides
guidance for
veterinarians,
packers and
regulatory
officials, as
well as training
materials
for animal
caretakers to
understand
what’s
expected of them and how to contribute
to herd protection in an FAD outbreak.
“By taking proactive steps today,
producers will be ready to fully
participate in the SPS plan, which will
better protect their farms during a FAD
outbreak,” Webb said.
What to do if you
suspect ASF
If your herd exhibits high or unusual
sickness or death loss, contact your
veterinarian immediately. If your
veterinarian determines your farm is a
suspect case, he or she should report
the case to a state animal health official.
For more details, review the USDA ASF
Disease Response Strategy on the
USDA’s website.

ASF:
Know the Signs
Once it enters a herd, African swine
fever (ASF) produces extremely high
morbidity and mortality rates (as high as
100 percent), according to Patrick Webb,
DVM, director of swine health programs
for the Pork Checkoff. Pigs that survive
and recover can continue to shed the
virus. The incubation period is five to 21
days after direct contact with infected
pigs. Acute disease typically appears
within three to seven days. Webb offers
these diagnostic tools:
• The first signs of
an infection in
a group of pigs
may be sudden
deaths with few
lesions
• Other symptoms
include fever,
anorexia,
lethargy,
weakness and
recumbency
• The animal’s skin may be red and
blotchy, especially on ears, tail, legs
and rear flank (ham area)
• Bloody diarrhea may occur
• Pregnant sows may abort litters
• For more detailed clinical signs and
postmortem lesions, see the ASF
Technical Fact Sheet from the Center
for Food Security and Public Health

A Collaborative
Effort to Protect
U.S. Herds
To ensure that U.S. pork producers
and veterinarians are informed
and prepared to keep herds free of
African swine fever (ASF), a coalition
is collaborating on prevention and

(continued)
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African Swine Fever Update (continued)
response planning. Participants include
the National Pork Board, the National
Pork Producers Council (NPPC),
the American Association of Swine
Veterinarians (AASV), the Swine
Health Information Center (SHIC) and
USDA.
“Working together helps keep all of
the various
sectors
informed and
prepared, but
prevention
is the first
priority,” said
Dave Pyburn,
DVM, Pork
Checkoff’s vice
president of
science and
technology.
For example, he said that this
includes working with USDA to
collaborate with Customs and Border
Protection and Plant Protection and
Quarantine to ensure flights from
infected countries undergo enhanced
passenger and cargo inspection.
Also being considered are increased
sampling, monitoring and potential
mitigations of imported products that
might pose an ASF transmission risk.
USDA’s Center for Epidemiology
and Animal Health’s Risk Identification
Unit are monitoring diseases around
the world, including China, and SHIC
provides a monthly report to the U.S.
pork industry. You can sign up for the
report at swinehealth.org. “The goal is
to increase communications with the
USDA epidemiology center to build
awareness,” Pyburn said.

10 Nebraska Pork Talk – March/April 2019

In the immediate future, the Pork
Checkoff and its partners will be working
on a project that would allow producers
and veterinarians to collect oral fluid
instead of blood to test for foreign animal
diseases, such as ASF, foot-and-mouth
disease and classical swine fever. Also,
the pork industry will hold ASF-specific
emergency
response
exercises with
all industry and
government
stakeholders.
“Working closely
with our Canadian
and Mexican
counterparts
will be crucial
to the overall
FAD-prevention
strategy, as well,” Pyburn said. “We want
to improve areas such as rapid diagnosis,
isolation protocols and elimination of
contaminated materials. And since there
is no vaccine for ASF, producers and
veterinarians need to increase on-farm
biosecurity and stay informed.”
Find additional resources at
pork.org/fad.

Digging Deeper
into Feed Risk
Factors
The 2013 porcine epidemic diarrhea
virus (PEDV) outbreak proved to be a
warning for a U.S. foreign animal disease
(FAD) episode. Along with revitalizing
biosecurity and animal-transport
protocols, it turned the spotlight on feed
and feed ingredients as potential disease
transport risk factors.

