
Farmers,

Pork
Pigs&

Nebraska farmers invite you to learn more about pigs and soybeans!

Check out the PorkCheckoff Channel on YouTube  
to learn more about Farmers, Pigs & Pork!

Provided free to Nebraska educators by the Nebraska Pork Producers Association and the Nebraska Soybean Board.



Hi Billy! I’m Dr. Sarah,  
a veterinarian. Today we  

are visiting Mr. Jones. He is a 
farmer who raises pigs 

and soybeans.

Veterinarian:  
A medical professional who 
protects the health and well-
being of both animals and 
people. They diagnose and 
control animal diseases and 

treat sick and injured animals, 
plus they advise proper care 

for pets and livestock.
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This farm has been 
in our family for over 100 years. 
Farming is my job, just like your 

parents have jobs.

Meet some Nebraska  
farmers and learn how 

they work, and why 
they care! Watch the 
Nebraska Soybean 

Board - Farmer Anthem 
(I’m A Nebraska Farmer) 

on YouTube
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Are you the 
only one that 
works here?

No, we hire people from the  
community to help care for our pigs. Plus, 
raising healthy pigs involves a lot of other 

people outside of the barn too. Many 
careers related to agriculture help build 

strong communities in Nebraska.

Job Responsibilities: 
    Soybean Farmer – Grows  
soybeans to feed livestock, like pigs
Tractor Mechanic - Keeps equipment  
running safely on the farm
Agronomist - Studies soil and crops that 
grow in the soil like soybeans and corn
Nutritionist - Creates special diets for 
animals health, well-being, and  
           productivity
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Farmers also take care of the environment when they are raising pigs. For example, they plant  
trees and bushes to help reduce dust and the possibility of odor to safeguard the natural resources.

Watch the video 
Ask A Pig Farmer - 

How are pig farmers 
environmentally 

sustainable?
 on YouTube
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Pigs can’t use all of the feed they eat, so they produce manure.  
Farmers use the manure as natural fertilizer to help crops grow. 

Watch  
the video 

The Stink Called  
Manure  

on YouTube
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We need to wear these  
coveralls and boot covers  

into the barns so we don’t carry 
in any germs that might make 

the pigs sick.

Finally!  
I get to  

see some pigs!

True/False:
Pigs can get sick 
from germs that 

may not  
make people sick.

True.
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Veterinarians like Dr. Sarah make sure that pigs are healthy and treat them if they get sick.

Watch  
the video 

Nebraska Vet Hogs 
Farm Tour 

on YouTube
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Pig barns don’t have any mud 
inside! Farmers keep all of their 

barns clean so the pigs stay 
healthy and comfortable!

I have never been in a barn 
before, this is so cool! 

But, where is all the mud?

Fill in the Blank:
__________ protect pigs from 
changes in the weather, from 
predators, and from germs. 

Inside barns, pigs always have 
access to fresh feed 
and __________.

Barns, water.
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In the farrowing barn, adult female pigs, known as 
sows, give birth to litters of piglets. Newborn piglets and 
sows are kept in farrowing stalls. Sows can care for the 
piglets and have their fresh feed and water close, while 

the piglets are warm and safe from injury.

Watch  
the video 

Birthing Process 
of a Piglet 

on YouTube
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Feed for pigs is made from a mix of corn and soybeans. 
Good feed helps pigs grow and stay healthy. Farmers plant 
soybeans in the spring. The soybeans grow for about five 

months. In the fall, farmers harvest the soybeans 
using a combine.

Inside each soybean is protein and oil. The protein 
feeds livestock, like pigs, and the oil is used to 

make things like cooking oil and salad dressing.

I’m not sure. 
Leftover food or 
table scraps?

What do 
you think 
pigs eat?

Watch  
the video 

Ask A Pig Farmer –  
What do pigs eat? 

on YouTube
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When piglets are about 3 to 4 weeks old, they are moved to a 
different barn to start eating a healthy mix of corn and soybean 
meal. The corn provides energy for the pigs to grow, and the 

soybean meal provides protein to build strong muscles. 

Watch  
the video 

Nebraska Soybeans 
Farm Tour 

on YouTube
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Market pigs weigh 275 pounds 
when they are about 6 months old.

 
An adult pig consumes approximately 

100 pounds of soybean meal and 
900 pounds of corn and other grains 

in its lifetime, and will drink 
2 gallons of water a day!
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Pigs will grow to 275 pounds 
when they are full grown.

Piglets weigh 3 pounds 
when they are born.

Weaned pigs weigh 15 pounds 
when they are about 1 month old.
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When pigs leave the farm, they go to a plant where they become food  
such as pork chops, ham, sausage and bacon.

Ham

Pork Chops

Ribs

Boneless Pork Loin Chops

Bologna

Pork Roast

Bacon
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Finally, people like you 
and your family  

get to enjoy  
the safe, healthy 

and delicious food  
that comes from  

my farm!
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