As a result, the Pork Checkoff funded
expedited research to investigate
imported feed and ingredients as a
potential risk of disease transport.
The United States imports all types
of products from China, and research
has shown that even previously used,
empty shipping containers can pose
a risk. Research targeted at modeling
conditions of trans-Atlantic and transPacific feed ingredient shipments
showed that the African swine fever
virus can survive in certain ingredients
that reach U.S. ports and on to feedmanufacturing locations for pigs,
according to Paul Sundberg, DVM,
director of the Swine Health Information
Center (SHIC).
“The entire U.S. pork industry should
look at this research and consider
ways to help prevent an FAD from
entering the country through this route,”
Sundberg said.
SHIC, funded by the Pork Checkoff,
is overseeing research to test bulk-feed
products and apply what’s learned to
more effectively monitor shipments
for pathogen contamination. Also
being investigated with urgency are
feed-pathogen mitigation options, feed
additives, component holding time and
temperature before processing.
Research is looking at hazard
analysis, risk-based preventive controls,
blockchain strategies, biosecurity
measures for feed
mills and pathogen survival times in
feed and ingredients.

 888-627-7675

H

igh school students are invited
to apply to participate in
the 2019 Nebraska Youth Pork
Conference in Lincoln May 29 to
May 31. April 13 is the deadline
to apply. All applications will be
reviewed and up to 32 students
will be selected to participate.
Students must be 16 or older at
the time of the conference, due to
activities in the meat lab. Current
seniors who will be graduating in
May are eligible to participate.
The conference will be held
from Wednesday afternoon May
29 through noon Friday, May 31
at the University of NebraskaLincoln’s East Campus. There
is no cost to participate, with
the exception of travel to and
from Lincoln. All lodging, meals
and conference materials are
covered. Participants will learn
how to grade carcasses, fabricate
carcasses into wholesale and
retail cuts, and exercise basic
culinary methods on a variety of
different pork products. They will
discuss important consumer and
farmer-related issues.

www.NEpork.org

High
Schoolers:
Apply Now
for the 2019
Nebraska
Youth Pork
Conference:

Laboratory activities will
include a hands-on food safety
lab, and a biosecurity/animal
health and animal handling activity.
Participants also will learn how
the pork industry uses science to
address significant production-

based issues. Upon conclusion
of this workshop, they will have a
more thorough understanding of
pork products and the consumers
who purchase these products.
They will also develop greater
confidence in their ability to
effectively communicate with one
another regarding the many issues
and challenges facing the pork
industry. Finally, participants will
enjoy engaging life skills activities
intermixed throughout the program
that focus on development of
communication, leadership,
networking and agriculture
advocacy skills.
The conference is sponsored
by the Nebraska Pork Producers
Association, Nebraska Extension
and the University of NebraskaLincoln Department of Animal
Science.
So high school students, apply
today to participate in this fun,
information-packed and baconloving pork production event.
Remember, you must apply by
April 13. You can apply online at
www.nepork.org.
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Doane Now Offers Undergraduate
Agribusiness Program on Crete Campus
oane University’s recently
launched Agribusiness
program has expanded
its course offerings to
undergraduate students on the
Crete campus, as of January
2019.
Doane’s College of Arts
and Sciences will offer
students the opportunity to
complete a Bachelor of Arts
in Agribusiness that includes
a blended curriculum of both
online (eight-week courses) and
on-ground classes (traditional
semester). The curriculum
is designed to help prepare
graduates for employment in
a variety of fields including
international agriculture,
agricultural marketing, farm and
ranch management, resource
economics, rural development,
and banking.
Students will also have
the opportunity to declare
agribusiness as a minor or
emphasis area. The following
courses are offered only online
by Doane University as part of

D
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this program: Ag Futures and
Options, Ag Law and Policy,
Advanced Ag Technology, Ag
Finance, Ag Sustainability, and
Advanced Ag Management.

“It is important to understand
the future of food and
sustainability, both locally and
globally,” says Dr. Jennifer
Bossard, associate professor
of economics at Doane. “The
agribusiness program prepares
our students to have a role
shaping this future as well
as having a voice in these
conversations.”
The program is
interdisciplinary, according to
Dr. Bossard, merging science
and business. In the program,
students will establish a
foundation in both business

and environmental science and
then build on that foundation
by taking several agribusiness
courses that integrate these
fields. As students progress
through the program they
will enhance their skills in
communication, critical thinking,
and collaboration, which will
prepare them to be leaders in the
field once they graduate.
“This is an area of study that
is in demand,” says Dr. Pedro
Maligo, Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences. “Our
ability to deliver this program
with its interdisciplinary design
means that students will be
well-prepared from a variety of
perspectives, thus enhancing
their competitiveness as
graduates of the program.”
Doane’s College of
Professional Studies began
offering a Bachelor of Arts in
Agribusiness to adult students in
August 2018. Additional details
on the Agribusiness program can
be found at doane.edu/programs/
agribusiness.
 888-627-7675

Star City BaconFest
2019 will be a
Bacon Lovers Dream
Star City BaconFest 2019 returns to the
Capital City for the fifth year on April 7 at Lincoln’s
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel. Doors will open at 4:30,
with bacon sampling continuing until 7:00 p.m.
Admission is $25 for adults, with children 10 and
under free. Tickets can be purchased on-line at
starcitybaconfest.com or at the event.
Chefs from 27 popular area restaurants will
offer up their creative bacon-inspired samples
of everything from sweet to savory – and about
everything in between. Participating vendors
include: 9 South Char Grill, Brewsky's, Cappy's Hot
Spot Bar and Grill, HiWay Diner, The Single Barrel/
Mulberry BBQ, Cactus Modern Mexican Cuisine,
HopCat, McKinney's Irish Pub, David City Golf
Course, The Eatery, Ashland Country Club, Rodizio

Grill, Lazlo's Brewery & Grill/Fireworks, Hillcrest
Country Club, Hurts Donut, Screamers Dining &
Cabaret, Billy's Restaurant, Super Saver, Smoking
Gun Jerky, Hormel, Buzzard Billy's, LeCupcake,
Art & Soul, Papillion LaVista South ProStart,
Cornhusker Hotel, Moka’s Kitchen Gourmet
Popcorn, and Millertime Pub and Grill.
Entertainment throughout the evening will be
provided by Screamers Dining and Cabaret.
Star City BaconFest is sponsored again this year
by the Nebraska Restaurant Association (NRA) and
the Nebraska Pork Producers Association (NPPA).
Proceeds go toward scholarships for culinary
students in Nebraska. Hormel Foods is providing
products for the chefs to use during Star City
BaconFest 2019.

BaconFest attendees will vote on their favorite bacon dish. In 2018 the Ashland Country Club’s entrée earned first place.
From left, Brandy Nielson, Nebraska Restaurant Association membership and marketing coordinator; Jaki Zahourek, assistant food
and beverage director and Chef Sarah Anderson from the Ashland Country Club; Darin Uhlir, NPPA president and
Al Juhnke, NPPA executive director.
www.NEpork.org
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Manure Management
Specialists

NUHN

Got Your PIN?

C

A very happy Kevin Peterson
from Oseola, Nebraska with his
“New” Nuhn 7000 Gallon Top
Load Tank and Dietrich Rotory
Injector System. Filled by a
Balzer V-6 Vertical Pump!

,
It s Critical for FAD Preparation
I

f you don’t have your premises identification number (PIN) for
every location where you raise pigs, you need to do so to be fully
prepared for a foreign animal disease (FAD). The first step for
getting a PIN is to contact your state animal health official’s office to talk
to the identification program coordinator.

Producers should be prepared to provide the following
information to register for their PIN:
• Name of entity or company
• Contact information for the owner or other appropriate individual
• Type of operation
• Street address, city, state and ZIP code

Replacement
Parts Available
ADVANCED AGRI-DIRECT
(USA) INC.
710 WEST 26th STREET
YORK, NEBRASKA 68467

Phone Toll Free (866) 398-5546
E-mail: dave@cancrete.com
WE OFFER: FEEDERS, WATER CUPS,
NIPPLES, AND MUCH MORE.
Now we bring that knowledge and our top
notch equipment lines
to York, Nebraska.
If it’s for raising hogs we have it!!

• Telephone number
• L
 atitude and longitude, if required by your state as an optional
category
Most states request the species of livestock on the site. It is important
to note that the number of livestock is not required. The information
gathered at the federal level for premises registration is only intended to
identify that livestock are present and not the number of animals of each
species.
To verify an existing PIN, use the Checkoff’s Premises Verification
Tool. For more information, contact Patrick Webb, DVM, director of
swine health programs, National Pork Board, at pwebb@pork.org.

When all you want is
“Everything”!!!
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 888-627-7675

National Pork Board | 800-456-7675 | pork.org

Swine Health Producer Guide

Foreign Animal Disease (FAD)
Preparation Checklist
Author: Patrick Webb, DVM, National Pork Board

A confirmed case of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), classical swine fever (CSF) and/or African swine fever (ASF)
in U.S. swine will immediately close export markets and disrupt pig movements resulting in severe economic
losses and business disruption. This resource provides a checklist of processes and practices that if implemented by
producers will help speed response times to an outbreak by animal health officials and industry. For each checklist
category, further information can be found under the rationale and resources section.

Finance
❏ Acquire a Data Universal Numbering System
(D-U-N-S) number for the company
❏ Register the company in the System for Award
Management (SAM)

Site Identification
❏ Get a separate Premises Identification Number
(PIN) for each production site separated by more
than a quarter of a mile
❏ Ensure that All Premises Identification Numbers
(PINs) are geo-located to the site where the pigs are
actually housed

Production Records
❏ Sending and receiving PINs are included in all
movement records for ALL swine moving into,
within and out of the production system
❏ Production data is entered into a data management
software system and can be easily exported
❏ A PIN is associated with production records for
ALL production sites
❏ All records for semen shipments include the valid
PIN for the sending and receiving sites
❏ All production sites keep a daily log of all human
and vehicle traffic entering a production site.
❏ Daily observations for disease are entered into
a data management software system and can be
easily exported

Animal Identification/Animal Movements
❏ All breeding stock marketed into harvest channels
are identified with an official USDA PIN tag before
the movement occurs
❏ All swine movement records are entered into a
data management software system and can be
easily exported
❏ A verified PIN for each production site that ships
finished hogs is associated with the paperwork (e.g.
bills of lading) in a barcode format for each load
delivered so the packer can easily capture it

Health Papers/Interstate Movement
Reports (commuter agreement)
❏ All Certificates of Veterinary Inspection are issued
electronically
❏ All Certificates of Veterinary Inspection have the
PIN for the sending and receiving premises
❏ All Swine Health Production Plan movement
reports are in an electronic format
❏ All Swine Health Production Plan movement reports
have the PIN for the sending and receiving premises

Biosecurity/Training
❏ Each site has a written biosecurity plan in an
electronic format.
❏ All production employees are receiving foreign
animal disease (FAD) awareness training
# 03059 12/17

(continued)
www.NEpork.org
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RATIONALE / RESOURCES

❏ All production sites have educational materials for
FAD awareness and reporting

Finance

❏ All production sites have an internal and external
communications plan for reporting suspect cases
of FADs

To receive indemnity payments from USDA APHIS,
producers must have Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal
Numbering System (DUNS) number (www.dandb.com/
smallbusiness/) and be currently registered in the System
for Award Management (SAM) database (www.sam.
gov). Regardless of the number of sites in the system, the
SAM and DUNS number is associated with the business.
Separate registration applies only if the indemnity paid is
going directly to a contract producer(s).

Diagnostics
❏ Verified PIN(s) for the production site(s) where
samples are collected is/are associated in a barcode
format with the diagnostic samples and the
diagnostic laboratory submission form.
❏ If available, the use of electronic veterinary
laboratory submission forms

Site Identification
Accurate premises information in needed for animal
health officials to know the physical location of
production sites in disease control areas with livestock
and quickly communicate important disease control
information to affected producers. The PIN also
provides a mechanism to link data and information
related to the site (production and movement records,
diagnostics, permits, etc.) so it is easily analyzed for
rapid decision-making.

Site Plans
❏ All production sites have a written welfare plan for
stop movements due to a regulatory disease
❏ All production sites have a written euthanasia/
depopulation plan for emergency circumstances
❏ All production sites a have a written carcassdisposal plan for mortalities in an emergency

Discussions

Production Records

❏ A plan of action has been developed and agreed
upon with the state veterinarian for the production
system to:

Officials may request to see a log of human and
vehicle traffic on and off the site and records for
feed deliveries, supplies and people that enter the
barn and have contact with pigs. Officials may also
request records of the daily observations for disease to
document that there is no evidence of an FAD infection
in the herd. The manual for enhanced biosecurity
and the section on surveillance located in the SPS
Component page at www.securepork.org has example
logs, forms and worksheets for capturing information
needed by officials.

❏ Share movement information when requested
❏ Collect/submit diagnostic samples when requested
❏ Carry out depopulation and carcass disposal
when requested
❏ Carry out vaccination when requested
❏ Routinely update active swine premises within
the production system including the type of
production site (sow farm, wean-to-finish,
grower, etc.) and the number of animal units
per premises

Animal Identification / Animal
Movements
Basic movement record requirements can be found in
the Pork Quality Assurance® Plus (PQA Plus®) education
handbook under the preharvest traceability heading
under Good Production Practice 1. Having these records
in an electronic format allows for more rapid transfer
of information and offers officials what they need for
disease trace-back and trace-forward. To verify premises
with identification numbers and barcodes, go to: premid.
pork.org/Programs/ProgramsGeneric.aspx

2
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(continued)
 888-627-7675

Health Papers/Interstate Movement
Reports (commuter agreement)
Using electronic certificates of veterinary inspection and
electronic forms (e.g. Excel) for interstate movement
reports ensures that official documents generated for
interstate movements for production purposes are in
a format that is easily accessed by officials for rapid
tracing by premises.

Biosecurity/Training
The manual for enhanced biosecurity located in the
biosecurity section on the SPS Components page at
www.securepork.org has example logs, forms and
worksheets for capturing information needed by officials.
More information on foreign animal disease awareness
training can be found in the Pork Quality Assurance®
Plus (PQA Plus®) education handbook under the preharvest traceability heading Foreign Animal Disease
and Agroterroism Awareness Reporting and Prevention
section under Good Production Practice 1.

Ready to Build
or Remodel?

Diagnostics
Associating Premises Identification Numbers with
diagnostic samples has to occur in order to report out
test results by premises to officials.

Site Plans
Pork producers located in disease-control areas may
see significant disruptions to their business, especially
moving pigs for production purposes and to harvest.
It is important that producers have discussed and
developed plans to address welfare, euthanasia,
depopulation and carcass disposal.

Discussions
Pork producers should discuss and develop a plan to
aid officials in disease outbreaks expand the workforce
available to carry out response activities on affected
production sites.

• New Barn Construction
• Remodel Projects
• Equipment & Gating
• Flooring

• Ventilation
• Heating
• Feed Systems
• Concrete Slats

Call to discuss your next project
209 Road D
539 South Main Street
Richland, NE 68601
West Point, NE 68788
(402)
563-4533
(402) 372-6988
©2017 National Pork Board, Des Moines, IA USA. This message funded by America’s
Pork Producers
and the Pork Checkoff.
www.hogslat.com
3
© 2019 Hog Slat, Inc. All rights reserved.
www.NEpork.org
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WIECHMAN

Pig Company Inc.

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:
Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows
Underweights, Roaster Pigs

Rt. 5 Studley Road
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153

www.wiechmanpig.com
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Your checkoff dollars

at
work
in nebraska

5

Terry
O’Neel
Terry O’Neel, Past President

certifications

delegates at
pork forum

2018

npb past
presidents

npb board member

return to state
funding

647,394

$

This document shares how your
Checkoff dollars and resources are
being spent for your state at the national
level. While your annual rate of return goes
directly back to your state for distribution,
additional dollars and resources are being spent
on a national level as well. This sheet signifies the
collaborative effort being made in your state.

1,444
667
9,189
PQA Plus®

Arnie
Stuthman

55,632

$

TQA®

in cost shares and grants

YQCA

12 6

producers
on
committees

10
we care trailer events
sm

npb field staff
support at

3

state
events

5

international
marketing
representative
Bill Luckey
(Southeast Asia)

domestic
marketing partnership

graphics
projects

© 2019 National Pork Board, Des Moines, IA USA. This message funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff.

www.NEpork.org
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$12.96

MORE

PER ACRE

I N NEBRASKA

SOYBEAN QUALITY
MATTERS
MORE DEMAND. BETTER PRICE.
If Nebraska farmers increased the protein content in their soybeans by
just 1 percentage point, they could earn an additional $12.96 per acre.
NOW THAT’S BRINGING HOME THE BACON.

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN IMPACT YOUR QUALITY AT
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WWW.NEBRASKASOYBEANS.ORG
402-441-3240

 888-627-7675

Thank you, Allied Members for all of your support through
the years and welcome to our new Allied Members. We are
greatly appreciative of our new members continuing to renew
your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork Producers
Association. We look forward to a successful 2019 with our three
tiers of membership.
If you have any questions, please contact Sandra Kavan at
sandra@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505.

201 9 MEMBERS

Gold Level ($2,000)

Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com

Kelley Johansen
kelley.johansen@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Silver Level ($850)

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com

Rachelle Kuhl
rkuhl@dnaswinegenetics.com

www.NEpork.org

Hillary Snyder
hillary.snyder@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Grant Rathje
grant.rathje@elanco.com

Cal Coffin
ccoffin@cencon.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com
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Silver Level ($850)

Gro Master
Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com
Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Roger Berry
roger.berry@nebraska.gov

Marisa Bettin
marisa.bettin@pahc.com

Roger Bruss
rbruss@smithfield.com

Brady Barthole
bradyb@visionelectricus.com
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Todd Heisterkamp
theisterkamp@gromaster.com

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Victor Bohuslavsky
victor@nebraskasoybeans.org

Eric Ogren
eric.ogren@genusplc.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Barrie Luers
barrie@midwestlivestock.com

Robert Drew
Robert.drew@nedap.com

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.com

Seth Fevold
seth.fevold@tyson.com

Dr. Dave Baumert
David.baumert@zoetis.com

 888-627-7675

Bronze Level ($350)
COMPANY

CONTACT

EMAIL

A-FAN

Ashley Babl

ashleyb@a-fan.org

A. J. O’Mara Group, LLC
Agri Sales Inc.

AgroSoft North America
Allflex

Alltech

American Heartland Insurance Agency Inc.

John O’Mara
Brad Carlton
Jon Tomsen
Tod Adams
Kade Scott

Dan Neville

sales@ajomara.com
brad@agrisales-inc.com
ujt@agrosoft.net

tadams@allflexusa.com
kscott@alltech.com
dan@ahia.com

Brayer Animal Health

Tyler Hartwell

Tyler.hartwell@bayer.com

Central Valley Ag

Ted Beckner

Ted.beckner@cvacoop.com

Brehmer Manufacturing Inc.

Choice Genetics

Commodity Solutions

Design Agri-Systems, Inc.
Fast Genetics

Jamie Brehmer
Mark Klassen

Jed Christensen

Randy Eisenmenger

Kathleen Hovland

j@brehmer.com

Mark.klassen@choice-genetics.com
jedc@commoditysolutions.com
dsignag@megavision.com

khovland@fastgenetics.com

JES Environmental Services, Inc.

Jack Sukovaty

jack@jesenv.com

Livingston Enterprises, Inc.

Bruce Livingston

bruce@livingstonent.com

LG Pumping, LLC
Lynch Livestock

Mike Fagen Consulting
Motomco

National Pork Board

National Pork Producers Council

Nebraska Corn Growers Association
Northeast Community College
Nutrient Advisors

Omega 3 Family Farms, LLC
Osborne Industries, Inc.
Petersen Ag Systems
Pinnacle Bank

Provimi North America, Inc.
Purina Animal Nutrition

Swine Management Services, Inc.

Topigs Norsvin USA

United Animal Health

Jason Gubbels
Mike Faga

Mike Fagen

Steve Von Haden
Rob Christine
Tyler Bettin

Kelly Brunkhorst
Dr. Tracy Kruse
Andy Scholting

Dennis Nuttelman
Robin Friedrichs
Dan Lyons

Amy Guenther
Mike Clark

Steve Jones
Mark Rix

Craig Jarolimek

Alanna Harrison

jason@lgpumping.com

Michael.faga@lynchlivestock.com
mpfagen@outlook.com

svonhaden@motomco.com
rchristine@pork.org
bettint@nppc.org

bzanga@necga.com

tracyk@northeast.edu

andy@nutrientadvisors.com
office@o3familyfarms.com
robin@osborne-ind.com

dan@petersenagsystems.com

amy.guenther@pinnbank.com
mclark@provimi-na.com
sejones@landolakes.com
mark.rix@swinems.com

Craig.jarolimek@topigsnorsvin.us

alanna.harrison@unitedanh.com

Wahoo Concrete Products

Randy Paseka

wcrandy@windstream.net

Whole Hog

Ron Brodersen

ronb@wholehogai.com

We Support Ag
XFE Products
www.NEpork.org

Steve Martin

Dennis Nuttelman

stevem@a-fan.org

nd04056@windstream.net
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Nebraska Pork Producers Association
4435 O Street, Suite 200
Lincoln, Nebraska 68510

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NEBRASKA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION TO INFORM ITS MEMBERS

Take advantage of
the benefits of joining the
Gold Level: $2,000
• Annual Membership
- 20% off all Pork Talk ads
- Six complementary Ribfest tickets
- 200-word spotlight in Pork Talk

• C
 ontinuing Education Course
Scholarships
-C
 ompany information sent to all
recipients
• Sponsorship in VIP tent at Ribfest

•
•
•
•

Pork Chop Scramble Hole Sponsorship
Team of four at Pork Chop Scramble
Logo and company website on nepork.org
Company name and logo listed in all
six issues of Pork Talk magazine

Silver Level: $850
• Annual Membership
• C
 ontinuing Education Course
- 15% off all Pork Talk ads
Scholarships
- Four complementary Ribfest tickets
-C
 ompany information sent to all
- 200-word spotlight in Pork Talk
recipients

• Logo and company website on nepork.org
• Company name and logo listed in all
six issues of Pork Talk magazine

Bronze Level: $350
• Annual Membership
• L ogo and company website
- 10% off all Pork Talk ads
on nepork.org
- Two complementary Ribfest tickets • Company name and logo listed in all
- 200-word spotlight in Pork Talk
six issues of Pork Talk magazine
The Nebraska Pork Producers Association greatly appreciates all our 2019 Allied Members
for your support! Our membership is growing and changing with the pork industry. We
continue to offer three tiers of sponsorship for Allied Members to choose from. The three
tiers listed above allow for one-time payment of several event sponsorships at one time
while still giving members the opportunity to customize the events they would like to
sponsor/participate in. Visit www.nepork.org for more information.

